BMiWlatwrafe wtfcfe^at progress 

W — ^ ffia ? P®***8“ Mnirter Faronk A1 Sbaraa was quoted 

^ 1101 t^kc part in the multilateral 
i “““? ™ 3a »- M-» unless progress has 
faced reco rded m the bxbieral negotiations. “There is no meantae to 
' “operation, water problems M d 

E^jSTZEtV ST^ 8 °* eD **&>***«* to tire core of tire 
(peace) p toteait Wndj is the Israeb withdrawal from the occupied 

< Sf ari *?* ** “«!• Syria a!ItfSfcS 

Arab parties ttoe ctfy mvotved m the conflict with Israel have made so 
ynoy w U »a. a Mytdle East settlement in the bilateral talks to resume 
o^Jmnaiym Wa^^on. Mr. Sharaa said his country agreed to get 
j P**?** 1 m . th ? U-S.-fed peacemaking process initiated under U.S. end 
Seme * at Mad nd not oat of faith in Israel but because of the 

AmCTkan ****-" Syria, he said, "knows full 
.0*** *”?*??* T The bilateral talks will not progress 

- "without effiscttve American intervention,' * Mr. Sharaa said man 
faitervwwraadnct^ m Damascus before Wednesdays visit of Qatar’s 
emir, Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad AJ Thasi. 
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Merry Christmas 

ji The Jordan Times will not be published on Thursday/Friday 
5 due to the Christmas holiday. The next issue of the 
* newspaper will appear on Saturday, Jan. 27. The Jordan 
J Times wishes its readers and advertisers a Merry Christ- 
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Fries: Jordan 150 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE dirhams 


~ -ter tbs Regent, Tuesday paid a visit 
. to the Aimed: Forces headquar- 
' isi , tors and met with Chairman of 
7^ * die Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Jfctlri Abu Taleb, the 
. chief of staff — land fences, die 
ink?* 2 ' dfiefof-'Sbff. — Royal Air Force, 
J* Ti and a number of assistants as well 
rg as the Aimed Forces inspector 
77 teas general. Prince Hassan met for a 
J^te.wbfle with Ftekl Marshal Abu 
Taleb and discussed with him 
issues of interest to the Aimed 
Forces* Prince Hassan also took 


•ethlehem marks another 
feristmas under occupation 
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part in a k mg walk exercise car- 
lh ? r b* ried out by one of the Special 
'■it Forces Units as part of their 
training activities to develop 
toy physical fitness and tolerance. ■ 


Cabinet holds 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
decided in a meeting held Tues- 
day under die chairmanship of 
Prune Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker to set up a first-instance 
court in Jera&h district and a 
reconciliation coart in Naonr sub- 
district- It also approved an 
amendment to the Lawyers Law 
and decided to re-allocate JD 
1375,000, allocated previously 
for paying back debts and 
ap propriation costs, to support 
local councils. It has also decided 
to allocate JD l,425,C30'for sup- 
porting municipal and rural coun- 
cils from die emergency budget 
allocations. The Cabinet also 
approved the minutes of the 
Jordaman-Enropean Coopera- 
tion Council meeting which was 
held in Brussels last September. 

Israel Joins treaty 
against missile 
spread 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel will 
join an international pact limiting 
the spread of missile technology 
on Dec. 31, the defence ministry 
announced Tuesday. The treaty 
involved is the missile technology 
control regime, set up by the 
seven industrialised nations in 
1987 mid joined since by nine 
other countries. A ministry state- 
ment said Israel would sign “a 
new proclamation” controlling 
exports of missiles or components 
that could be used to deliver' 
warheads weighing 5C0 kilogram- 
mes or with a range of 300 
kilometres. * 

Iran releases 6 

Moroccan PoWs 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has re- 
leased six Moroccans captured as 
prisoners of war (PoWs) during 
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, the 
government announced Tuesday 
in Tehran. The official Iranian 
news agency, IRNA, said the sir 
were banded over to the Moroc- 
can charge d’affaires in Tehran, 
Hassan Mohammad Davoud, in 
What it described as a humanita- 
rian move and a gesture of good- 
will following last week’s resump- 
tion of full diplomatic .ties be- 
tween Iran and Morocco. 

Dutch expel 9 more 
Russian Jews 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Nine 
more Rnsrian Jews denied asy- 
lum in the Netherlands were de- 
ported to Israel Monday, the 
Dutch ANP news agency said. 
The Dutch Justice Ministry last 
week forcefully expelled 43 
asylum-seekers in a pre-dawn 
raid by police. About 50 more 
Russian Jews face expulsion after 
being denied asylum in the 
Netherlands, ANP quoted a jus- 
tice ministry spokesman as 
saying. More applications have 
yet to be processed. The latest 
group, included three children, 
was among 200 Jews seeking asy- 
lum. 

4 killed, 13 wounded 
In dashes In Turkey 

DIYARBAKER, Turkey (R) — 
Four people, mdoding a Turkish 
soldier were killed and 13 were 
injured on Tuesday in two ind- ; 
dents in Turkey’s rebel-hit south-' 
east, eyew i t ne s s es said. Clashes 
broke out between Kurds and 
security forces when severe! hun- 
dred people from die town of 
Lice in Diyarbakir province were 
stopped during a mar ch to nearby 
Kulp town to protest the lofling of 
13 rebels. One civiHari was killed 
and five others were wounded in' 

the dash, witnesses said. 
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BETHLEHEM. Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Palestinians 
defied their leaders and dosed 
their shops in Bethlehem on 
Christmas Eve to show the world 
that there is little peace on earth 
and goodwill to men under Israeli 
occupation. 

Bethlehem's veteran Mayor 
Elias Freij fumed against local 
activists who ordered shopkeep- 
ers and restaurant owners to dose 
so that world television cameras 
could not show that life was 
normal in Christ’s traditional 
birthplace. 

“These are ignorant people 
who do not respect the spirit of 
Christmas," Mr. rreij said in an 
interview in his office overlook- 
ing Manger Square. 

Several hundred tourists and 
pilgrims filed ibrougb the tow 
portal o? the Church of the Nativ- 
ity watched by hundreds of sol- 
diers and police from adjoining 
rooftops. 

The nvraber of foreign visitors 
was much higher than last year 
when the Gulf crisis devastated 
tourism in the Holy Land 
although for Palestinians the holi- 
day was as gloomy as ever. 

Tat*, underground leadership cf 
the uprising had allowed 
businesses to cpsn for Christinas 
bat Iccal activists ordered a 
strike. 

A few souvenir shops around 
Manger Square, one owned by 


Mr. Freij’s son, stayed open but 
shuttered streets and army check- 
points maned the festivities, as 
they have done on each Christ- 
mas since the intifada erupted in 
December 1987. 

Paramilitary police with metal 
detectors searched everyone en- 
tering the centre of Bethlehem, a 
town of 35,000 people eight 
kilometres south of Jerusalem. 

Soldiers crouched on roofs 
cradling rifles. Cars and taxis 
were kept out. 

“1 was scared stiff seeing so 
many people with guns." said 
Lisa Mans of Brisbane, Austra- 
lia. 

“We doo’t get that a: borne," 
said the 23-year-old who was on a 
one-day sight-seeing trip from a 
Mediterranean cruise ship. 

Few tourists actually stay in the 
West Bank town or attend mid- 
night mass beside the Church of 
the Nativity, the Greek Ortbodor 
Church originally built by die 
fourth century Byzantine Emper- 
or Constantine. 

Local Palestinians are an even 
rarer right around the church. 

"Most of the people here are 
soldiers and foreigners." said 
Nihad Janeeneh. “Our people do 
aot want to go through all these 
searches and roadblocks. We will 
have to celebrate Christinas 
quietly in our own way." 

Mr. Freij, a delegate to land- 
mark. U.S.-brokered Middle 


East peace talks in Madrid and 
Washington, said hopes of a solu- 
tion to the Arab-Isreeli conflict 
had eased the atmpsoherc in the 
town of which he has been mayor 
for 20 years. 

Many residents disputed this, 
speaking of their sense of frustra-- 
tion at the continued heavy 
Israeli presence and restrictions 
on their lives even after Madrid. 

"Nothing has changed." said 
Adel Asmari, 28. “In fact it is 
worse because we expected the 
peace conference to give us some- 
thing.” 

Visitors were searched and had 
to pass through metal detectors to 
enter Manger Square and by the 
Church of the Nativity, revered 
as the site of Christ's birth. 

The holiday officially began 
with the arrival of the Roman 
Catholic patriarch of the Holy 
Land, Archbishop Michel Sab- 
bah, who was led into the church 
by traditional Muslim guards 
wearing red. fezzes. 

in a ceremony that dates to 
Turkish rule over Palestine, 
Archbishop Sababh was greeted 
by the current Israeli rulers, rep- 
resented by the military governor 
of Bethlehem. Eted f.ioshe. and 
other officials. 

Some merchants said they 
ignored the call for a strike by 
local activists because of an ear- 

(Contiamsed on page 3) 


Grilf Ar afe leaders ponder 
defence and development fund 


KUWAIT (R)— -Gulf Arab lead- 
ers debated proposals for a uni- 
fied army sod a multi- billion dol- 
lar development fond during the 
second day of their first post-war 
summit in Kuwait. 

Officials said the heads of the 
six Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states went into a closed 
session Tuesday to grapple with 
the difficult issues facing the oii- 
rich region in wake of the Gulf 
crisis. 

GCC members Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia aac the United Arab 
Emirates — which together own 
nearly half of the world’s oil 
reserves — want to come up with 
a wcriiacle defence plan to re- 
duce ih=ir reliance on foreign 
power*. 

They are also under pressure to 


remains 


give non-Arab Iran, their most 
powerful neighbour , a more 
prominent political role without 
giving in to Iranian demands for 
direct involvement in their de- 
fence arrangements. 

Gulf Arab officials say a prop- 
osal from Oman’s Sultan Qaboos 
to create a 100,000-strong army 
drawn from the six states was 
likely to be scaled down to 
21,000-40,000 men because of 
lack of manpower. 

Even if the rulers approve the 
idea, resolving the command 
structure and how to share the 
cost of a separate force would 
take time, diplomats say. 

The GCC rulers are expected 
to finalise a joint stand support- 
ing the Middle East peace process 
and approve measures to create a 
Gulf common market — a goal 


which so far has eiuded the 
decade-old alliance — by the year 
2000. 

They are also likely to give the 
go-ahead for a SlO-bzUion de- 
velopment fund to channel funds 
to Arab allies hit by the Gulf 
crisis. 

GCC states want to come up 
with a new mechanism for aid 
because of widespread belief 
much of the money they pumped 
into other Arab countries before 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait was 
‘wasted. Iraq was one of the main 
recipients. 

Foreign ministers from the six 
states met ahead of their leaders 
Tuesday at a huge and lavishly 
decorated tent erected near the 
emir of Kuwait’s Bayan Palace 

(Co n ti nu ed on page 3) 


Mawkish minister 
quits Israeli coalition 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The re- 
mains cf murdered Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA.) chief in 
Lebanon Wflham Buckley are ex- 
pected to be returned by his 
kidnappers scon, diplomatic 
source? said Tuesday. 

The sources said they expected 
Mr. Buckley’s corpse to be 
dumped in Beirut as happened on 
Sunday with the body of slain 
U.S. hostage' William Higgins 
which was handed over to the 
U.S. embassy on Monday. 

The release of the two bodies 
bod been agreed by the kidnap- 
pers ic raiks with U.N. mediator 
Giandorcenico Picco as a step 
towards winding up the nearly 
decade-long hostage sage, the 
sources said. 

Diplomats said a U.N. report 
from New York that Mr. Picco 
was in Beirut on Monday when 
Mr. Higgins’ partialiy- 
xnummified corpse was identified 
was the result of a misunder- 
standing with U.N. headquarters. 

“Picco was in Damascus when 
the announcement was mode in 
New York," a Western diplomat 
said, adding tbat*6&r. Picco had 
not made any breakthrough in his 
efforts to win the freedom of tire 
last Western hostages" in Leba- 
non, Germans Heinrich Struebig 
and Thomas Kemptaer. 

«Hc was working on the Ger- 
mans ... be is about to leave, 
apparently without a break- 
through on them," the diplomat 
said- 

U.N. sources in Damascus con- 
firmed Mr. Picco did not go to 
Beirut and said he was preparing 
to leave the Syrian capital Tues- 
day. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Haw- 
kish cabinet minister Rafael 
Bitan. Israel’s chief of staff dur- 
ing the 1982 Lebanon invasion, 
quit on Tuesday in a row over 
electoral reform. 

Mr. Eitan said be was resigning 
as agriculture minister because 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
opposed a law for direct elections 
of the premier. 

Mr. Shamir previously sup- 
ported the electoral reform fall 
but announced Ins U-turn at a 
Likud party convention on Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Eitan read his resignation 
letter on army radio. 

“Because imposing party disci- 
pline on part of the coalition on 
the law for electoral reform con- 
stitutes a violation of the (coali- 
tion) agreement... Tsomet is quit- 
ting the coalition and 1 resign 
from government,” he said. 

Mr. Eitan beads the two-strong 
extreme-right Tsomet (Cros- 
sroads) faction in parliament. But 
Mr. Shamir’s coalition wil! sdfl 
have a majority in parliament 
without him. 

The 3,500-meniber Likud cen- 
tral committee overwhelmingly 
endorsed Mr. Shamir’s opposi- 
tion Monday by voting against 
electoral reform. 

But Likud ministers were 
vague when asked if this meant 
Mr. Shamir would impose party 
discipline on the vote expected by 
the end cf this month. 

Mr. Eitan said be might recon- 
sider his res i gnation if Mr. Sha-, 

mir pubfidy declared that Likud 
parliamentarians could vote 
according to then conscience. His 

resignation will take effect nest 
week. 


Mr. Shamir’s bureau chief Yos- 
si Ahimeir siad the prime -minis- 
ter was surprised at tire resigna- 
tion. - 

“There is no justification and 
they don’t have any reason to 
leave the coalition," he told army 
radio. 1 

Mr. Eitan, who once likened 
Palestinians to cockroaches, is 
more hardline than most minis- 
ters in Mr. Shamir’s government 
— the most right-wing in Israel's 
history. 

He had previously threatened 
to quit If the government entered 
negotiations on territorial conces- 
sions or self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel has started peace talks 
with Palestinians. Jordan, Syria 
and Lebanon whose central de- 
mand is that the Jewish state 
trade occupied land for peace. 

Mr. Eitan was army chief of 
staff during the 1982 Lebanon 
invasion. He and the then de- 
fence minister, Ariel Sharon, en- 
gineered the operation which 
Israel said was aimed at driving 
Palestinians out of South Leba- 
non. 

As agriculture minister he has 
campaigned for laael to maintain 
control over tire West Bank for its 
valuable water r es o ur ces. 

Mr. Eitan’s move could en- 
courage two other right-wing 
parties with swing votes to topple 
Mr. Shamir’s g over nm ent over 
the peace talks that they vigor- 
ously oppose. 

Mr. Eitan stressed tire motive 
for Tuesday's move was not the 
peace talks expected to resume 
next month in Washington. 



REGENT RECEIVES PEACE DELEGATION 
— 3b& Royal Highness Crowe Prince Bassos, the 
Regent, Tuesday received at the Royal Court the 
head of the Jordanian delegation to t he zescs 
tarns, Abdul Solan* A1 MqjaH, and members of tLs 
defecation. Dr. Mqj&h briefed Prince fkjsx 


the latest developments of the mUre which were 
ieic! in Washington recently. Prince Hassan 
^raised the de-sgatias’s untiring efforts for estab- 
ggtiag sjns*, dcrt-’k* end comprehensive peace In 
ihe reczez. Tie aa:li:-3Ce was attended by Chief of 
tt:e Sere! Cetrt Ainsn Aba Cdefa. 


u Jafoer: Peace seeds dmnse 
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By Asrk Albrecht 
Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber has said in an 
interview that it is time for die 
nations of the Middle East to 
"break out of the straitjacket of 
ideology, from tire citadel men- 
tality" in order to make peace. 

Speaking to the USA Radio 
Network in Amman Sunday, Dr. 
Abu Jaber discussed the current 
frosty climate for peace. “Our 
people — well, on both sides — 
they don’t think except of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. The house- 
wives, taxi drivers, the doctor, 
the lawyer, the professor — ev- 
erybody in our society is in one 
way or another a soldier dedi- 
cated to destruction, and I think 
it is time to change that." 

The foreign minister said that 
there was a great cost involved in 
the decades-old conflict, noting 
that it is much more than merely 
physical. “It is taking all of our 
energies... we can’t continue 
doing that; it’s no good for us, 
and we’re both becoming margi- 
nalised. There is so much beauty 
and energy in our cultures — it’s 
such a waste." 

Despite his sentiments. Dr. 
Abu Jaber was quick to point out 
Jordan's contention that the 
Israelis, particularly Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, remains in- 
transigent, likening him to a Bib- 
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lical prophet. “Sometimes I listen 
to Mr. Shamir and I think he’s a 
Biblical prophet rather than a 
politician... Elijah or Jonah or 
Amosjhuncering down prophe- 
cies. Everything be says is fa 
absolute terms." Dr. Aba J3ber 
said he hopes that tire future will 
see an end to this absolutism, 
replaced bv "neighbourly atti- 
tudes." 

Jordan, Dr. Abu Jaber said, is 
a "pragmatic, practical, rational" 
stare which is frying to play a 
major role in the current Middle 
szast peace process. “We hope we 
can bring some sense to this 
senseless region which has known 
nothing but war for 2 long tune," 
Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

Underscoring His Majesty 
King Hussein's role in the peace 
process. Dr. Abu Jaber said: 
"The tenacity and perseverance 
cf this man to the cause o? peace 
is unbelievable. His moderation 
and willingness to listen to others 


is a breath of fresh air among 
world leaders. He believes that 
peace will get the area on the 
course to prosperity." 

In spite of King Hussein's 
efforts, “Jordan can’t make peace 
by itself," declared the foreign 
minister. “It has to be compre- 
hensive peace that first and fore- 
most addresses the national 
aspirations of the Palestinian 
people.” 

Dr. Abu Jaber spoke ardently 
cf the emotional toll stemming 
from the conflict- “How much 
does it cost when a man is terro- 
rised all his life? How much do 
you put on it, whether he is 
Israeli or Palestinian?" 

Referring to common Israeli 
practices in the occupied Arab 
territories. Dr. Abu Jaber added, 
‘‘When somebody’s house is con- 
fiscated or demolished, or when 
he watches his free pulled out of 
the ground and he can't do a 
thing about it, how much cost do 
you put on that?” Dr. Abu Jaber 
stressed that this is the kind of 
thinking very few in the interna- 
tional community engage in. 

Dr. Abu Jaber spoke in hope- 
ful terms of what can happen if a 
just peace, based on the princi- 
ples of international law ami legi- 
timacy, is achieved in the Middle 
East. He believes that there is a 
great future for the whole area in 
an atmosphere of peace. 

"This is one area of the world 
that cor. break the cycle of under- 
development — we can do it... 
And by doing it we can help other 
people in the world.” 


resffiMaon 

Spsdti Washington 

JORDAN’S POSITION towards 
the repeal of the U.N. resolution 
equating Ziocsis: with racism was 
governed by the actual Israeli 
policies and actions against the 
Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has said. 

“The facts on tire ground point 
to continuous oppression of 
Palestinians in respect of personal 
and political rights, the allocation 
of resources, aad the fun- 
damental question of identity," 
the Crown Prince said in a state- 
ment distributed among Amer- 
ican congressmen by the Jordan 
Information Bureau in Washing- 
ton. 

The Crown Prince also referred 
to Israel's continued settlement 
activities in the occupied territor- 
ies and the occupation power's 
seizure of Arab lands and said: 
“These measures, accompanied 
by a fresh crackdown on Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories, 
violate both international law and 
tiie democratic principle of non- 
discrimination.” 

“For Jordan's part, therefore, 
the states of Ziossim os a political 
or cultural philosophy is not at 
issue; the policies cf the state of 
Israel are,” said the Crown 
Prince. 

Jordan voted against the repeal 
of the resolution lest week. 

Following is the foil text of the 
Grown Prince's sfatesseat: 

There has bees much comment 
recently on the repeal of U.N. 
General Assembly Resolution 
3379, equating Zionsim with rac- 
ism. Before considering Jordan's 
position on this subject, it is 
worth pointing out that the mo- 
tion to repeal Resolution 3379 
came in the context of ongoing 
peace negotiations. It is the sin- 
cere hope of Jordan that all par- 
ties to the peace process continue 
down the long and difficult path 
to peace in the spirit of open 
exchange and communication. If 
tire process is ultimately to lead to 
the establishment of lasting and 
equitable conditions of true peace 
in the region, we believe that this 
spirit must at all costs be main- 
tained.. 

But at this stage of the process, 
when mutual confidence is low, 
measures designed to break down 
psychological barriers between 
the sides are crucial. The sixth 
summit of the Islamic Conference 
Organisation at Dakar voted to 
(Costtinned ns page 3) 


Chinese Iraq sees breakthrou 


minister 
in Israel 

BEUING (Agencies) — China 
confirmed Tuesday that a senior 
Foreign Ministry official was in 
Israel, fuelling speculation that 
Beijing was poised to establish 
diplomatic relations with the Jew- 
ish state for the first time. 

"Vice Foreign Minister Yang 
Fuch ang is paying a private visit 
to Israel as the guest of the China 
Travel Service in Tel Aviv,” the 
ministry said. 

The one-line statement gave ao 
further explanation as to why Mr. 
■Yang, believed to be the most 
senior Chinese 10 visit the Jewish 
state, was in Israel. 

Last week President Yang 
Shangkun reassured Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in Beij- 
ing of China's continued support 
for Palestine and is believed to 
have briefed him of China's plans 
to set up ties with Israel. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Yang had 
arrived on Monday. Israeli Tele- 
vision reported that Beijing had 
asked that the visit be kept secret 
but Foreign Minister David Levy 
made it public ax a parliamentary 
committee meeting on Monday. 

Mr. Yang’s visit is the latest in 
a series of confidential contacts 
between Israel mid China. Their 
foreign ministers met at the Un- 
ited Nations in October. 


, minister says 


-.AGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s oil 
minister Tuesday predicted a 
breakthrough fa "taliis with the 
United Nations nertt month to 
return to the oil market. 

“I don’t think ' there is any 
other choice but to make a break- 
through — nocody should con- 
tinue with the sanctions " Oil 

Minister Usama Al Hit! told Reu- 
ters in mi interview. 

Mr. Hiti, in his first general 
outline of what Iraq was seeking 
from a U.N. plan to sell oil, 
indicated Baghdad might consid- 
er a figure of 52.4 billion of 
approved oil sales instead of the 
current $1.6 biflior. figure it has 
rejected. 

“It's better than 1.6,” he said 
when asked whether he could live 
with the figure which was later 
downgraded ic Security Counci! 
Resolution 706. 

Mr. Hiti said, however, Iraq 
“would be hoping for mare” in 
talks with U.N. officials in Vien- 
na next month. 

“Somewhere between SI. 6 
(billion) and doubling it," he 
said. 

He said apart from tire base 
amount, Iraq would need hun- 
dreds of mimous of dollars more 
to import spare parts, chemicals 
and communications equipment 
to allow it to re-enter world mar- 
kets. 


The United Nations, which has 
enforced a sweeping embargo 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait in Au- 
gust last year, has proposed that 
Baghdad be allowed to sell $1.6 
billion worth of oil under supervi- 
sion to buy food and medicine. 

Iraq, the world’s Second big- 
gest oil exporter after Saudi Ara- 
bia before the Gulf crisis, has 
rejected die plan as an infringe- 
ment of its sovereignty. It says it 
would be left with less than $600 
million after deducting war repa- 
rations and other debts. 

Iraqi and U.N. officials will 
begin talks in Vienna on Jan. 6 or 
7 ro discuss changes to tire prop- 
cs 2 l, which expires in March. 

>£r. Hiti said in addition to 
raising the ceiling for oil sales, 
Iraq would ask for longer-term 
contracts, approval to use its A1 
Bakr port terminal and a pipeline 
across Saudi Arabia to the Red 
Sea, and freedom to barter in- 
stead of dealing ic cash. 

Mr. Hiti hinted Iraq might be 
flexible on international monitor- 
ing of exports, one of its key 
objections to the U.N. proposals. 

“We would ask them not to 
install any inspection or monitor- 
ing people who are not really 
needed,” he said, adding that 
Baghdad had always been ready 
to give tire U.N. details of its off 


cotnrocts. 

He said without spare parts, 
Iraq would be usable to consis- 
tently maintain production for 
even the six-month period for oil 
contracts provided in tire original 
resolution. 

Mr. Hiti said Iraq regarded as 
essential the extension of the 
six-m3hth contracts allowed in 
the original resolution. 

“This plan was not drawn up by 
oil people," he said. “Ofl is just 
not a tiling you jump in the 
market and jump out of the mar- 
ket.” 

Iraq produced about 3.25 mil- 
lion barrels of ofl a day before the 
six-week Gulf war over Kuwait 
damaged installations and U.N. 
sanctions halted most exports. 

Mr. Hiti said Baghdad had held 
talks with multinational oil com- 
panies over tiie last few mo nths 
■on plans to develop its vast south- 
on ofl fields. Contracts coukl be 
signed soon after sanctions were 
lifted. 

“We need investment and we 
are now making plans to look for 
such investment,” Mr. Hiti sakL 

He said the southern fields, 
with 38 billion barrels of p roven 
‘reserves, represent tire biggest 

untapped ofl wealth in the workL 

The government says ft will 

drill thousands of new wells in the 

sooth over tire next «4gh» yetus. 


/ 











II 



'll 

le 

East 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER S, hq ]> 


First round in Washington in perspective 


By Daood KhHmK 


ONE OF THE mistakes in 
analysing the ongoing peace 
.talks is to rate them on a 
day-to-day basis. Rather 
what is needed is a periodic 
evalnation perhaps on a 
monthly basis or even longer 
than that For example both 
the Bush administration and 
senior members of the 
Pales tinian negotiating 
.have decided on giving the 
present peace process until 
March to produce concrete 
tangible results. Neverthe- 
less, the end of die first stage 
of bilateral talks in Washing- 
ton is worthy of comment. 

While on the surface the 
bilateral talks in Washington 
seem to have been fruitless 
some important accomplish- 
ment have been made despite 
' the apparently useless “corri- 
dor diplomacy.” 


By and large the first ses- 
sion in Washington was an 
inevitable first step that both 
sides needed to take. It was a 
time for both sides to size up 
each other. Having both 
agreed on what will turn out 
to be a long and tedious 
negotiating structure it would 
.have been surprising if any 
progress was made in those 
L first lew sessions. 

For die Americans who are 
co-sponsoring these talks 
they needed to stay away to 
give the bilateral talks a 
chance to work. The U.S. 


philosophy seems to be a 
non-loser. If the two sides 
can reach an agreement 
good; if they fail to find 
mutually acceptable conces- 
sions then the U.S.’s attempt 
to interfere/mediate/ 
persuade will not be an un- 
wanted intrusion but a ne- 
cessity for the soccees of the 
talks. 

In first two weeks of De- 
cember the Arab-Israeh talks 
did not get much publicity. 
But two dear images were 
developed by the average 
American and for that matter 
anyone following the talks. 
The first image was that of 
the Arab side going to the 
talks regularly and on time 
without a hint of wanting to 
pull out. The Israelis on the 
other han d dearly left the 
opposition impression. They 
failed to show up on Dec. 4 as 
stipulated in die invitation 
and theywere constantly talk- 
ing about leaving. 

The U.S. accommodated 
Israel to the extreme it did 
not allow photos of empty 
chairs, did not much con- 
demn Israeli practices in the 
occupied territories and res- 
cinded the Zionism-is-radsm 
resolution) during this 
period. But few beheve- 
that the last of the Amer- 
ic an positions 
has not been seen. No one 
expects that. a small country 
like Israeli rebuffing the in- 
vitation by the most powerful 
country on Earth will get 


away with it for long. As the 
American saying goes he who 
laughs last laughs best. The 
U.S. undoubtedly prefers to 
make its fight over an issue of 
substance which the Bad 
administration knows it can 
win — something Hke the 
settlement issue. 

Palestinian accomplish- 
ments in the Israeli aide are 
also not to be diminished. 
For 40 years Israelis have 
been told monring, afternoon 
and evening that the Arab 
World refuses to recognise its 
existence that there is no ooc 
to talk to and that the Palesti- 
nian statements recog nis i ng 
Israel was no more than a 
public relations ploy. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Now the Israeli public has 
seen the Arab countries and 
Palestinians wflfing to talk 
about peace with Israeli offi- 
cials. Arab delegates showed 
up every scheduled day for 
talks on time and left when 
the sessions were over and 
made sure that a new date 
was set before breaking off 
foe first Washington round of 
talks. It does not take much 
to get Israelis to realise that 
what they had been told by 
their leaders for so many 
years is just not bolding up. 
Sure they are stfil sceptical. 
Some still think that the 
Arabs have discovered a new 


publicity ploy. But with every 
day passing and after every 
meeting taking place it be- 
come more and more difficult 
to convince average Israelis 
that there is no one to talk to. 

Israelis also wfll find their 
governments position on the. 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to be rather 
hypocritical. They know that 
the PLO is playing a key role 
in these talks. They know 
that the bead of the Palesti- 
nian delegation was foe vice 
chairman of foe first .PLO. 
conference. They know foe 
extent of PLO loyalty among 
the delegates. They know 
that Faisal Husseini and 
HananAsbrawi met with the 
PLO on numero us occasions 
and that foe Palestinian de- 
legations is in const an t touch 
with foe PLO. They know 
that two PLO members 
Akron Haniyeh and Tayser 
Aiuri are staying on foe same 
floor of the hotel where the 
Palestinians were staying in 
and that they are in constant 
meeting with foe delegation. 
F ur th er more, Israelis under- 
stand that the Palestinian 
natio nalis ts are meeting not 
with Peace Now Israelis but 
with representatives of one of 
the most hardline Israeli gov- 
ernment. If Yitzkah Shamir’s 
people meet with these PLO 
Pales tinians then the FLO 
can't be that bad, many 
Israelis are arguing. 

The changes that are tak- 
ing place in American and 


Israeli society are quite im- 
portant. Many Palestinians 
however fed that the Palesti- 
nian leadership is not putting 
enough effort p lanning and 
execution in m a x im ising foe 
possibilities in these two im- 
portant areas. By and large 
Palestinian planning has been 
haphazard. This was foe 
situation, in Washington. 
Plans prepared a month in 
advance of the delegation's 
arrival by expert Arab- 
American leaders were scrap- 
ped as the delegation was 
sometimes led by amateurs 
who wanted to take credit for 
Organising this or that meet- 
ing irrespective of whether it 
was foe best way to utilise the 
Palestinian delegation. Sinri- 
lariy Palestinian policies re- 
garding how to win over the 
Israeli public have at best 
been unplanned and spon- 
taneous. Palestinian strateg- 
ists have indi c ated in recent 
days that unless the PLO and 
the Palestinian leadership in 
the occupied territories gives 
these issues their top priority 
progress on winning both foe 
American and Israeli public 
will be slow and painful. ' 
They suggest that special de- 
partments headed by senior 
leaders must be established 
to put up plans and work on 
executing them. Some are 
suggesting that such plans 
must be prepared for execu- 
tion by foe time foe next 
round of talks begins in 
Washington on Jan. 7. 


6 Kidnap kingpin 9 
reportedly in Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — The reputed 
leader of the extremists who held 
scores of Westerners hostage in 
Lebanon has moved to Tehran, 
apparently for safety, after 
freeing foe last of his captives, 
according to a knowledeable 
Shiite source. 

Imad Mughniyeh, already 
wanted by the United States for 
air piracy, left Lebanon for foe 
Ifoman capital some time before 
foe Dec. 4 release of foe last 
American hostage, journalist 
Terry Anderson, the source said. 

* The informant, who has close 
contacts with Shiite fundamental- 
ists in Lebanon, spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. His informa- 
tion has in the past been accurate. 

Abdul Hadi Hamadi, leader of 
a Shiite dan allied to Mughniyeh 
which is believed to be bolding 
the last two Western- hostages, 
was also in Tehran recently but 
returned to Beirut, foe source 
reported. 

The Sunday Times of London 
Dec. 8 quoted Israeli intelligence 
sources as saying that 30 to 40 of 
foe kidnappers bad fled to Iran 
for protection and new identities. 

The Shiite source could not 
confir m that. But he said that 
Mughniyeh, a 29-year-old 
Lebanese, moved his wife Saada, 
28, and two children, Fatima, 7, 
and Mustafa, 4, to Tehran in 
September. 

That was when foe final phase 
of the bostage saga got underway 
with negotiations by U.N. 
mediator Giandomenioo Picco to 
fiee the rem a ining captives in 
Lribanou. 

■ The source said Mughmyeh’s 
famfly appeared to be settling in 
for a king stay in the Iranian 
capital. 

“The children have been instal- 
led in school,” he noted. 

Mugjbniyeh was for years chief 
of security with Lebanon’s Hiz- 
boflah, foe Iranian-backed fun- 
damentalist faction considered 
the parent organisation for the 
hostage-bokting groups. 

Western intelligence officials 
say Mughniyeh heads Islamic 
Jihad, considered HizboUah’s • 
strike arm and tightly linked with 
other kidnap groups. 


His current status with Hizbol- 
lah is not known. In recent years 
he has been a regular viator to 
Tehran and travels on an Iranian 
passport. 

He and his lieutenants have 
long been considered prime 
targets for U.S., Israeli, French 
and British intelligence agencies. 

While Mughniyeh and his allies 
held hostages, these agencies 
maA» no apparent moves against 
them for fear that the captives 
would be harmed. 

Whether that has changed is 
not dear. But Mughmyeh’s re- 
poted move to Tehran, where he 
can dmux protection from Ban’s 
anti-Western radicals, appear to 
indicate that with no more cap- 
tives be does not feel secure in 
Lebanon now. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker refuses to say if the Bush 
administration will go after the 
kidnappers. But he noted Dec. 8 
that “we view the chapter as not 
finished." 

Details of the agreement work- 
ed out by Mr. Picco with the 
kidnap factions are not known. 

Slrnte sources noted that foe 
kidnappers’ demanded immunity 
from arrest and security for them- 
selves and their families once all 
hostages were freed. 

As far as is known, the United 
States refused to grant foe lad- 
nappeis any form id! immunity, 
Lebanese and Syrian sources say. 

President George Bush stres- 
sed after Mr. Andtason’s release 
that he hoped the ex tr e mi sts who 
kidnapped 17 Americans be- 
tween 1984 and 1988 will even- 
tually “be brought to justice.” 

Three of those Americans were 
killed or died in captivity. Two 
a pp a re n tly escaped and the rest 
were all released. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
issued an arrest warrant for 
Mughniyeh and three other Shiite 
fundamentalists in 1985, naming 
them as suspects in the hijacking 
of a TWA airliner in June that 
year. 

In that episode, foe hijackers 
killed a U.S. navy diver ami held 
39 Americans bostage for 17 days 
before Syrian intervention freed 
them. 


Hungarian 
police 
hunt 2 
after attack 
on emigres 


BUDAPEST (Agencies) — Hun- 
gary tightened security along its 
borders on Tuesday in a hunt for 
two men suspected of bombing a 
coach carrying Soviet Jewish 
emigrees in Budapest. 


The 28 passengers on the coach 
were unhurt but two Hungarian 
policemen w ere seriously wound- 
ed by the remotely controlled car 
bomb on a road near Budapest 
airport on Monday. 


Israeli Ambassador David 
Kraus, who warned that Israel 
would retaliate for the attack, 
visited tiie men in hospital on 
Tuesday. 


Police said two dark-skinned 
men who left the scene of the 
explosion by car were being 
sought. 

Identity checks on people leav- 
ing Hungary were stepped up at 
border crosrings, intensifying de- 
lays caused by heavy Gmstmas 
traffic across central Europe. 


Border guard spokesman Janos 
Zubek said crossing by road into 
Yugoslavia could take up to 15 
boms and into Romania up to ^P 
hours. 

The group of Soviet Jews had 
arrived in Budapest by train and 
were being driven to a secret 
transit camp to await a flight to 
Israel when the explosion hap- 
pened. 

It was tiie first such incident 
since Budapest became the main 
staging post for Jews leaving the 
Soviet Union after the KremHh 
relaxed its emigration policy in 
.1989. 

More than 100,000 Soviet Jews 
have passed through tiie Hunga- 
rian 


Ttys U.S. State D epar tment 
Monday condemned a pair of 
apparent t e r r o ris t attacks oceur- 
ing in Budapest since last Thurs- 
day, indudmg tiie attack on the 
hup. 


Iraq says Washington 
plotting use of force 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Iraqis foreign minister says Presi- 
dent George Bush is plotting new 
military action against Baghdad 
and is sponsoring a coup attempt 
against president s»*h»wi Hus- 
sein, according to documents 
chculated Monday. 

In a letter to foe United Na- 
tions, Ahmad Hussein Khudaycr 
cited an Oct. 4 new conference by 
President Bush and a New York 
Times report of Dec. 11 to sop- 
pent his (assertion . that Washing- 
ton is trying to foment a military 
com). 

The New York Times article 
said that the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff were reviewing to “prepare 
the United States for a situation 
in Much key officers in Iraq's 
armed fences migh t request sup- 
port from Washington in an 
attempt to seize power from Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein.” 


Council have shown the develop- 
ing nations that the United Na- 
tions has been converted into a 
toed, of U.S. policy. 

Kurds give ‘last chance’ 


The Kurdistan Front, an 
umbrella group for eight Kurdish 
parties, has decided to send a 
delegation to Baghdad in a “last 
bid” for a compromise to end a 
painful _ economic blockade, 
a ccor d i n g to a Kurdish official. 


The article said two options 
were under consideration: One in 
which a coup attempt bogged 
down and U.S. assistance was 
requested, and another in which 
officers tokt Washington they 
were ready to launch a coup if 
they received U.S. orifitaiy sup- 
port 

Mr. Khudayer noted Mr. 
Bush’s Oct 4 statement that “I 
should like to see Saddam Hus- 
sein out of power so that we can 
normalise our relations with tire 
Iron people.” 

Mr. Khudayer said these re- 
ports and statements arc “indica- 
tive both of preparations for foe 
use of armed force against Iraq 
and of incitement of members of 
the Iraqi armed forces to revolt 
against the existing authority.” 

“We nevertheless have confi- 
dence in our people and our 
mured forces and in their patriot- 
ism and fafr-mindedness,” he 
said. 

He told the Security Council 
and tike secretary-general that “si- 
lence in the face of such perverse 
policies” and a one-sided, anti- 
Iraqi attitude by U.N. officials 
“will have dire consequences for 
Ihe United Nations.” 

He did no elaborate, but Iraqi 
officials have often said that the 
anti-Iraqi policies of foe Security 


of Kurdistan, said in the northern 
Iraqi town of Shaqlawa that tiie 
decision had been taken unani- 
mously at a meeting held in near- 
by Khafifan on Sunday. 

“We have deckled to respond 
to the Iraqi request and send the 
coordination committee for the 
last time to Baghdad to go and 
see what Iraq is going to do about 
lifting the blockade,” he said. 

He said tiie delegation to be 
sent shortly “wfll not stay in 
Baghdad for more than a week 
this time.” The coordination 
committee has unsuccessfully 
negotiated an end to the blockade 
several times in the past. 

Iraq stopped sending food and 
fad to Kurdish areas, suspended 
municipal services and halted 
wage payments to Kurdish civil 
servants in November. The steps 
have spurred acute feel shortages 
with gasoline prices rising 
steeply. 

Intermittent shelling and the 
economic blockade were general- 
ly seen as an Iraqi stratagem to 
force the Kurds to make conces- 
sions on their demands in the 
deadlocked talks for autonomy. 

If the Iraqi government lifts the 
blockade, Kurdish officials would 
consider resuming the negotia- 
tions, Dr. Fuad said. 

The autonomy talks bogged 
down three months ago over the 
size and borders of a projected 
autonomous area. 

Of 1.5 million Kurds who fled 
to Turkey and Iran after a failed 
rebellion in March, most were 
resettted by a U.S.-led Western 
force. However about 500,000 
unable to return to towns under 
Iraqi control still need shelter. 


Iraqis grapple with daily life 
with little thought of Christmasl 


By Mariam M. 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


BAGHDAD — “Celebrate? 
Celebrate what?” this was 
the response of Mansour, a 
29-year-old Iraqi Christian, 
when asked bow be would 
celebrate Christmas this year. 

The response is a true re- 
flection of Iraqi feelings as 
tire country prepared to cele- 
brate its second Christmas 
under siege. 

Rising prices, unemploy- 
ment — which in some areas 
is as hi gh as 70 per cent — the 
continued ostracism by tbe 
world community and lack of 
food and medicine will not 
make tins a merry anything. 

The economic situation in 
Iraq is perplexing to many 
observers. In the the chic 
Baghdad districts of Karada 
and Mansour luxury items 
and imported foods are in 
abundance. At private phar- 
macies and in tbe home of tbe 
very wealthy most medicines 
are also available. But these 
two neighbourhoods are not 
Baghdad and certainly not 
Iraq. 

In Iraq as is everywhere, it 
is the poor who suffer and in 
Iraq, the poor whose ranks 
•are quickly swelling, are suf- 
fering most. 

The high inflation rate and 
the worthless value of the 
dinar, at the moment 10 to 
the U.S. dollar in the black 
market — have inflicted one 
shock wave after another on 
the Iraqis. 

The markets are full with 
produce and some of the 
government stores have now 
added frozen chicken to their 
supply of baric food staples. 
Most Iraqis are not starving. 
“But that can hardly be a 
criteria,” one relief official 


pointed out. 

Through a government 
food distribution system, ev- 
ery Iraqi family is assured of 
at least one week's supply of 
basic foodstaples at the cost 
of 12 Iraqi dinars. A month’s 
salary averages at 200 dinars. 

The rest of a family’s diet 
has to be bought on the open 
market. The prices arc too 
high for the vast majority. 
Extras, ganrishmgs and even 
basic foodstuffs such as a kilo 
of meat, once a week, are not 
easily attainable for most 
people 

The new merchant classes 
and war profiteers enjoy tire 
fruits of their efforts at home 
and at large hotels, where 
Christmas bazaars and 
fashion shows sent shock 
waves through many parts of 
Baghda d 

A member of President 
Saddam Hussein’s family 
looked on with disapproval as 
be saw many wealthy Iraqis 
enjoying the holiday activi- 
ties at the “famous” Rashid 
Hotel. 

“Those who see this would 
think there were no sanctions 
on Iraq, they would think the 
people were not suffering,” 
be said. 

Indeed to outside obser- 
vers Baghdad looks gloomy 
but not defeated. Only in the 
homes and in. private con- 
versations do Iraqis “let go” 
and speak dreir minds. 

The stifling economic 
situation at home, tbe lack of 
public freedom and above all 
inability of theJWest to show 
any sign of mercy on tiie 
people have embittered many 
people to the core. 

“Let them spend, let them 
five," said Mona, 37, of the 
rich Iraqis at the hotel. 
“Tomorrow may never 


come.” 

“For us fife is a carousel, it 
goes up and down,” Mona 
explained. “When we were 
all wefi off, there were a lot 
of restrictions on imports. 
Our stores were very bare. 
Today wc have no money but 
our stores are frill. That is 
very fanny.” 

White basic items are bare- 
ly attainable, average harp 
priv a te merchants, who have 
been given a green fight by 
the Baghdad government, 
are busy importing vast quan- 
tities of foodstuffs, and lux- 
ury items, mostly alcohol and • 
cigarettes. 

Those who have friends of - 
relatives abroad arc gettmg. 
vital medicines, but tbe 
age Iraqis who suffer from 
relatively mild diseases like, 
diabetes or epilepsy are nbt " 
able to get their badly needed 
medicines. ^ 

Heart and cancer patient? ’ 
are dependent on the gpocK 
wfll of charitable and relief 


The U.N.-<tetirioa tode&r';- 
discussians on tire lifting of 
sanctions for another two- 
months came just in time for 
Christmas. 

The growing percentage of 
poor are stifi eating, eating' 
what is another question^ The 
rich are getting visibly richer 
and for those who say that 
the sanctions will go only if 
Saddam Hussein goes, they 
have a long wait in store. 

It may even be, as one 
European relief organiser put 
it, “the U.N. and Mr. Bush 
will have some rich people 
left in Iraq if the sanctions are 
prolonged for a Jong time. 
They will have some rich 
people and over 17 million 
people that are just sha- 
dows.” 
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U.N. urges 

Cypriot 

agreement 


Dr. Kemal Fuad, the chief rep- 
resentative of the Patriotic UnioB-j-u^rpED NATIONS (R)^Tfce 


Security Council on Monday cal- 
led on all parties ‘in Cyprus to 
.conclude an agreement that 
'would end the division of the 
island and attend an international 
con feren ce to meet this objective. 

Tbe council endorsed a recent 
report from Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar that re- 
ported progress in settling the tfis- 
pute but at tbe same time admit- 
ted a solution was nowhere in 
right 

The United States last August 
said an international conference 
between Greek Cypriots and Tur- 
kish Cypriots would take place in 
September if adequate progress 
was made by then. 

But Washington too was unsuc- 
cessful. 

At Monday’s council meeting, 
U.S. envoy Alexander Watson 
said Washington would resume 
its efforts in the regioa in during 
the fust week of January, saying 
“we see an opportunity to make 
progress on a framework agree- 


ment. 


Turkish Cypriots contend they 
are a people with a right to 
self-determination * while the 
United Nations designates tbe 
two sides as a community. 

Turkish Cypriots in 1963 proc- 
laimed their own republic. It is 
recognised only by Turkey whose 
troops occupied 37 per cent of the 
island in 1974 in response to a 
short-lived coup in Nicoria en- 
gineered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

Tbe United Nations has sought 
to obtain agreement on a federal 
system of government to reunite 
fee island. 


Security Council deadlocked 
on Western Sahara report 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council was deadlocked 
Monday over a U.N. report ab- 
out who will be eligible to vote in 
a- referendum on the future of 
Western Sahara following allega- 
tions from non-aligned states that 
the document was slanted to- 
wards Morocco. 

A United Nations-sponsored 
ceasefire came into force on Sept 
6 as part of a plan for a referen- 
dum in 1992 giving the inhabi- 
tants the choice between inde- 
pendence and integration wife 
Morocco. 

The council took the unusual 
step in not giving immediate 
approval to the report from 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and instead requested 
further consultations. 

The issue could be delayed 
until 1992 when the new secret- 
ary-general, Boutros Ghafi, takes 
office and reviews tbe con- 
troversy 

The U.N. mission has been 
plagued with problems in car- 
rying out its mnndatff since the 
September ceasefire and the Poii- 
sario Front, which seeks inde- 
pendence for the former Spanish 
colony, has accused it of violating 
its neutrality. 

The head of the mission; 
Johannes Manz of Switzerland, 
recently resigned and a replace- 
ment has not yet been named. 

In turn Morocco, which gets a 
seat on tbe Security Council in 
1992, has criticised U.N. staff of 
planning a referendum without 
having properly settled voter 
guidelines. 

Diplomats said five non- 
aligned nations blocked ap proval 
of the report, saying tiie parties 
involved had to agree on voting 
criteria. If Pofis&rio was dissatis- 


fied, tiie report could not be 
accepted. . .. . 

~ Consequently," China was to 
have said tbe report couldonly be 
approved by agreement from all 
15 cbtmcfl members. 

The key issue between the two 
sides, which has led to several 
months’ delay in implementing 
the plan, is who should be 
allowed to take part in the re- 
ferendum. 

This is complicated by the mul- 
ti -ethnic nature of Western 
Saharan society and the ebb and 
flow of people across borden.* 

Under tiie U.N. [flan, an iden- 
tification commission has been 
working cm the basis of a 1974 
Spanish census which counted-, 
more than 73,000 inhab itants. 

The disputed report recom- 
mends voting be extended -Ur 
those who have a father bom it 
the territory and those who bad 
intenmtten residence of 12 yean 
prior to Dec. 1, 1974. 

Polisario accuses Morocco ^ 
bringing thousands of supporter* 
into the territory to sbrif the 
-vote and it regards the new 
guidelines as fawonring Rabat - 

In a statement FoKsario- said 
that if the rccommendations were 
adopted they would bring 
definitive burial of the peace ptoa 
and total failure to the IfaBed 
Nations in its decolonisation 
work in the Western Sahara. 4 ' . 

The commission has beetffF' 
dating the census by taking 
account of births, deaths' \safl,’ 
population movements. :* 
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Archbishop of Canterbury 
to pay 2-day visit to Jordan 
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'AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
-Archbishop of Canterbury 
: George Carey will pay a two-day 
/. official visit to Jordan on Jan. 3 
during which he will meet with 
go vernm ent and church officials. 
I Hie- archbishop.- who is ex- 
pected to be accompanied by his 
; wifo and other churdh officials, 
, wiD be inslyccring a number of 
> institutions m Jordan. These in- 
. chide a school for die deaf in Salt, 
; the Sdbnelbr Vocational School 
at Maria, Al Ahfiefa Girls School 
and : the Bishop School in Am- 
maq. 

.. The archbishop wig be going to 
Jerusalem and die occupied Arab 


territories horn Amman on an 
inspection tour of schools and 
bosptiais run by church and char- 
itable institutions in Gaza, Nab- 
lus. Jerusalem, Ramailah, 
Nazareth and Haifa. 

According to a press release by 
the Episcopal Church here, the 
archbishop's discussions and 
tours are aimed at promoting the 
peace process and justice in the 
Holy Land and the Middle 
region. 

It ' said that the visit is 
considered as the archbishop's 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
Jerusalem. 






DIPLOMATIC MISSION "COCKTAIL RECEPTION" — The 
Amman Marriott Hotel held its annual Diplomatic CodcUfl 
Reception on December 8th, 1991. Approximately 390 members 
from the diplomatic mission hi Amman attended the reception. 
Francis Keenan, the general manager of the Amman Marriott, and 
the Marriott torn thanked theta- guests from the diplomatic 
for their support and cooperation. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The fallowing listings ate compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daify Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art and or namenta tion exhibition by Sabah HadkH at the 
Royal Cu ltu r al Cadre. 

☆ Art wfcMri™ by Jamas* Al Hwwfari at Abdul Hamecd 
Shonmn F omdatio n GnBery — 10 ajn.- 5 pan. 

* Exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artist Salam Jamfl Al Nouri at 
Ala Ait Gaflesy. 

LECTURE 

, ifr JLecfofBt hi Arabic, entitled “The Inflnenre of the Intifada on 
te Cnekapocay Ptifertnhm PpHtiadThought” Jby Faisal. 
Kwrai^ . d the Scientific and Cuttural Centre of Abdula 
Hamccd -Shu man — 6 poo. 

POETRY 

☆ Poetry recital by Munira MUah at the 'Phoenix Art and- 
- Culture Gallery — 6 pn. 


Jordan explains its stand 


tC wtfma l from page 1) 

adopt such a confidence-building 
measure. Voting for the repeal of 
U.N. General Assembly Resolu- 
tion 3379 could have been 
another such measure; but is the 
participation of both patties not 
central to the concept of negotia- 
tions? • 

The question relevant to the 
survival of the Palestinian people, 
and therefore the Arab states 
negotiating with Israel, is not 
whether Zronsim is a racist phi- 
losophy, but whether Israel as a 
state exercises policies based on 
racial or religions discrimination. 
The facts on the ground point to 
continuous oppression of Palesti- 
nians in respect of personal and 
political rights, the allocation of 
re s o ur ce s , and the fundamental 
question of ktootiy. Israeli con- 
struction of settlements in the 
occupied territories continues un- 
abated, alongside the unending 
confiscation of land. 

These measures, accompanied * 
by a fresh crackdown on Palesti- 


nians in the occupied territories, 
violate both international law and 
the democratic principle of non- 
discrimination. For Jordan's part, 
therefore, the status of Zionism 
as a political or cultural philoso- 
phy is not at issue; the policies of 
the state of Israel are. 

Jordan believes in the need for 
joint answer to the challenges of 
the region, answers based on true 
peace-malting. Jean M outlet, the 
founding father of European in- 
tegration, contrasted two models 
of negotiations. In a conventional 
model, the sides face each other 
across the negotiating table. But 
in a ture peace- making process, 
all parties are on the same side, 
faring together their common 
challenge on the other side of the 
table. In the context of ongoing, 
substantive peace negotiations, 
an end to the Israeli policies 
self-avowedty based on criteria of 
race and religion would greatly 
gpp * in transition from the con- 
ventional, unproductive, model 
of negotiation, to a true peace- 
making process. 


Bethlehem marks another Christmas 

fr - . . ,, fear, without hatred and without 

(Continued from page 1) qoJreHng.” 

“The message of Bethlehem is 
Ker leaflet from uprising leaders peace on earth... we praysnd 
urging them to open, as well as hope that 
similar advice byMayor Freij. peace in the Middle East, he 
‘‘Some called for a strike, some 
called for os to open. Mayor Freij 
said yes, we should open... so we 
are open,” sad Joseph Tabash, 
owner of a souvenir store. 

Mr. Freij issued a Christmas 
statement urging a peace where 
Jews and Arabs can live “without 

Gulf Arab leaders ponder defence 

(Continued from page 1) 


Scores of tour buses began 
arriving shortly after 8 a.m. 
(0600 GMT) in Manger Square, 
and lines formed in the Quitch of 
the Nativity, as pilgrims awaited 
to go down into the grotto where 
tradition holds Christ was bom. 


for die occasion. 

A senior Libyan envoy, 
Ahmad Gaddaf Al Dam, arrived 
with a message from his leader 
Moammar QadbafL 
* Diplomats said he was prob- 
®My scekmg GCC intervention in 
Tripos's row with the West over 
charge* Libyan agents were be- 
fe d the downing of an American 
offiner over Scotland. 

Undcrimmg T ghrafw* keenness 
to be included in GCC affairs, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Vdayati sent an envoy 
wnh a message for its rulers on 
me eve of the smnmit. 


Tehran no official com- 

ment on Tuesday but Iranian 
newspapers saw little in the sum- 
mit to cheer about. 

The hardline Jomhirri Es la mi 
said GCC states could imp rove \ 
ties'wxtb Iran by first apologising 
for their hiking of Iraq in the 
1980-88 war. 

Pointing to Gulf Ara b sta tes^ 
separate defence pacts with the 
United States, Britain and 
France, the English-language 
Kay han International said even if 
asked, Iran was unKfady to “join 
any configuration winch includ es 
alien powers.” 



EXCEPTIONAL STARGAZER — Jordanian 
astronomer Abdul Rahim Bader was honoured 
Monday by the Abdul Shoniaa Foundation 
(AHSF) and the Jordanian Amateur Astronomers 
Society (JAAS) for Us efforts hi the fields of 
astronomy and Us part in the estabtiduneat of the 
Jordanian society. AHSF Board Chairman Abdul 
M*)id Shoman delivered the key address at the 


ceremony, paying tribute to the endeavours of Dr. 
Bader and his pioneering work In the Held hi the 
Kingdom. Sodety member Khsffl Qmsul made a 
speech oatfining the works and writings of Dr. 
Bader, focu sing on Us education and his skills. 
The AHSF director, Assad Abdul Rahman, 
announced that the foundation was malting an 
annual flnimrial contribution to the sodety to 
promote its work and its efforts in Jordan. 


Minister inaugurates new mosque 


IRBID (Petra) — Deputising 
for His Majesty King Hussein, 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs f™AKn Al Khatib Ai 
Tamimi Tuesday inaugurated 
Al Faiha mosque, located in an 
old Irbid parking complex. 

Sheikh Khatib conveyed the 
greetings of King Hussein to 
'the audience and said that 
building the mosques is one of 
the greatest works Muslims do. 
He noted that the building of 
mosques has far-reaching 
effects on Muslims and contri- 
butes to spreading the message 
of Islam. 

He pointed out that mosques 
are extremely important be- 
cause they graduated the Mus- 
lim scholars and ulamas who 
raise the banner of Islam. 

The minister stressed that 
mosques have a major role in 



Izzedin Al Khatib Al Tamimi 
unifying Muslim ranks, saying 
that they served as centres of 
intellectual, cultural and sodal 
radiation. He thanked AE 
Faiha Qiaiitable Society for 
building die mosque. 


Artist 
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By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sabah Hadidi’s 
art exhibition at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC) is 
proof that an artist can master 
several types of art and main- 
tain a special trademark in 
each. 

Mr. Hadidi has done just 
that in painting, pottery de- 
sign, painting on doth and 
even furniture. Painting is the 
one area where he has become 
most involved, especially with 
the muting of colours. 

“I don’t just mix colours in 
the usual way. I make them 
from natural products and use 
chemicals to create the stable 
forms I want. I use different 
bases to get water colours or 
oil colours,” Mr. Hadidi said, 
adding that be studied the che- 
mistry of colours for one year. 

The colours used are surpris- 
ingly vivid with blues, purples 
and intense pinks, to name a 
few examples of shades that 
are totally unexpected when 


refening to colours made up of 
“sand and other natural pro- 
ducts.” 

The paintings are attention 
grabbing from the angle of 
subjects drawn because there is 
more to each painting than 
meets the eye. 


ART REVIEW 


The observer can look at one 
of these works and see a typical 
painting of scenery with its 
distant mountains and various 
shades of sand, but on further 
analysis realise that the land- 
scaping is really a human body 
and the contours are body 
parts. 

The other forms of art in- 
clude a great degree of taste.' 
Mr. Hadidi combines the pot- 
tery and the doth designs to 
make matching sets with simi- 
lar colours and designs on 
both. 

Much tike most to his works. 


Mr. Hadidi’s pottery is not the 
typical day base with the 
polished surface and painted 
design. The pots be uses are 
made of glass and then covered 
with a solid base colour before 
a final Isl antic-type design is 
placed on it. The designs with 
their typical squared off edges 
are in deep contrast with the 
curved pots they are on and 
give the work a special charac- 
teristic. 

The furniture section of the 
exhibition indudes tables and 
mirrors which are carefully 
painted with a solid base col- 
our and vivid designs. The 
designs are mainly geometric, 
but the choice of bright colours 
to complement each other is 
where die talent hes. 

The colours used are re- 
minescent of poster colours 
with their fluorescent hues, but 
the designs are so delicate that 
the brightness adds to the work 
rather than makes it seem . 
harsh. 

The exhibition will continue 
until Dec. 30. 


Jordanian contributes to 
new way of treating cancer 


Hamdi Tabba'a chairman of 
the Faiha Charitable Society, 
thanked the Awqaf minister 
for inaugurating the mosque 
on His Majesty’s behalf mid 
thanked Irbid municipality for 
donating the plot of land on 
which the mosque was built. 

The mosque was built on a 
2,700-square-metre area, at a 
cost of JD650.000. It includes a 
library, a sharia’ school, with 
six classrooms, a residence for 
the imam of the mosque and an 
office for the sodety. The mos- 
que can accommodate up to 
2,000 worshippers. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by the Irbid gov- 
ernor, a number of deputies 
from Irbid, the chairman of the 
Irbid Municipal Committee 
and a number of government 
officials in the governorate. 

Vwa» . ir . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A University 
of Jordan graduate who is cur- 
rently completing his studies in 
the United States is on a team of 
researchers that discovered a new 
way to destroy cancer cells, 
accord in g to a statement from the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies. 

The student, Abdullah El Kha- 
tib, is currently working on his 
doctorate degree in immunology. 
Mr. Khatib graduated from the 
School of Mediane at die Uni- 
versity of Jordan in 1988, accord- 


ing to the statement. 

In 1989, he joined the School 
of Medicine, Department of 
Pathology and Immunology, at 
Boston University in Massachus- 
etts, U.S. The school is consi- 
dered one of the leading schools 
in the field of immunology in the 
United States, according to die 
statement. 

A team of researchers which 
included Mr. Khatib discovered a 
new way of treating cancer, 
according to a report in the 
American Journal of Immunolo- 


gy. The new technique involves 
the killing of hemopoetic tumours 
by means of heat shocking. The 
process, initiated through che- 
mical reactions, requires the active 
participation of the target cell in 
die initiation of its own DNA 
fragmentation, according to the 
report. 

The study could have a major 
implication in the treatment of 
cancers of hcmat o pbeitic origin 
through heat shocking, according 
to the GUVS statement. 


Home News in Brief 


Prime minister to attend 
Parliamentary session 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of 
Parliament will betid a meeting this morning 
iwkT the chairmanship of House Speaker Abdul 
Jjrtif Arabiyat and in the presence of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zrid Ben Shaker and cabinet 
members. The meeting is expected to indude the 
government’s replies to questions by House 
members and discussion of die Financial Com- 
mittee’s decision No. 4 on Al Mafraq, the Court 
Draft Law for 1990 and the 1990 Karak Munici- 
pality Draft Law. 


ESCWA, ATF sign agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Economic and Social 
Commission of Western Asia (ESCWA) and die 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF) have signed an 
agreement whereby tbe ATF will cany out 
studies on changes and potential economic and 
sodal effects on tbe Middle East and ESCWA 
area of operations as a result of the peace 
process, ESCWA sources said Tuesday. The 
sources added that ESCWA ’s medium-term plan 
will be reconsidered with a view to taking into 
account the latest devel op ments resulting from 
the Gulf aim. 


ESCWA research highlights 
economic vulnerability of area 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A biennial 
research conducted by the Eco- 
nomic and Sodal Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) says re- 
cent developments in the region 
have highlighted the vulnerability 
of its countries. 

Tbe exposure of both surplus 
and defidet countries results 
from their heavy dependence 
either on oil revenues or on the 
expatriate labour remittances, 
the research found. 

The countries of the Western 
Asia region require measures like 
tbe diversification of their econo- 
mic systems and the reinforce- 
ment of the intra-regkmal econo- 
mic relations as well as inter- 
dependence to overcome the pre- 
sent difficulties, the research 
found. 

Following are the research’s 
mwm points: 

The Gulf crisis proved yet 
again that development and prog- 
ress in tbe region are dependent 
on peace and political stability. 
Unfortunately, development 
prospects have been seriously dis- 
rupted by the diversion of huge 
resources to finance armament 
polities and defense capabilities, 
as well as, the massive destruc- 
tion of sodal and economic in- 
frastructure in Lebanon, Iraq and 
Kuwait. 


According to the same* docu- 
ment, the region’s dependence on 
imports of its basic needs, namely 
food, from the industrialised 
countries are yet another proof 
of the region's vulnerability. 

The Gulf crisis caused, besides 
tbe serious economic problems, a 
disastrous sodal quake in most of 
the ESCWA member states. The 
Gulf countries and Iraq provided 
until before the war the most 
important labour market that 
offered job opportunities to the 
massive active population of the 
labour ' sending countries. The 
waves of returnees estimated to 2 
million pot tbe n on-oil-producing 
countries face to face with an 
inextricable crisis: the absorption 
of the returnees and the decline 
in the remittances of these mig- 
rant workers, notes to ESCWA 
research. 

The absorption of the retur- 
nees, which wfl] take years before 
being partly solved, will largely 
depend on adequate regional and 
international financial and tech- 
nical assistance, according to the 
ESCWA document. 

As far as the financial condi- 
tions are concerned, it is stated 
that the budgetary imbalances 
and recesaonnary trends in tbe 
Gulf sub-region throughout the 


19S0s have drastically reduced 
the necessary traditional aid 
ESCWA-rich countries used to 
grant to the poor ones. As a 
result, countries like Egypt, Jor? 
dan, Syria and Yemen had no 
choice but to contract additional 
debt to the extent that debt- 
repayment and servicing hin- 
dered seriously their develop- 
ment prospects. In order to meet 
their debt obligations, these 
countries had to reduce their in- 
vestments and embark on diffi- 
cult economic adjustment prog- 
rammes, the research found. 

The achievement of the Euro- 
pean Single Market constitutes 
another challenge to the 
ESCWA region stares in the com- 
ing years. In order to respond to 
this development, they have to 
come economically closer. While 
past experience to promote re- 
gional cooperation has not been 
encouraging in general, new 
efforts will be needed to trans- 
cend differences and safeguard 
the region’s interests. 

The political stability — a 
favourable context for economic 
and social development-will part- 
ly depend on the outcome of the 
negotiations between tbe Arabs 
and Israel, concludes the 
ESCWA research. 


Organisations to help returnees 
deal with housing, other problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
office of the charity organisation 
Human Appeal International 
(HAI) has just announced plans 
to be carried out in cooperation 
with tbe United Nations Higher 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to offer assistance to 
die Jordanian mid Palestinian ex- 
patriates returning from Kuwait. 

“We will start a charity prog- 
ramme whose objective will be to 
pay a six-month rent for the 
returnees to Jordan to help them 
get shelter, which is in great 
demand here at present,” said a 
HAI statement. 

The derision to provide the 
assistance followed a study con- 
ducted by tiie National Centre for 
Research and Development 
per cent ! 

W 1 fl^Ttftimiees asked to. give j 

f o^'h^tirjiroblems in "aif- j 
j&'tp the raw situation said « 
they faced difficulty in find- 
ing bousing or paying for homes 
they had rented, said the state- 
ment. 

The statement quoted the 
study as noting that 47 per cent of 
the returnees reside in homes 


they own, whereas 42 per cent 
have to pay rent and 11 per cent 
live with friends and relatives. 

Tbe statement pointed out that 
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) operating in Jordan have 
conducted a house-to-house 
search for needy returnee fami- 
lies and interviewed 500 of these 
families living in Amman, Zarqa 
and Irbid. Nearly 20 per cent of 
those interviewed face the pros- 
pect of being expelled from their 
rented homes because of their 
failure to pay rent, averaging JD 
55 a month, the statement noted. 

It said that the NGOs in Jordan 
have embarked on a project to 
find needy returnee families 
through visits to schools in the 
three cities and have been ex- 

cases of students vfho 
could oof pay fees foftheir 
dtincation. ’ a 

* It said that volunteer^ Visited 
families, interviewing their mem- 
bers with a view to finding out 
their basic needs. Out of 500 
families, 98 per cent said that 
bousing was their major 
headache. 

According to the statement. 


the HAI mil be charged with the 
distribution of the contributions 
to the beneficiaries. 

The statement quoted Javier de 
Riedmatten, bead of the 
UNHCR office in Jordan, as 
saying that the project aims at 
relieving the returnees of part of 
of the burden they shoulder.' . 

The statement said that the 
contribution for the rent, which 
comes from the UNHCR, was in 
response to appeals issued by the 
Jordanian government to tire 
NGOs to help Jordan deal with 
this socio-economic problem.' 

The UNHCR representative 
expressed the hope that other 
NGOs would foDow the example 
of his organisation and provide 
funds and finance projects to eqse 
th^burden on the Jordanian eco- 
norty: 

tiie HAI’s regional office 
director, Bahaedm Shanableb, 
said that the problem of tiie. 
returnees was assuming a dimen- 
sion at the national Jordanian 
level since the influx of the retur- 
nees has had adverse effects on 
the social and economic life of 
Jordan. 
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Aref Al Batameh 

WHO, Health 
Ministry to 
promote 
community 
medicine 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
tiie Health Ministry Tuesday 
opened a three month training 
seminar designed to promote the 
concept of community medicine 
in Jordan. 

The seminar was opened by 
Health Minister Aref Al 
Batameh, who noted that the 
participants would be taking 17 
courses in various aspects of com- 
munity medicine in addition to a 
three month practical training 
course. 

Dr. Ba tain eh paid tribute to' 
the WHO regional office for its 
continued support to tiie health 
activities in Jordan and he also 
thanked Jordanian universities 
for their continued support for 
the Health Ministry's en- 
deavours. 

Dr. Bataineb underlined the 
importance of this seminar for 
Jordan which, he said, lacks tbe 
specialisation needed to raise the 
level of health services and pro- 
vide . protection to the general 
health environment. 

A- group of leading professors 
from Syrian, Egyptian and Jorda- 
nian: universities as well as the 
American University of Beirut, 
along with ex perts and specialists 
from tbe Health Ministry, will 
give ' lectures during the naming 
seminar. 

Physicians and specialists em- 
ployed by the Health Ministry are 
tte ae fag tiie l eaina r aad taking 
part, in tins practical training 
course. 



WELCOME THE NEW YEAR IN STYLE 
THE HOLIDAY STYLE 

Join us for New Year's Eve Gaia Dimer 
Party. live Band, 5 Course Dimer, 
Free Champagne, Cotillon , Prizes 
Galore and much more. 

For Only JD 25 ++ (Couples Only) 

Special Room Rates throughout the 
Festive Season. 

Book Now Call The Holiday 
International Hotel Telephone 
03 1 312426 Aqaba. 
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Think differently 


IT APPEARS that the ongoing Golf Cooperation CoondPs 
(GCC) summit in Knwait is being guided by old ffladons 
that belong to bygone eras. With security arrangements and 
the formation of boge armies beading the list of issues on the 
agenda of tbe GCC meeting in Kuwait, the leaders of these 
sis Arab cou ntries give the unfortunate impression that the 
message and implications of tbe new world order have yd to 
dawn on them. Sorely it most have soaked in the minds of 
the Arab Golf states that in the wake at the Golf crisis the 
probability of any state invading another has become so 1 
remote; that this is one of the main pfflars of the new order. 
That does not suggest that the Golf states should lay down 
their arms or delete any reference to their defence needs. 
Rather they need not exaggerate such issues at the expense 
of other presang needs, notably the development of 
democratic institutions in their midst and the expansion of 
their economic cooperation to reach other Arab states winch 
are less endowned. 

Furthermore, if we rrad that the post-World War 1 era 
had established a new order on the edifice of the League of 
Nations and that the post- World War n had inhered in the 
second new world order based on the United Nations 
system, sorely tbe post-Gnlf crisis, which enmekfed with the 
defeat and dismantling of the communist worid, can be 
regarded as tbe beginning of a new international order 
characterised less by sec urity concern s and more by 
economic confrontations among economic and blocs. 
Granted that the rise of nationalism especially in Eastern 
Enrope and in the former Soviet Union can be the h a r bi nger 
of more nationalistic eruption: on a global scale and, 
therefore, would call for suitable security arr a ngements, 
stiD tbe actuation of security objectives at the expense of 
other lofty endeavours and goals is shortsighted. 

; Instead of jnst looking inward, the GCC leaders should be 
also flunking in terms of strengthening tike Arab League as 
the best and most potent answer that the Arab World can 
offer in the face of the new challenges that the new 
international order has cre at ed. At a time when the EC 
countries are thinking in terms of expanding their unity to 
comprise Easton Europe as well, the GCC snmmitccrs 
should elevate their horizons and reach out for a modi more 
enlightened regional institutions comprising the Arab states 
in the Middle East and beyond. 

Unless the Arabs, rich and poor, think and act as a 
collective entity vis-a-vis tbe emerging new worid order, 
they will ultimately find themselves marginalised and 
further divided as had happened to them in post- Worid War 
f and II. With their wealth and with the hnportance of their 
region the Arabs should aim at a stronger place in whatever 
world organisation h going to be constructed, be it the 
existing U.N. or otherwise. This is for more important than 
thinking in terms of limited regional affiances or protection 
provided by foreign powers. 


NO ONE with common sense can expect the worid com mun ity to 
reward Israel for its aggression and condone its occupation of 
Arab land, and no Arab citizen can be pleased with America’s 
appeasement of Israel and its condoning of tbe Jewish state's 
actions at tbe negotiations and in the occupied Arab territories, 
said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. Tbe paper said that tbe U.S. 
has a serious moral responsibility towards world peace in general 
and a commitment to end tbe Arab-Israeli conflict to ensure 
security and peace in the Middle East in particular. This, said the 
paper, can be best achieved by forcing Israel to stop its 
manoeuvres and by starting practical steps aimed at ending its 
occupation of Arab lands in implementation of U.N. Security 
Coanal resolutions. No one can be satisfied to see tbe United 
States adopting a passive attitude vis-a-vis the Israeli actions in 
tbe occupied lands and intransigence at tbe negotiations, tbe 
paper continued. It said that Washington should take prompt 
action now, particularly in light of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's latest statement that the Israeli negotiators are in- 
structed to talk about reaching peace with the Arabs without 
conceding any land occupied by Israel, the paper said. It said that 
Washington is called on to take practical steps to ensure real 
peace and security, otherwise the whole peace process will 
continue to revolve in a vicious circle. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said that tbe public has tbe 
right to know the facts about tbe peace negotiations, their 
prospects and tbe efforts needed to achieve peace. Taker A1 
Udwan said the negotiations are not a bed of roses or a surgical 
operation conducted by tbe negotiators, the two sides bet on 
Washington’s will and its desire to achieve peace for tbe Middle 
East region, said tbe writer. There is no need for excessive 
optimism, like that which is manifested by a number of officials, 
-because the negotiations process in Washington is not going well 
at all because of the Israeli intransigence ami lack of will, on the 
part c 'he United States, to give momentum to the process, he 
said. ' titer said Jordan is participating in tbe peace process 
becaL indeed, desires to have peace and end Israel's 

ocCuj. * Arab land and also because of pressure from tbe 

Arab > „ jod tbe international community and in light of tbe 

difflcuL . ic_ jdon in tbe country, said the writer. But, he said, it is 
unreal. : able to think that we have control over the prooess or to 
fool ourselves by saying that the peace process is guaranteed to 
achieve peace for the region. It is only fair to let people know and 
realise the fact that nothing is assured and that tbe Arab demands 
for the implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions can 
not be guaranteed not only because of Israel’s intransigence and 
tbe lack of wiD on tbe part of the U.S. to force it to comply with 
dm requirements of peace, but also in view of the fact that tbe 
Israelis and die Americans are both involved in elections in 1992, 
at a time when the world Is witnessing fast-moving developments 
and serious changes which distract people’s attention from the 
plight of the oppressed people in the occupied territories, the 
writer added. He said that tbe Middle East is nearer to war than 
to peace and the' Arabs have to take this point into consideration 
as Israel’s evil intentions are growing and its ambitions are 
increasing all the time. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla MaOd 


Composition not consumption matters 


IT IS right to talk about economic diseqinKbria in terms of 
budget, trade, current account and international payments 
deficits. But it is not correct to talk- about the ’'consumption 
deficit;” that is meaningful. 

Another term used to describe these disequOibria is “gap.” 
Thus we can say budget, trade and balance of payment gaps. 
When it conies to cons um ption, an economist should talk about a 
saving gap, not a consumption deficit or disequilibrium. 

With the budget, the trade balance, the current account and tbe 
balance of payments we have well-known credit and debit items 
and hence there are gaps. With consumption, there is no** such 
thingtas a gap. But there is a saving gap which, refers to the state 
where available savings fell short of investments, both ex post 
(actqal)or ex ante (planned). If we have adequate savings to 
finance the required investments it will be foolish to worry about a 
high level of consumption. 

Consumption in the context of policy objectives is such a 
imig ne variable. Economics is defined as tbe science that deals 
with using economic resources to satisfy tbe human needs. If 
follows that cons um ption is an end in itself. Tbe good justification 
for restraining consumption is ony to boost it later on. Thus 
constraining consumption is a temporary measure and must only 


be applied in this sense. Economic policies which lead to a 
continous state of suppressing consumption form examples of 
outright failure. Saving itself is nothing else than postponed 
consumption. 

And there is more to that. If the produce of farms in the Jordan 
Valley, tbe output of factories in Marka and tbe services of hotels 
in Aqaba were not consumed by Jordanians, these economic units 
will close down. Consuming their products generates income for 
their owners and labourers. The less is tbe consumption, tire less 
is the generated income. And here lies tbe uniqueness of 
consumption, jn the sense that it is largely the counterpart of 
income or the otheT side of the coin. 

But this virtuous relationship worts as long .as what the 
Jordanians consume is produced in Jordan. When they consume 
imported goods and services, Jordanians generate income to 
pay foreigners tor these imports. Buying imported American 
goods means creating incomes and jobs for American entrep- 
reneurs and workers. Imports are the deepest Mack hole that 
devours national income. 

It thus follows that there are two types of consumption: one 
related to domestic products and the second to imports. The first 
type is productive and therefore need not be discouraged. The 


second constrains economic growth and thereby economic de- 
velopment. 

Tbe centra] issue in the management of economic development, 
in tbe context of cons um ption is bow to boost savings not howto. 

t ra in consumption. Curtafling consumption need not neces- 
sarily improve savings, consumption may ‘drop (town while 
savings also phmge rather than rise. This is 'bound, to happen 
when the drop in consumption is outweighed by a drop in imports 
which wfll depress tbe national income. And when the national 
income rises, both consumption and savings go up sunnl- 
taneously. 

Thus tbe crucial formula is to divert more consumption to 
domestically-produced goods and services. In this case, more 
consumption means more income and can mean more savings. It 
actually must mean higher savings except in tbe very uncommon 
case where there is a great deal of pent up demand in tbe national 
economy. In other words, consumption here does not materialise 
or increase at the expense of savings. 

A higher level of consumption satisfied from domesti c produ c- 
tion is unquestionably better fo™ a lower level of consumption 
with a greater import content. It is tbe composition of consump- 
tion which really matters not its level. 


For Israel the Zionism vote has a dark lining 


By Paul Lewis 
The United Nations last week 
repeated its 1975 resolution defin- 
ing Zionism as “a form of racism 
and racial discrimination," but the 
Israelis on hand for the General 
Assembly vote were hardly 
euphoric. Israel’s Foreign Minis- 
ter, David Levy, managed a smile 
as delegates rushed to shake -his 
band. Bat another Israeli official 
sourly told a well-wisher: “Some 
people are going to regret this 
day in a year’s time.” 

Mr. Levy said tbe repeal had 
removed “a terrible stain” on tbe 
United Nations' record, and 
American Jewish groups wel- 
comed it as the righting of a 
wrong done to Israel in tbe course 
of tiie cold war, when the Soviet 
Union and the United Nations’ 
Third Worid majority used the 
organisation as a platform for 
attacking democracy, capitalism 
and Western policy in general. 

But the Israeli government was 
noticeably unenthusiastic when 
Vice President Dan Qualye first 
called for repeal two years ago — 
fearing die price America aright 


. ask — although it did warm to the 
idea when President Bush 
embraced it earlier this year. 

“The United Nations finally 
pat behind it the last major ves- 
tige from an era of sterile con- 
frontation, a defamation dis- 
guised as diplomacy,’' said B’nai 
B’rith’s international director, 
Harris O. Schoengerg. The 
Worid Jewish Congress called the 
vote “a victory for decency.” 
But when die United States 
and its Western allies had gone 
lobbying for repeal among scep- 
tical Third World nations, the 
argument they used was not just 
that repeal would correct an in- 
justice that implicitly denied 
Israel’s right to exist. They also 
insisted it would help the Middle 
East peace process — and in ways 
not necessarily to the present 
Israeli government's ' liking- The 
representative of a major Euro- 
pean said tbe argument was put 
this way: “You're not doing this 
for Israel. You're doing this to 
help George Bush make peace.” 
The United States had, in fact, 
annoyed many United Nations 


members by cutting the organisa- 
tion out of tbe peace negotiations 
at Israel’s insistence. Now 
Washington’s representatives 
could eigne that repeal would 
weaken Israel’s dislike for hte 
United Nations, allowing it to 
play a larger role in implementing 
whatever settlement may be 
reached — in aiding returning 
refugees, for example, or in di- 
viding np water resources. It was 
also argued that repeal might 
encourage Israel to take a less 
jaundiced view of Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 242 and 338, 
which evision an Arab-Israeli 
peace in which Israel would ex- 
change occupied Arab lands for 
Arab acceptance of Israel's right 
to exist within secure boundaries. 

“Repeal helps Israel feel like a 
normal United Nations member 
and cooperate with resolutions 
that wfll be the basis of any 
settlement,” said Judith Kiper, a 
Middle East expert at the Brook- 
ings Institution. 

Israel’s spuming of these re- 
solutions, claiming it has already 
swapped land for peace by giving 


Sinai back to Egypt a decade ago, 
has become an added embarrass- 
ment to its friends since the Gulf 
war, in which the Security Coun- 
cil condoned war with Saddam 
Hussein predsely-because he re- 
fused to give up Kuwait. 

But for America’s European 
and other allies the main benefit 
of repeal is their belief that it wifl 
strengthen President Bush hand 
in fending off the pro-Israel lobby 
in the United States during next 
year’s election campaign and will 
thus enable him to maintain 
pressure on Israel to cut a deal 
with its Arab neighbours. 

The timing of America’s appeal 
upset many Muslim countries, 
which thought the United States 
had agreed to postpone the issue 
until tire peace tails made more 
progress. 

A shield 


American officials say the Un- 
ited States sought repeal now 
because it had toe votes to win. 
But many experts think it did so 
in part to deflect criticism of 
President Bush's recent decision 
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Discipline — it begins with parents 


By Jane E. Brody 

New York Tones Service 


NEW YORK — Few chores of 
. child- rearing are more frustrating 
or fraught with emotional conflict 
than discipline. Some researchers 
believe they know why: Disci- 
pline is being applied to children 
when it should first be applied to 
their parents. 

“Most parents lack a good 
grasp of what to do when there’s 
a problem,” said James Windell, . 
a clinical psydnlogjst in Water- 
ford, Michigan. ‘Their instincts 
aren’t always useful, and when 
they rely on their emotions they 
often end up feeling guflty.” 


But new findings suggest that it 
may be surprisingly easy for pa- 
rents to get out of ineffective 1 
disciplinary ruts. Researchers 
caution that beyond toe import- 
ance of combining love wito- 
lixmts, there is no one approach 
that every parent should adopt. 

Botfa children and disciplinary 
occasions differ, and parents are 
unconvincing disciplinarians 
when nsmg a tactic that makes 
toem uncomfortable. 

“One size doesn’t fit all,” said 
Dr. Carolyn Webster-Strattou , a 
nurse-practitioner and child * 
psychologist at the University of 
Washington in Seattle. “Basic 
disciplinary principles must be 
tailored to each child and fami- 


ly." Before parents can become 
effective disciplinarians, she said, 
they must team how to manage 
their own anger, solve problem 
situations and give and get sup- 
port from others. 

The recent findings, suggest 
that most parents, even those 
who themselves were subjected 
to harsh discipline, can, with a 
little help, do a much better job 
with their own children. These, 
findings, for example, have come 
out of the studies: 

— Simple self-help techniques, 
with or without professional sup- 
port, can help parents sharply 
reduce discipline problems. 

Effective discipline requires 
parents to be sensitive to their- 
children's needs. Children do not 
respond positively to disciplin e 
unless they feel loved and 
wanted. 


— Praise and love alone are 
not enough. Too much permis- 
siveness hurts a child's efforts to 
develop self-control. 

— Behaviour problems should 
be reversed early; waiting until 
toe pre-teen years diminishes 
c hanc es for success and increases 
the risk of delinquency and other 
problems. 

— Spanking is not only ineffec- 
tive, it may erode the child’s 
self-esteem and tbe parent- child 
relationship, leading to more 
problems. 

Studies among hun-. 


dreds of families at' 
toe Univeristy of Washington 
School of Nursing have shown 
that “parents need to learn as 
many tricks of the trade as possi- 
ble, including how to play with 
their children, communicate with 
toem, praise and reward toem 
and set limits for them, as well as 
how to handle misbehaviour us- 
ing a variety of techniques,’' 

. according to Dr. Webster-Strat-. 
ton, director of tbe Parenting 
Clinic there. 

The Seattle studies have also 
shown ttaat instructional 
videotapes that demonstrate right 
and wrong ways of handling be- 
haviour problems can teach pa- 
rents to induce major improve- 
ments in the behaviour of their 
difficult children. 

Studies of babies and toddlers 
directed by Dr. Everett Waters, a 
psychology professor at toe State 
University of New York at Stony 
Brook, also showed that young 
children were more responsive to 
parental discipline if they could 
form a secure attachment to the 
parent. 

The child must perceive toe 
parent as “available, responsive, 
sensitive — sensitive to the baby’s 
signals and able to respond 
appropriately and in a timely 
manner,” he explained. 

However, the so-called permis- 
sive approach, in which parents 
.are unconditionally warm and. 


accepting regardless of what tbe 
child does, is “a disaster in the 
hands of most parents,” Dr. 
Gerald Patterson, an eminent 
researcher- in tbe -field, said. 


Follow-up studies of permissive 
parenting conducted tty Dr. Di- 
ana Baum rind of the University 
of California at Berkeley found 
that toe children lacked self-con- 
fidence and faced a high risk of 
‘developing antisocial behaviour 
or becoming substance abusers. 

Dr. Susan O’Leary, a Stony 
Brook psychologist, has found 
that lax parenting is as bad as* 
harsh parenting. Both for 
teachers and for parents of 2- 
. year-olds, tbe “timing, tone of 
voice and length of tbe reprimand 
determine its effectivenss,” she 
said. 


When a child misbehaves, toe 
reprimand should be immediate, 
delivered firmly in a neutral tone 
of voice without yelling or plead- 
ing and should be brief. “Don’t 
touch” is better than a 60-worid 
explanation, toe said. 

Describing classroom experi- 
ments, she said: “If the teacher 
Waits too long and lets things 
build np, a real problem can 
develop. But if toe teacher inter- 
venes right away, things go 
smoothly. The same is true of 
parents of 2-year-olds." — Inter- 
national Herald Tribune (New 
_York Times Service). 


to delay guaranteeing Israeli 
loans for resettling Soviet Jewish 
refugees and to shield the Presi- 
dent against further charges of 
harshness next year. “He is 
baying time for toe negotiations 
and this was his domestic aim,” 
says Seymour Reich, a past chair- 
man of the Conference of Presi- 
dents of Major American Jewish 
Organisations. 

Richard E. Murphy, a former 
Assistant Secretary of State who 
is now at the Council cn Foreign 
Relations, said “Repeal mainly 
helps Bosh’s standing with the 
American Jewish community, 
which feels he is too tough on 
Israel.” And William B. Quandt 
of the Brookings Institution, who 
•as an aide to President Carter 
helped negotiate the Camp David 
land-for-peace accord between 
Egypt and Israel, commented: 
“Bush wants Israel to feel less 
isolated. He also doesn’t want to 
be accused of being anti-Israel 
across toe board:” 

To an extent, American Jewish 
organisation helped President 
Bush gjve himself this shield by 
showing greater enthusiasm fen 
repeal than did Israel’s govern- 


ment. “Israel was never -an etou- 
siast because it didn’t want to pay a 
price." noted Alfred H. Moses; 
President of the American Jewish 
Committee. “But we were very 
keen.” Mr. Moses said be expects 
tbe next “crunch” in Israeh- 
American relations in Februaiy, 
when he thinks tbe administra- 
tion will offer Israel loan guaran- 
tees but will link them to a freeze 
on West Bank settlements. 

Meanwhile, the belief that re- 
pealing the Zionism-equals-rac- 
ism resolution would advance the 
Middle East peace talks has 
yielded unexpected dividends 
for both Israel and tbe United 
States. Jnst before the crucial 
vote, American diplomats were 
predicting that at most 102 coun- 
tries would vote in favour, with 
np to 30 against In fact, the 
outcome showed a bigger margin 
for repeal and the Arabs divided. 
With 111 countries voting in 
favour, there were only 25 
against, with 13- abstentions and 
17 refusing to vote- at all, includ- 
ing six Arab nations — Egypt, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Morocco, Tuni- 
sia and Oman. — Tbe New York 
Timejv 


LETTERS 


Always at your service 


To the Editor: 


I refer to the letter to toe editor “Wingkss Hermes" published inthe 
Jordan Times, Dec. 23, in which he complained about delays, of up to six 
months, in receiving mail sent here from Europe and I would like to point 
Out toe following: 

— In princ i ple, we are always careful to take into consideration any 
o nmplaint sent. to os. 

— As to tbe Hwphlat in question, the director of postal services has 
paid a visit to the company employing Mr. Craig as manager, who 
incidentally was not there, and realised die complaint was imbed to 
incoming surface mail. 

— In tow respect, we would Be to e mphas is e thatjtfaerespo nsffiffity for 
the surface mail bes with toe sender. Jordan’s re sponsi bility begins from 
the moment the dispatched item reaches Jordanian territory. Jordan is 
also responsible to emote the dispatch of mafl originating from Jordan to 
its destination abroad. 

In this connection, we would like to reassure Mr. Craig that tbe postal • 
services in Jordan send all the outgoing mafl by air mail, indudmg mad to 
which it charges rates for surface man. We would Eke to abo point out 
that the Jordanian postal services send through air mad more than 75 
dispatches on a daily basis and that tbe Jordanian foreign postal network is - 
considered as one of toe widest networks in the Middle East region, to 
performance is recognised by the Universal Postal Union as among the 
best worldwide. 

— Though we (fid not discover any delayed mail destined to Mr. Ctmg , 
we admit that his co mp lai nt about the delays in tbe arrival of (airfare mad 
to Jordan is jnstified, espe c ially disp at ches sent before and during the Oatf 
crisis. We would like to point out here that Jordan continues to receive 
mail that has been delayed for over months after lying idte in pn*te rf_ 

countries where this maQ originated, or at sea. 

As we have already painted oat, toe dedays in these cases tie partly with- 
the countries of origin and partly are due to the very se v ere nmmwi w-f 
in this region recently. 

The Post and Postal Savings Public Corporation would Eke to assure afl 
citizens that toe Jordanian postal services spare no effort in promptly 
(fistriboting ah incoming mail as soon as it reaches Jordan. We can assure 
yon that no delays in the distribution happen here, except when in cases of 
wrong addresses. 


— We would Eke to express appreciation to Mr. Craig for his remarks 
and for allowing ns to fufly explain the Jor danian postal services’ 


responstnfities. We would tike to urge Mr. Cndg to arrange for Us mafl to 

be sent by air to ens ure no delays. 


Dr. Abdn&ali Al Jazi 


Post and Portal Savings Public 
Corporation Director 


She deserves better 


To the Editor: 


WhdAttir >y 


I read time and again Nonna’s letter addressed to the editor and - 
pnblisbej^ Dec. 17. 1 tried hard to call it constructive cxittefem, ~ 


JE S3 1 *2" a stud y a promising reporter! 

trying hard to serve our country and onr 


w^d^eond^ cmmnistancea ferT»T^S^- 
OToemragemenL But venomous criticism hits bcoe^toehrfrf-" f ; 
lecL f. . 

ftfc sadAttft. manner did nto find it in her to reviewrh^ U 
efforts of tbe reporter m a dvflmed manner. ^ 
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Greenland Santa Centre seeks tourist cash. fuels Nordic row 
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By Tim Pearce 
Reuter 

COPENHAGEN — Green- 
land is promoting itself as the 
", real home 7 * of Santa Oaus 
m a bid to pull in sleds-full of 
tourist cash. 

The Rudolf The Red- 
Nosed Reindeer Restaurant 
has jvst opened in Green- 
land's capital Nuuk in the 
first .stage of a Christmas 
entertainment centre that 
Greenlanders hope will bring 
tourists - Socking. 

The new centre seems cer- 
tain to foci a simmering row 
between the normally con- 
sensus-loving Scandinavians 
over " which part of their 
northern lands is Santa’s 
home. 

Sweden, Norway and Fin- 
nish Lapland already have 
money-spinning Christmas 
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Cindy 

overshadows 
Santa as 
Swedish 
yuletide symbol 

By Lars Foyen 
Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — It 
wouldn’t be Christinas in 
Sweden without the omnipre- 
sent allure of a beauty in sexy 
lingerie. 

For the fourth Christmas 
running, fashion retailer 
Hesnes Mauritz (HM) is 
arousing hot . emotions, with 
an underwear model smiling 
invitingty from thousands of 
huge billboards all over the 
country. 

The 1991 Christmas ling- 
erie gjd is U.S. super model 
Cindy Crawford, known to 
the Swedes simply as Ciqfly., 

Feminists steal Cindy past- 
as fust to bum them. Men 
take them home for comfort 
or as a student prank. 

Police worry about how the 
posters affect traffic safety. 
Women worry about the 
effect on their men. 

“Advertising always 
awakes positive and negative 
emotions and stealing is not 
uncommon, particularly if 
the ads depict underwear. 
The reaction this year has 
been particularly strong 
said HM advertising Manager 
Joakim Gip. 

The posters show Cindy 
posing against a neutral white 
background in a wide range 
of bras , knickers, nightwear 
and so-called “bodies,” re- 
sembling bathing suits. 

Police said the two towns 
worst bit by Cindy fever were 
Malino in southernmost 
Sweden, where feminists 
were fearing her down, and 
the university town of Link- 
oping , where thieves seemed 
to ' he thirsting for female 
beauty. 

U I sinpect Ms. Crawford is 
brightening up the waffs of 
quite a few student dormitor- 
ies here,” sa/d a Linkoping 
Police spokesman. 

The posters, which also 
adorn HM^s markets in other 
parts of Scandinavia, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, England 
and the Netherlands, adver- 
ts® e prices ranging fmm $6 for- 
a pair of brief knickers to S2Q 
for a foil “body." 

Ms. Crawford is one of the 
best-paid models in the 
world. Ms. Gip declined to 
say bow much she was paid 
for the posters because it was 
HM policy not to reveal 
advertising costs. 

Ms. Gip 'said the contrast 
between a scantily clad beau- 
ty and the cold and dark of 
winter was sure to attract 1 
attention. 

In Oslo in neighbouring 
Norway, a traffic commis- 
sioner argued that Cindy bill- 
boards along the highways 
were a traffic hazard. 

Ms. Gip disagreed: “One 
professor said Cindy was 
more likely to sharpen the 
attention of dozy drivers than 
to distract them." 


centres trading on the image 
of the jolly, white-bearded 
old man in red cloak and hat 
who brings children Christ- 
mas presents on his reindeer- 
drawn sled. 

Greenland businessmen 
and the government are put- 
ting $2 million into their San- 
ta Claus Workshop Centre, 
which is being developed on a 

1,000 square metre (10.760 
square feet) site at a disused 
shipyard. 

The Rudolf Restaurant 
and a market selling locally 
made yuletide gifts and Eski- 
mo handicrafts mark the start 
of the Nuuk project drawn up 
by the Santa Oaus of Green- 


land JFoundation. 

By Christinas next year, 
the centre will be complete, 
with year-round arts and 
crafts staffs, exhibitions on 
Greenland’s nature and wild- 
life, and sleigh rides with real 
reindeer among the attrac- 
tions. a foundation official 
said. 

The foundation hopes to 
earn some $20 million a year 
when the centre is finished, 
bringing in visitors on charter 
flights, mainly from North 
America and Japan. 

The revenue and the jobs 
the centre will provide are 
badly needed by icebound 
Green/and. The world’s 


largest island, it has few 
marketable resources and re- 
lies heavily on a $360 million 
annual subsidy from its for- 
mer colonial ruler. Denmark. 

Greenland also expects the 
Santa Centre to increase the 
flow of letters it receives from 
children all over the world 
addressed to Father Christ- 
mas, CJO The North Pole , 
Greenland. 

The post office receives 

30,000 letters a year, and 
replies to each one in En- 
glish. Danish and Eskimo 
with a Christmas message 
and a small gift. 

The Santa controversy sur- 
faced at a meeting of Nordic 


Council prime ministers in Ice- 
land last year when Green- 
land’s then prune minister, 
Jonathan Motzfeldt, accused 
Fuffandl of stealing Santa. 

The Finns bad taken the 
venerable gentleman from his 
age-old home at the North 
Pole in Greenland and 
moved him to a fiat, forested 
part of Finland that had no 
connection with Christmas, 
said Mr. Motzfeldt. 

Officials of the Santa Claus 
Foundation agree. “Everyone 
knows Santa Claus comes 
from Greenland — Wait Dis- 
ney said so , " said Marketing 
Director Preben Larsen. 

“The concept of Santa’s 


workshop was inspired by 
Disney’s cartoon films, which 
dearly state that fbe white- 
bearded figure lives at the 
North Pole, Greenland.” 

The Finns have come 
under attack partly because 
their six-year-old Santa Cen- 
tre in the Lapland capital 
Rovaniemihas proved so suc- 
cessful, attracting more than 

500,000 visitors a year. Com- 
puters are used to son the 
annual deluge of 600,000 let- 
ters addressed to Santa from 
children round the world. 

“If Santa had to learn Fin- 
nish, he’s never have time to 
fill children’s stockings this 
Christmas, ” said Greenland's 


Larsen, in an add reference 
to the difficulty of the Finnish 
language. 

Hostility to Finland resur- 
faced at the Father Christmas 
World Congress in 
Copenhagen in July , where 
Santas from round the world 
joined forces to exclude the 
Rovaniemi interloper. 

No less than 104 Santas 
from as far afield as Russia 
and Australia donned their 
red robes and white beards 
and tucked into traditional 
Danish Christmas fare, 
sweltering in summer 
temperatures of 25 degrees 
Celsius (77 degrees 
Fahrenheit). 


As well as banning the 
Finnish Santa, they found 
time to put together an im- 
promptu Euro-carol, a sea- 
sonal ditty combining snatch- 
es of traditional Christmas 
songs from half a dozen of 
the European Community 
countries. 

Wherever be lives now, 
Santa ’s home in the icy north 
is far removed from his roots 
in the warmer dimate of 
southern Turkey. 

Santa’s name is a corrup- 
tion of Saint Nicholas , bom 
in Antalya on the Mediterra- 
nean coast in the third cen- 
tury and for many years 
■bishop of nearby Demre. 
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The vacationers 


Warbaby 


By Mote Addas! 

It is the season for all those students studying abroad to 
start pouring back home for the Christmas holidays. It is 
also the season for the parents of those students to armour 
themselves became the "children” they shall meet at the 
airport win only slightly resemble the kick they sent off to 
university only months before. 

For example, these visiting children will not complain 
about die food and they will eat absolutely anything cooked 
at home without any problem whatsoever. Whereas the 
kids the parents said good-bye to at die begining of last 
semester only picked at their food and had some items on 
their “menus” that they would not be caught in the same 
room with , let alone eat. 

The discovery about the children's new food habits will 
be made at the fust and possibly the last meal die kid will 
eat at home , seeing that each kid will already have formed 
a schedule with his or her friends and it will appear to be a 
matter ofBfe-or-deatb if some “outsider," like a parent, for 
example, would as much as suggest that the schedule be 
more flexible. 

If some ffexiblity is at all possible, the kid would, or even 
worse, the mother would suggest that the kid bring bis or 
her friends to the house for meals. At which tuneyoorchUd 
will bring the “gang” of friends to your house for breakfast, 
brunch, lunch, snacks , and dinner. While the gang's 
mothers lie back grateful for a break, thinking that their 
kids must have gotten smart and found a friend who's a 
f reshman andwhose mother has no due about the hectic 
timetable she will get. 

If you are a parent of a freshman, [suggest you brighten 
up. If you want to see your kids at all the best time is while 
they are asleep in their beds. 

Otherwise , you could stay up late waiting for die kids to 
wander in at some ungodly hour and give them a lecture on 
how worried you are and make it seem like the good old 
days when you always yelled when they come home late. 

Actually, I wo uld skip the lecture on being late because 
you wouldn't want them with a statement like But I stayed 
out all the time when I was at the university and no one 
stayed up to lecture me. ” Then they would add that they 
were out “studying. ” Just so that you do not “misunder- 
stand” them. 

So all in all, you would want to ship the kids back to 
university, even before their holidays are over seeing that 
you would not see them anyway. 

And because you feel that you are paying for an 


Zurich JfaWt 
L P 


aeroplane ticket so that your kids see their friends I suggest 
that you arrange the ticket so that your kid only transits in 
Jordan and leaves a few hours later back to the university. 
Eat that one meal you will get together at the airport 

That is what I would do if I were in your place. Bat I 
know your parents out there very well. The minute you see 
those little monsters' of yours at the airport a gain you get 
all jnnsby and you put up with more than you did in the 
previous vacation. 

So to all you mushy parents. Merry Christmas and good 
luck for tire New Year! 


By £ Yaghi 

BAGHDAD — The dank icy room smelled like death and 
mold. Outside the wind bowled and a boom of thunder split 
through the sound of wind and rain which beat fiercely 
against the small window of Maysoon’s two room house. 
She sniffled, wiped her nose on die sleeve of her dress and 
stared oat at the gray sky and gray buildings lit only by 
black hollow holes. She sat on a thin mat haphazardly 
thrown upon a bare cold cement Boor. On her lap lay 
sleeping the ragged tiny infant figure of her only child, 
Warbaby, a boy . She gently rocked bis emaciated frame 
with her legs and then worriedly looked down at his 
skeleton like body which was covered by a piece of skin 
tightly stretched over it She sighed and said as she looked 
out the window again: “Where are you KhaJed my 
husband? Are yon dead or alive? Why did you leave me 
just when J needed you most? Fve shed ten thousand tears 
in misery over you. Soon these tears will turn to blood 
because Fve cried so much. Look at my life, Khaled , I \ 
don’t know where it’s going! Come and see your son before 
he dies. Warbaby was bom in your absence and I swear 
that when he was bom , I beard the echo of your voice in bis 
first tear. Where are yon? Are you dead or alive? Why did 
yon desert os? The day you left for the army, it was raining 
just like today and I didn't stand in your way, but looked 
out the window after you'd gone and struggled for 
something to say. Where will I find comfort? Only God 
knows. The love that glowed in your eyes used to tight my 
way, now there is no tight. I feel tike Tm a leaf upon die 
wind with no place to land." 

She heard a knock of the door. Carefully she placed her 
swaddled bund/e on the mat and patted him gently so he 
wouldn’t wake up. He slept so little. His illness was wearing 
him out. Slowly she dragged herself to the door hod looked 
out a small window built within it She saw the worried face 
of her neighbour Reema. Quickly she unbolted the lock. 

The two women embraced each other. Invitingly, May- 
soon said, “Welcome, welcome Reema. Come in from toe 
cold." Her friend entered. “Here, sit down by the baby, 
but be careful not to disturb him . He's bad another bad 

nigh t. ” 

Her friend, an older woman, sat down. Isn't be any 
better? you look tike you've had a hard night Go and 
wash, comb your hair. FU watch him for you. Do you need 
anything?" 

“Yes, I need some life for my son. There's been tittle 
improvement in his health. I t hink Fm going to loose him* 
too! How can I wash or comb my hair at a time tike this? 


What am I going to do Reema? I have do one but you. Afy 
parents are dead, my husband's trussing in action and sow 
Warbaby’s dying too. If this infant dies, then what is there 
left for me to live for? Fve sold most of my wedding gold to 
let us survive. There is no hope left!'' She collapsed beside 
her friend, her face contorted in deep tines of fret. 

Reema grabbed Maysoon's hand, squeezed it for com- 
fort and said, ‘Take it easy. Haw faith and pray to God trip " 
save the life of your tittle son and return your husband to-ti- 1 
yon. Look on toe bright side. You ’re young, yoo have your.p 
life ahead of you. There must be no more such talk of death, Ij'-" 
and dying!" ' ■ '£' 

But Maysoon barely beard tier friend and asked, “Why?;# 
Why is the world punishing us? What did poor women Ife-’y'; 
us do? Reema, you’ve lost three children from the war ptus ^t 
your husband. How can you be so brave? Why doesn't thc-u':' 
U.N. lift the sanctions? Medicine would save toe babf& y- 

tifel" :V- 

She searched for an answer in the sad eyes of her friend. Uc 
Then her companion said, “Ah, my child. War teaches the *:• 
coward bravery. As for now, it seems the world has ^ 
forgotten ns. Every country in toe American-led coalition ;!<? 
was so quick to attack but since they destroyed us and left 
us without any means of existence, they are deaf to our 
pleas for mercy. There is no justice in this life. What can we 
do but bear our burdens and go on with our fives? There is 
no escape from our fate but through dreams or death.” Vi 

Maysoon complained, “Fm twenty years old and Fve 
seen in my short life more pain than most people see their 
entire lives. I have no money to support us, no education 
ami no hope. Why did Khaled have to leave me? And what 
can I do about Warbaby? Why must he die too?" 

She boned her face in her hands and began to sob. , v 
Crying was nothing new to her. She did it most of the day. 
Her whole body shook. Reema hugged her and tried to 
ease her pain. After a while, when Maysoon was calmer, 
her friend returned to her own dark house. Maysoon stiB 
site and waits for her husband to return home, but in her ' < 
heart, she knows the truth. She knows he’s burled % 
somewhere in toe Kuwaiti desert, plowed under by the 
American-fed forces during toe Gulf war. He hardly bad ... 
the chance to know his bride of a few months before be 
left for duty, be would never see his son and he ties almost 
forgotten but for the millio n tears Maysoon will yet shed V 
for him. And as she looks at the starving figures of •’ 
Warbaby, Maysoon thinks of all the other more fortunate 
children in the world. Where were those cards that were 
supposed to save lives of babies such as this? And where 
was the compassion of toe dvitised world? 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday , Dec . 26 

1827 — Turkey's Sultan 
Mohamud Z7 rejects right of 
allies to mediate in war with 
Greece. 

1901 — Completion of 
Uganda Railway from Mom- 
bassa to Lake Victoria. 

1938 — Declaration of 
Peru against all foreign in- 
tervention is approved by 
Pan American Conference. 

1941 — U.S. dedans Man- 
ila an open dtyin toe Philip 
pines in World War JT. 

1961 — United Nations 
officials charge toe Northern 
Rhodesia was aiding seces- 
sionist Congo province of 
Katanga in its fight against 
U.S. forces. 

1962 — Eight refugees 
from deep inside east Ger- 
many escape to West Berlin 
by crashing bus through bar- -. 
riers at border checkpoint. 

1971 — Sixteen U.S. veter- 
ans of Vietnam War seize 
Statue of Liberty in New 
York Harbour to dramatise 
their anti-war stand. 

1977 — Israel's Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
and Egypt's President Anwar 
Sadat conclude meeting at 
' Ismailia , Egypt, without 
agreeing on Middle East 
issues. 

1989 — Forces loyal to 
Communist government be- 
gin surrendering as videotape 
aired on Romanian television 
shows Moody bodies of ex- 
ecuted leader Nicolae 
Ceauscscu and wife Elena. 

1990 — King Michael re- 
turns to Romania after 43 
years in exile, only to be 
deported again within 12 
horns of his arrival. 

Friday, Dec. 27 


1927 — Joseph Statin's fac- 
tion wins at all-union con- 
gress in Soviet Union, and 
Leon Trotsky is expelled 
from Communist Party. 

1944 — In World War U, 
Soviet forces surround 
Budapest; U.S. forces smash 
across German bulge in Bel- 
gium and relieve U.S. troops 
under siege at Bastogpe. 

1945 — Foreign ministers 
6f Britain, United States and 
Soviet Union, meeting in- 
Moscow, call for provisional 
democratic government in 
Korea. 

1948 — Cardinal MJnd- 
szenty is arrested in Hungary. 

1949 — The Netherlands' 


Queen Juliana signs docu- 
ment granting Indonesia 
sovereignty after more than 
three centuries of Dutch rule. 

1956 — United Nations 
fieet begins blearing Suez 
Canal after Suez War. 

1964 — Congo government 
charges that officers . from 
Algeria and United Arab Re- 
public are hading Congolese 
rebels on Congo's north east- 
ern border. 

1969 — Libya, Sudan and 
United Arab Republic 
announce political, economic' 
and military agreement in 
Tripoli. 

1972 — Australia halts 
military aid to South Viet- 
nam, ending its involvement 
in Vietnam War. 

1975 — China releases 
Soviet helicopter that Sew 
into Chinese territory. 

1976 — At least 20 people 
die in fight between two 
groups of. blacks in Cape 
Town, South Africa. 

1987 — Ferocious gun battle 
erupts in crowded market in 
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka, after 
suspected Tanto rebels fatally 
shoot policeman, and at least 
25 people are reported killed. 

1989 — U.S. soldiers blast 
rock music and newsbulletins 
about Panama at Vatican 
\cmbassy in Panama City in 
attempt to drive General 
Manuel Noriega from refuge 
there. 

1990 — After being recal- 
led days earlier, Iraq’s 
ambassadors return to their 
posts calling for “serious and 
constructive dialogue" on 
Gulf crisis. 

Saturday, Dec. 28 

1917 — Bessarabia proc- 
.laims independence as 
Moldavian Republic. 

1938 — Iraq severs rela- 
tions with France. 

1942 — Japanese planes 
bomb Calcutta, India, in 
World War U. 

1948 — Premier Nokrasby 
Pasha of Egypt is assassin- 
ated. 

1950 — Chinese forces 
cross 38th parallel in Korea. 

1962 — United Nations 
troops engage in heavy right- 
ing in Katanga. 

1966 — China detonates its 
fifth Atomic bomb 

1968 — Israeli commandos 
raid Beirut Airport, des- 
troying 13 aircraft. 

1970 — Military court in 
Spain sentences six Basque 
separatists to death. 

1974 — Guerrillas in Man- 


agua, Nicaragua, invade 
Christmas party for U.S. 
ambassador, kill three guards 
and take several prominent 
Nicaraguans hostage. 

1975 — Efforts are made to 
rescue 372 men trapped by 
coal mine explosion in north- 
eastern India. All 372 were 
killed. 

1984 — Cambodian guer- 
rillas counter-attack for 
fourth straight day despite 
withering artillery fire from 
Vietnamese occupying re- 
fugee camp along Thai- 
Cambodian border. 

1986 — Excursion train lets 
off its 180 passengers in 
Tokyo , then plunges off a 
bridge, killing six people, 
most of them in a factory 
below. 

1987 — Dozens of Palesti- 
nian teens appear before 
military courts in occupied 
West Bank charged with pro- 
tests in West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

1389 — Earthquake 
measuring 5 J) on the Richter 
scale kills at least 11 people in 
south eastern Australia. 

1990 — Indian government 
opens talks with Sikh leaders 
on ending 7-year-old seces- 
sionist straggle in Punjab. 

Sunday, Dec. 29 

1921 — United States, 
France, Britain, Italy and 
Japan sign Washington treaty 
to limit naval armaments. 

1933 — Premier Ion Duca 
of Romania is slain by iron 
guard, and George Tar- 
taiescu succeeds him. 

1934 — Japan renounces 
Washington naval treaty 
limiting naval armaments. 

1940 — German bombers, 
daring World War n, inflict 
greatest damage of London, 
England , since great Sure of 
1666. 

1962 — United Nations 
troops occupy EtizabetovWe, 


1965 — Independence for 
Bechuanaland is announced. 

1973 — Philippines Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos ends 
his elected term and begins to 
rule on basis of a takeover 
decree. 

1987 — Gulf Cooperation 
Council calk for international 
naval force to protect Gulf 
shipping against Iranian 
attacks. 

1988 — Sudan rolls back 
huge price increases in face of 
genera/ protest strike that 
cripple major cities in that 
nation. 


1989 — Czechoslovakian 
parliament elects dissident 
playwright Vaclav Havel as 
its president without opposi- 
tion. 

1990 — Johan Kraag sworn ’ 
in as president of Suriname 
after bloodless military coup 
on Christmas Eve ousts for- 
mer president 

Monday, Dee. 30 

1777 — Bavaria, on death 
of Maxnntilian m, passes to 
Charles Theodore, elector 
Palatine. 

1883 — Sindbia of Gwalior 
submits to British in India. 

1888 — Transvaal Boers 
under Stephanas Kruger de- 
clare a republic. 

1886 — German-Portu- 
guese agreement on bound- 
aries between Angola surd 
German South-West Africa. 

1983 — More than 500 
people perish in Iriquois The- 
atre. tire in Chicago, Illinois 
(U.S.). 

1911 — Rcvolutionay pro- 
visional assembly in China 
ekets Dr. Sun.Yst Sen as nation's 
first president. 

1947 — Romania's King 
Michael abdicates under 
Communist pressure. 

1949 — France transfers 
sovereigny to Vietnam. 

1958 — French West Afri- 
can states decide to form 
federation within French 
community. 

1962 — China warns that 
ceasefire in that nation's bor- 
der conflict with Inijia is unst- 
able. 

1964 — U.N. Security 
Council resolves to call for 
end to all foreign interven- 
tion in the Congo, a ceasefire 
there, and withdrawal of 
mercenaries. 

1987 — Iraq says its war- 
planes attacked ship in Gulf 
off Iran as toti grows in worst 
month of the “ tanker war. ” 

1988 — Yugoslavia’s Pre- 
mier Branko MSkutic and en- 
tire cabinet resign following, 
mounting criticism of govern- 
ment’s handling of nation's 
economic crisis. 

1989 — Polish parliament 
approves reforms that allow 
formation of political parties, 
protect private property and 
deny Communist ‘ Party 
guaranteed monopoly on 
power . 

JSilP — Albanian Jews are 
allowed to begin emigrating 
fo Israel for first time. 

By The Associated Press 
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Putting the master to test 

Rembrandt — The Master — And 
His Apprentices, now in Berlin 


ly^X . By Peter Bans G&pfert 

N3-- ■ 

BERLIN — It all started in 
afr J? $1967, when five leading art 
^historians in Amsterdam 
fed ^ [ handled the Rembrandt Re- 
search Project. Hus project 


Biej^iias since proved to be a 
doZ!A taming point in the study of 
■ jus. celebrated 17th century 
^ master. It has also sent sbiv- 
; os down the spines of many 
directors of the world's lead- 
Touting museums. 

k‘ Armed with such advanced 
- techniques as X*ay diagnos- 


tics, infrared reffcctometry, 
Vfo* 0 * and neutron audiograpby, 
W-l?**. and. combining them with 
‘ 2^1 their considerable expertise , 
I? ^ they went off and gave the 
and ft) grid's V Rembrandts , " in 
> particular hose with ques- 
, /NJ oonable authenticity, a closer 

100 ■ } At the tarn of this century, 
30 to st[ the scholarly consensus attri- 


bated about one thousand 
^ ^ied;; painting s to Rembrandt. By 
' as ca&t the time the Rembrandt Re- 
search Project will have con - 
T* b£ dnded As wort, this figure. 
e ' s b*twill presumably have dwin- 
tytdted to about 250 authentic 
works. 

Mfti ■ Even now, the “ challenge 
ti&at* round” continues to proceed , 
^ JWsfe : its pace nndiminished. The 
figures, ; genuis of Rembrandt itself, 

■ fan ^ ; of coarse, remains uncon- 
that it : tested. Thus, the director of 
ladfc' tbe Berlin GemSkkgalerie 


used the term "genius” with 
all due emphasis to describe 
the achievements of Rem- 
brandt. 

A huge exhibition now pre- 
sents Rembrandt in light of 
this new knowledge. The aim 
is not to minimise his 
achievement but to recalibr- 
ate his stature among bis 
contemporaries — who no 
longer need to stand in the 
shadow of thi s 17th century 
giant, a man who succeeding 
generations had endowed 
with super-human qualities. 

The exhibition actually 
embraces several sub-exhibi- 
tions. First, there's one which 
has 46 authentic paintings by 
Rembrandt, an "untouch-" 
able, ’’ core Rembrandt. 
Then, there's a section with 
12 paintings which , until re- 
cently, had been attributed to 
Rembrandt, but which have 
since been identified as the 
works of Rembrandt contem- 
poraries, apprentices, or col- 
leagues. They provide pers- 
pective and help outline the 
scientific reasoning behind 
these new attributions and 
the techniques and criteria 
applied. 

Yet another exhibition pre- 
sents a number of paintings 
where the identity of the 
artists is unchallenged, where 
the worics belong either to 
workers in the Rembrandt 
workshop or to frequenters 


of the Rembrandt circle. 

Among them are Jan 
Lievens , who probably 
shared the workshop with 
Rembrandt in Leyden, and 
Pieter Lastman, who learned 
his skills in the Rembrandt 
workshop . Also shown are 
works of Cerrit Dou and 
Govert JFImcfc, works which 
were considered to be 
“ genuine ” Rembrandts 
already during his lifetime 
(and were sold as such). Also 
shown: A Berlin balflength 
once considered to be a self- 
portrait by Rembrandt and 
which today is attributed to 
Ftinck. 

A companion exhibition 
presents sketches by Rem- 
brandt. Here , too, the exhibi- 
tion provides a juxtaposition- 
ing of works once considered 
to be Rembrandts (and today 
known to have other au- 
thorships) with authentic 
Rembrandts. 

Then, a collection of forty 
etchings by Rembrandt , 
which he pursued as a distinct 
skill as well as an ex- 
perimental medium. 

Finally, in the Aite 
Museum, a special exhibition 
of the “ Man With the Golden 
Helm, " which suffered a clas- 
sic case of "aura loss " six 
years ago when it was shown 
that Rembrandt was not its 
creator. Scholars have yet to 
determine its real creator. It 


serves as a model for how 
scientists went about verify- 
ing their doubts. It’s now up 
to the public to decide 
whether, now that the name 
“ Rembrandt ” has vanished, 
it stiU loves this picture — 
once considered as impress- 
ive a piece of art in Beilin as 
the bust of Nefertete. 

The goal of the exhibition 
organisers is ambitious in- 
deed: Their didactic 
approach and educative aim 
— that every observer be 
able to appreciate the scien- 
tific and scholarly reasoning 
behind the attributions to 
either Rembrandt or the 
“ workshop . " 

It remains a moot point 
whether this will produce 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rembrandt specialists. The 
necessary glass encasement 
of many of the paintings isn’t 
exactly conducive to detect- 
ing crevices, fissures, eleva- 
tions, and other fine points of 
canvas painting . 

Add to that the thronging 
crowds, and the visitor can 
count himself or herself lucky 
just to find sufficient peace to 
appreciate the profoundness 
of such pictures such as 
“Abraham’s Sacrifice (a loan 
torn St. Petersburg) or to 
permit the astonishing frag- 
ment of a picture that would 
later become The Anatomy 
of Dr. Deyman to seep into 



light of sdmncm ; The Berlin 
I f IWfJf —TT * r 

ideas of Us appread cas mod 


the mind, a picture of a brain 
section which suggests ex- 
istential dimensions. 

In other creations, there is 
more tranquillity, a calmness 
arising from within and re- 
flecting a spiritual and 
psychic tension among the 
portrayed figures, the work- 
ing of Rembrandt’s light and 
shining , his darkness and bis 


brightness. 

Three museums with large 
Rembrandt collections, the 
Rijksmuseum of Amsterdam, 
the National Gallery in Lon- 
don. and the Berlin museums 
under the the aegis of the 
foundation Preussischer Kul - 
turbesitz collaborated to 
make the complex exhibition 
possible. 

There's a touch of irony in 


Aewn here, two works at the Bertfan GsMtf ffos. 
One on the left is The Banamr Bmauror tf3G£&$ 9 os 
loan from a private collection in PerSs; gfee crt&e? 
(on the right), the Pieturm of Agatha Sas Ss 

from Bucktngam Mace in London. 

the need to remind readers tisement campaign is unprs- 
that the exhibition organisers cedeoted for German conta- 
in Berlin are the Staatliche dons and liable to provoke 
Museen with their Gemalde- irritation. How ironic that 
galena and the etching collec- Rembrandt, a man cbroniczJ- 
tion (Kupferstich-Kabinett), ly in financial straights , 
and are not to be confused should now be in the custo- 
with a certain sponsor. dial hands of a credit-card 

venture: A reviewer cicuitu- 
The manner in which the ral affairs is sorely tempted :o 
sponsor has exploited this ex- comment at length — IN 
hibition for a distinct aaver- Press. 


Plan to send treasures abroad angers Italy 9 s arts establishment 


' By John Fottain 
Reuter 

ROME — A government 
plan to. lend art treasures to 
foreign countries has infuri- 
ated Italian museum heads 
and art historians who say it 
amounts to selling the family 
silver. 

The draft law would allow 
foreign museums and cultural 
institutes to borrow 
archaeological finds for up to 
10 years — to exhibit, restore 
or just study them. 

The backers of the idea. 


brainchild of Junior Arts 
Minister Luigi Covatta . said 
this would help combat the 
merciless plundering of Ita- 
ly's rich cultural heritage by 
thieves. 

Police report some 240,000 
art treasures — from Roman 
coinsl to marble columns — 
have been stolen in Italy 
since 1969. Their total value 
runs into tens of millions of 
dollars. 

“If we satisfy the demand 
for such works on the world 
market, foreign museums 
won't need to supply them- 


selves with Italian master- 
pieces through illegal traf- 
ficking," said Mr. Covatta, a 
Socialist senator, when he 
presented his proposal late 
last month. 

But museum directors, art 
historians and conservation 
lobbies called it a crackpot 
idea. 

Leading art historian 
Giulio Carlo Argan , a former 
Communist mayor of Rome, 
said it was akin "to selling the 
family silver." 

More than 200 historians 
and restoration experts have 


signed an open letter to 
Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti urging him to ditch 
the proposal before it is even 
discussed in cabinet. 

They argued the plan 
would have little effect on the 
thieves who pilfer ill-pro- 
tected archaeological sites, as 
most of their loot is snapped 
up by private collectors. 

The head of the Ufffn Gal- 
lery in Florence told Mr. 
Covatta his plan was a throw- 
back to the heavy-handed 
rule of fascist dictator Benito 
Mussolini. * 


Tcan 


France pays homage to most 

ggjgglffjM 

far-sighted of her donors 




By Pascale Tehran 

PARIS — “From Corot to 
the hnpresskmists" would be 
quite a commonplace title for 
an exhibition if it were not 
subtitled u The Morean-Ndla- 
ton Donation,” which gives it 
the value of paying homage 
to a man whom very few 
people have beard of and yet 
doe who, in bis time, revolu- 
tionised the august Louvre 
Museum. It was indeed 
Etienne Morea u-N61a ton 
who quite simply, but almost 
by force, had the Impression- 
ists exhibited in the Louvre. 

On July 26, 1906, Mr. 
Moreau-N&aton offered the’ 
iouvrei a magnificent collec- 
tion at 19th century painting s 
end drawings which he had 
baht up over the years with 
farsightedness and passion. 
The collection inefaded 39 
Corots, 14 Delacroix and ail 
the great names in French- 
Romantic painting, bat abb 
the painters known as the 
Impressionists , who were still 
often decried, ami their great 
precursor, Manet. But 
Mbreau-Ntlaton's donation 
to the museum was matched 
with exacting comtitions: The 
Louvre would have to exhibit 
all the wor ks off ered “with- 
out any additions or with- 
drawals ” It took the gener- 
ous donor a year and a half of 


negotiations with the state to 
have his donation accepted as 
it was. 

Thbbbow, in 1907, after a 
first exhibition of the dona- 
tion at the Museum of De- 
corative Arts, the following 
painting s appeared on the 
walls of the Louvre: Edouard 
Manet's DSjeuner Sur 
fflerbe, which had created a 
scandal at the Salon des Re- 
fuses in 1863 , Claude 
Monet's CoqueUcots, which i 
marked one of the great turn- 
ing points in Imprcssfonsim, 
Alfred Sisley's PassereUe A 
Argenteuil, Camille Pissar- 
ro's Pontoisc, Johann-Bertb- 
old Jongltind’s Raines du 
Chateau de Rosemont, and 
Chasse an Papillons by 
Berthe Morisot, a discreet 
artist considered worthy of 
being presented in the 
Louvre. 

Thm donor 9 * smormt 

Never before, until this 
memorable donation, had a- 
living artist had hb work ex- 
hibited in the Louvre (this 
was now tbe case with 
Monet). And tbe rare Im- 
pressionists who had bad the 
honour of being shown in a 
museum had never been 
farther than die Luxembourg 
Museum , where Manet's 
Olympia had also ended up. 


Tbe latter had been bought 
by public fund-raising orga- 
nised by Monet and to which 
Moreau-Ndlaton had contri- 
buted. 

Two further donations to 
the Louvre, in 1907 and 1919, 
and a final bequest on hb 
death in 1927, were to make 
Etienne Morean-Ndlaton the 
most generous donor to 
French museums, together 
with Dr. La Caze, who bad 
•made a sumptuous bequest in 
1865. In all, this man, to 
whom France b today paying 
homage, offered tbe Louvre 
125 paindpgs, 6,000 drawings 
and numerous handwritten 
documents, as well as leaving 
the BibUotbdque Natron a/e 
library 3,000 prints and a host 
of documents on 19th century 
art. 

With him, the whole his- 
tory of three generations of 
art collectors came to an end. 

The collection was started by 
Adolphe Moreau senior 
( 1800-1859 y an exchange 
dealer fascinated by paintings 
and a friend of Delacroix and 
other contemporary painters 
whose works he had bought. 
On hb death, he left hb son, 
also called Adolphe (18&7- 
1882) some 800 paintings, 
pastels and drawings. Adol- 


phe and hb wife , Camille 
NUaton, a well-known ceram- 
ist, had continued tbe collec- 
tion, selling and baying paint- 
ings, art objects and furni- 
ture. Their son Etienne 
(1859-1929), who became a 
painter himself , inherited tbe 
family tradition. 

Hb life was masked by a 
drama: His wife Edm6e 
Braun, married in 1889, and 
hb mother Camille, who had 
so greatly encouraged hb 
vocation as a painter, died in 
tbe fire in the Bazar de la 
Gbaritd store and he found 
himself alone with three 
young children. Strangely 
enough, tins misfortune was 
to posh him into tbe activity 
of a passionate' collector. 

Three weeks later, be bought 
Manet’s Berthe Morisot with 
a Fan and a Corot. In tbe 
space of a few years, he 
created a magnificent collec- 
tion of Corots and systemati- 
cally bought Impressionist 
painting s which he was very 
keen on. 

Yet a mystery remains: In 
Etienne i Moreau-Nelaton’s 
collection, there was not a 
single Renoir, not a single- 
Degas and not a single 
Qfeaan c — L’Actuahte en 
France. 


Mussolini decreed private 
art collections were the prop- 
erty of the state and sold 
many off. He broke up state- 
owned collections to furnish 
embassies and ministeries or 
to make presents to tbe likes 
of Adolf Hitler. 

“Art works were stripped 
from their historic context 
without any awareness of 
their value and hbtory. They 
are works we can't get back 
because they've been des- 
troyed or put in deposits," 
said Ufffzi Director Anna- 
maria Petrioli Tofani. 


By Kathy Chenault 

The Associated Press 

PEKING — Craftsmen at the 
Peking Folk Musical Instru- 
ments Factory lovingly shape 
tine wood and snakeskin into 
traditional stringed instru- 
ments and drums. 

But what keeps the factory 
going are electric guitars and 
modem metal drum sets. 

“In the past few years the 
factory could hardly survive 
with just the production of 
traditional instruments , ” said 
Factory Manager Feng 
Yuankai, who refused to give 
sales figures. 

Not just in music but across 
tbe art scene, traditional 
forms are losing ground to 
modem. Western art forms. 
Pop songs, videotape adven- 
ture movies, televised soap 
operas and oil paintings are 
drawing interest away from 
■folk tunes , historical costume , 
dramas and pen-and ink 
drawings of mountains 
wreathed in fog. 

Officials now say it is im- 
portant to revitalise tradition- 
al arts to preserve Chinese 
culture. But past official poli- 
cies are blamed for contribu- 
ting to tbe shift away from 
traditional arts, particularly 
tbe Mao-inspired turmoil of 
the 1966-76 Cultural Revolu- 
tion. 

Even China’s signature art 
form — the Peking Opera — ■ 
iS straggling to survive. 

Most young people prefer 
a night at the disco to an 
evening at tbe Peking Opera 
because of tbe operas’ slow 
pace and archaic language 
that can be hard to under- 
stand. 

And it's not just young 
people who lack appreciation 


Comparison with the strut- 
ting dictator angers Mr. 
Covatta . who calls his oppo- 
nents cultural chauvinists. 

The draft law would only 
.apply to art treasures stored 
for. from the tourist’s eye for 
security reasons or because 
there is no room to display 
them. 

Backers say tbe plan would 
help meet a deluge of re- 
quests from foreign museums 
for ait works kept in Italy. 

Arts Ministry Director- 
General Francesco Sisinni, 
whose opposition has split 


the department down the 
middle, does not accept Italy 
owns tbe world anything. 

“Our country is already in 
credit with the rest of the 
world which, over the years, 
has robbed us of master- 
pieces and monuments. 

“That’s why we must give 
priority to a policy which 
studies and benefits from the 
art works — where they are . ” 
Mr. Sisinni said in an unusual 
public clash with Mr. Covatta 
at a news conference last 
month. 

Mr. Sisinni said art author- 

IMlIISIlllIltll 


Traditional 
Chinese arts 
threatened 


for Peking opera, which often 
strikes foreigners as a 
cacophony of shrill warbling 
accompanied by exaggerated 
movements and the crashing 
of cymbals and gongs. 

“I don’t like it. It’s too 
old-fashioned," said Liu 
Dong, a 58-year-old Peking 
resident who was standing 
near a theatre where star 
performer Yang Jianzhong 
would take tbe stage in a few 
hours. 

Top Communist Party offi- 
cials marked the 200th 
hnniversary of Peking Opera 
last year with dire warnings 
about its decline. Li Rui- 
huan, the party’s top arts 
official, said Peking Opera 
audiences are dwindling and 
troupes can’t keep their per- 
formers because of meager 
income. 

Lin Ruikang, an official in 
the Cutlure Ministry’s Drama 
Department, links the hard 
times facing traditional 
Chinese arts to the Cultural 
Revolution. 

During tbe chaotic decade 
of ultra-leftist repression , 
Chinese revolutionary leader 
Mao-Tse-Tung exhorted 
young “red guard" zealots to 
destroy . traditional habits , 
ideas, customs and culture. 

They demolished temples 
and churches, burned books, 
seized government minis- 


ities needed government help 
in organising the huge quanti- 
ties of art works stored in 
deposits. “ There are 3,000 
museums in Italy. 710 of 
them state-owned — we need 
time and money. ” 

Tbe draft law presented by 
Mr. Covatta is already a 
minor victory for the arts 
establishment. The plan has 
been watered down so that 
only ancient ■ treasures could 
be loaned while art works, 
from later periods stay at 
home. 


tries, ransacked homes and 
persecuted intellectuals. 

Traditional arts were re- 
viled as trappings of China's 
feudal past and only govern- 
ment-approved revolutionary 
operas could be performed. 
Traditional singers, actors 
and craftsmen were sent to 
work on farms and for 10 
years no successors were 
trained. 

Tbe Cutlural Revolution 
ended following Mao's death 
in 1976 , but it left deep scars 
on Chinese society and cut- 
lure. 

Then in the late 1970s, 
China began opening to the 
outside world and a popula- 
tion starved for entertain- 
ment was deluged with fore- 
ign art forms, Ms. Lin said. 

“So the young people now 
know more about Karaoke 
and break-dancing she said. 
Karaoke bars, which first 
opened in Japan, allow cus- 
tomers to take the stage and 
sing pop music along with 
pre-recorded videos. 

Even people who work in 
the traditional arts now find it 
difficult to develop apprecia- 
tion for Chinese culture 
among their children. 

Sun Qingtang, a 54-year- 
old craftsman at the instru- 
ments factory , is one of only 
three people in China who 
can make tbe “Gu Qin a 


stringed instrument with a 
3. 000-year history. He said 
he wanted his son to take up 
the same vocation. 

“ But he wanted to be a 
businessman and make more 
money," Mr. Sun said. 

In tbe old days , there was 
no problem handing down 
the traditional arts because 
children naturally did what, 
their parents did. Mr. Yang, “ 
the 51-year-old Pelting Opera 
star, said both his parents 
were Peking Opera perfor- 
mers. He first performed at . 
age 3. 

“I have worried that Pek- . 
ing Opera would die off, but . 
the Chinese peoplef cannot ; 
let that happen, " he said. “In , 
foreign countries they have , 
famous ballet and famous . 
orchestras. But here we have 
Peking Opera." 

To draw in audiences , , 
■some troupes are changing 
the dialogue to make it more . 
understandable and ex- 
perimenting with electrical 
instruments to enliven the 
music. In some places , spe- 
cial performances are given 
for college students to try to * 
develop a following. 

Ms. Cin said she is conB- 
dent that China's traditional * 
arts eventually will regain 
their popularity. 

“When people get old they r 
want something with slow *• 
rhythm,” she said. “Once a 
people become more mature ■■ 
they appreciate Peking 
Opera.” j 

She insisted tbe govern --i 
ment doesn’t want to so p-V 
press Western entertainment 'i: 
in China. 

Mr. Yang said, “we can 
also have broad interests to*-* 
enrich our art. I myself like 
Charlie Chaplin fihns very 
much. ” 
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system born out of political needs 


By Steve James 
Reuter 


BONN — Bismarch devised 
it as a way to quell worker 
unrest. Hitler used it to build 
an Aryan master race. 

Now Germany’s century- 
old National Health System is 
catching the eye of American 
politicians seeking an issue in 
next year’s U.S. presidential 
campaign. 

While none of Germany’s 
political parties denies the 
success of the crib-to-grave 
system , one aspect — what to 
do about long-term nursing 
care — never fails to generate 
heated debate here. 


Germans comprehensive be- 
nefits and a free choice of 
doctor, ■ regardless of ability 
to pay. 

"Germany’s social- 
insurance plan has successful- 
ly achieved its overriding 
objective to provide all 
citizens with ready access to 
medical care at a cost the 
country considers socially 
acceptable said a report 
this year in one of America "s 
top medical magazines, the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine. 


The system guarantees all 


With President George 
Bush and his prospective 
Democratic challengers re- 
ported to be homing in on 
national . health care as an 


election issue in die face of 
spiralling health costs , eyes 
are toiling towards the Ger- 
man system as a possible 
model. 

The New England Jour- 
nal's John Iglehart said the 
system is attractive to Amer- 
icans T who tend to eschew 
anything that smacks of gov- 
ernment control, because it 
allows freedom of choice in a 
free market environment. 

“To the United States, 
which values collaboration 
between the private and pub- 
lic sectors and favours a li- 
mited role for government, 
Germany's centuiy-old ex- 
perience is an impressive de- 
monstration of the accom- 
modation of private interests 


to the broader public good to 
achieve what is in the United 
States an elusive but oft- 
stated goal, ” wrote Mr. Igle- 
hart. 

In other words, the Ger- 
man system works — with 88 
per cent of the people receiv- 
ing health care. The other 12 
per cent buy private insur- 
ance. 

The system is administered 
by sickness funds that pay 
doctors and hospitals out of 
contributions from workers 
and employers. The com- 
bined contribution currently 
averages 12.8 per cent of 
gross salary. 

In order to receive pay- 
ment, Germany's 73,000 doc- 
tors must be members of 


Regional Associations of 
Physicians, which negotiate 
with the sickness funds to set 
fees. 

Benefits are the same for 
all sick workers and their 
dependents. Federal law 
stipulates that unemployed 
sick people and their depen- 
dents also receive benefits. 

In 1989. in the former West 
Germany , hospitalisation 
accounted for 31.5 per cent of 
total medical expenditures of 
the sickness funds. After 
that, visits to the doctor 
claimed 17.5 per cent and 
purchase of prescribed drugs 
15.6 per cent. 

Other benefits include: 
Purchase of medical ap- 
pliances. dental care, preven- 


tive measures, maternity be- 
nefits and funeral benefits. 

The system will even pay 
for visits to spas, if a doctor 
believes it will improve a 
patient’s health. 

Patients present the doctor 
with a voucher from their 
sickness fund on which the 
doctor notes the treatment 
and drugs prescribed. The 
patient never sees a bill and 
no money passes hands be- 
tween patient and doctor. 

The doctors send their Re- 
gional Association a list of ail 
treatments given, and are 
paid every quarter from the 
sickness fund, based on pre- 
agreed rates. 

National Health has a uni- 


que place in German history. 

Cbunt Otto Bismarck, die 
Prussian t • statesman who un- 
ited the feuding German 
principalities into a single 
state in 1871 , envisioned 
health insurance to promote 
political stabUity. 

His proposals aimed to 
quell unrest among workers 
flocking to German cities 
during the industrial revolu- 
tion and curb the growing 
influence of the unions. 

He enacted laws estab- 
lishing several types of social 
insurance — for accident, dis- 
ability, sickness . old age and 
unemployment. These form 
the basis of today’s system. 

During the Hitler years, 
the Nazis attempted to use 


the system for political 
to build a pure German s, 
ty. 

As Nazi Labour Mhhs^ 
Franz Seldte put it, t Th' r '' 
whole social security systcZ? 
serves only one aim tod£ 

The healthy, enthosiasd 
productive, militarily ft f 
racially valuable Gena •' 
man of the future.” .. 


After the war , West Gei • 
many rebuilt the system ^". ' 1 - 
a new constitutional struct^ -■ ■ 


guaranteeing basic freedc »nj\ * 
In Communist east Ge» 
many , a b ea vily-su bsidisei i ■ 
system emerged ofhugep^l ' : 
lie hospitals and clinics. Ttfri 
day, many of them lag ftff ... 
behind western technology - ", - 


AIDS epidemic grows worldwide; one face stands out 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 


BOSTON — The AIDS 
epidemic caused more human 
tragedies in 1991, with no 
scientific breakthroughs that 
could prevent the lethal dis- 
ease. 


Worldwide, an estimated & 
million people carry HIV, the 
AIDS virus, and that number 
will grow to 40 million by the 
year 2000, researchers say. 
Three-quarters of them catch 
it through sex between men 
and women. 

At least 6 million Africans 


are already infected, or one 
of 40 adults, according to the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). Some 750,000 chil- 
dren have been infected with 
the AIDS virus after receiv- 
ing it from their mothers. 

Major AIDS research is 
being conducted in several 
African countries, including 
Zaire, Ivory Coast , Gabon, 
Senegal and Uganda. At least 
one vaccine has been tested 
in Zaire. 

Africa is considered a good 
testing ground for vaccines 
because the spread of the 
disease is slowing in the de- 
veloped world, making it dif- 


ficult to get large enough 
groups to conduct studies. 

Still, about 200,000 Amer- 
icans have gotten AIDS since 
the epidemic began. And for 
many in 1991 , the face of this 
disease became one they rec- 
ognised beyond all others. 

Magic Johnson, one of the 
world's best-known athletes, 
disclosed be was quitting pro- 
fessional basketball because 
he was infected with HIV. 

Suddenly the life of this 
epidemic, focused on just one 
man who became enmeshed 
in it. 

Johnson, who is still out- 
wardly healthy, believes he 


contracted the virus in a way 
that is still unusual in the 
United States: He caught it 
from a woman. 

One decade into the 
epidemic, 91 per cent of the 
U.S. victims are drug abusers 
or men who had sex with 
other men. Only 3 per cent 
got AIDS heterosexually. 
And of these people, by for 
the common route of trans- 
mission is women getting in- 
fected through sex with drug- 
injecting them. 

Yet Johnson *s tragedy 
underscored the real possibil- 
ity that HIV can spread 
through male-female sex. 


Even though the risk is still 
slight for most heterosexual 
Americans, in some places in 
the United States this 
appears to be happening, 
quietly and often. 

Especially disturbing to 
health officials is the growth 
of the infection among teena- 
gers, especially the poor. 
One recent study found that 
over 1 per cent of adolescents 
in Washington, D.C., are 
now infected , many of them 
apparently heterosexually. 
Another found that nearly 
half of 1 per cent of older 
teenage girls enrolling in the 
job corps across the United 


States carry the virus. 

“The virus is winning,” 
says Dr. James Curran, 
AIDS chief at the U.S. Cen- 
tres for Disease Control 
(CDC). 

Among other AIDS de- 
velopments over the past 
year: 

— According to the CDC, 
44,672 AIDS cases were re- 
ported in the United States * 
between November 1990 and 
October 1991, bringing the 
epidemic's total to 199,406. 
Of this, 2 percent were under 
age 13, 11 per cent were 
female, 49 per cent lived in 
New York or California and 


85 per cent lived in Metropo- 
litan areas with over 500,000 
people. 

— The CDC proposed that 
HTV-infected doctors be bar- 
red from doing procedures 
that might expose patients to 
their Mood, unless they get 
permission first from a review 
panel and tell patients about 
theti infection. Many doctor 
groups oppose the guidelines 
and say the risk to patients is 
minuscule, even though a 
Florida dentist infected five 
patients during treatment. 

— A new AIDS drug, cal- 
led DDI or Videx, was 
approved. It becomes the 




second medicine , after AZI 
that combats' the AIDS vinz£ 

Medicines were also 
approved to relieve the anc 
mia caused by AZT and u 
treat an eye infection cog 
mon among AIDS patients, 


— The pharmaceutical m 
dustry estimates that 81 
AIDS medicines and vaccnm'. 
are under development A ', 
year ago , the total was 62“- 


— Moe potential AID£ 
ted til -; 


vaccines have been tested i 
uninfected people. Major sta- 
dies to see if they can prevent 
infection are expected to b&- 
gin in two to three yean. •_> 


New enigmas about AIDS virus clutter path of vaccine research 


By Lee Yanowitcb 

Reuter 


PARIS — As scientists edge 
closer to developing an effec- 
tive weapon against AIDS, 
they are discovering that the 
disease is for more complex 
and enigmatic than they ever 


imagined. 

Scientists agree that sever- 
al puzzles surrounding the 
AIDS vans — which infects 
5,000 more people each day 
— remain to be solved before 
a vaccine can .be produced. 

One of the most stubborn 
obstacles is the unkn own 


number of strains of the HTV 
virus causing acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). 

New studies also show the 
virus is more widespread in 
the body than previously 
thought , and that & myste- 
rious co-factor — possibly a 


bacteria — provokes certain 
cells to attack the immune 
systems of AIDS victims. 

Marc Girard, director of 
applied research at the Pas- 
teur Institute in Paris, said 
scientists working on a vac- 
cine have constructed “tens, 
even hundreds ” of theoretic- 
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THE DATS GROW SHORT 
By Charles R- Woodard 


ACROSS 
1 Tooth 

6 Mary — Lincoln 
10 Fabricated 
14 Corday's victim 
IB "Lady of Spain, 
i — yw” 

20 SMn own 


21 Way I 

22 Gtedtetor stta 

23 "Rad Rhraf 
actor 

26 Position 

27 Previous to 

28 God of ear 

29 Careen 

30 Derby and York 

31 — has 

32 Biua tar a gown 
34 Goodai friends? 
36 Know one's — 

(be prafldent) 


38 Hawthorne 
phrase ("The 
Snow Image") 

43 Trace 

44 Wtatar hazard 
46 Hunter and 

Fleming 

46 Triangle side: 

ntihr 

47 Bing Craaby Sm 
49 Brooks 

51 Muse of Many 

52 "— Holder" 

53 Tiny Insect 

54 Prefix tar logical 

55 Intone 

56 No longer 
woridng: attar. 

57 Alta: Ft. 

58 A stronomi cal 
phenomena 

00 Pasture sound 


61 AKA 

62 SkBtot 

63 AsWre-Powei 
musical 

66 Chunk 
70 Pa/wfc eb&r. 

73 "Embrace — as i 
Ranch man " 
(Montaigne) 

74 Jumped 

75 Cotarful fWi 

76 Pertot QED 

77 Wine wort 
7B Ra. sees 
79 Cold spot 
61 Swiss river 
82 Color 

63 Wlndmll parts 

64 Hava a VCR 
accident 

B5 Radtord Bm 
89 Marked 


90 Burikin 

91 "Sma* pitchers 
have wyda — " 
(Haywood) 

92 Ptattorm 

93 Cubes eg. 

96 Akhu abbr. 

97 Word tor a 
Piper 

96 — tal 

101 Cicada song 

102 Rich source lor 


106 Cruising 

107 — gin 

106 Attar status quo 

109 Relative value 

110 Languishes 

111 — d'oeuvres 

112 Danner or 
Khyber 

113 Short period 


DOWN 

1 Auntie of stage 

2 Repute 

3 Ranger leader 
4Gariunkel 

5 Took back 

6 Tones down 

■ 7 BuBrtng cheers 
8 "Le Coq — " 

0 Susan of TV 
10 Desire to harm 


31 — the manger 

32 Flower duster 

33 Creditor's 


34 Heaven 0MQ2A 

35 Different 

36 Daughter at 
Tantalus 

37 R to 

38 Inventor Hows 

39 Masonic 


57 Daughter of 
Eurytus 

58 Loses tooting 

59 Mg cavalrymen 

60 Rear Ingredient 

61 Rib donor 

63 Moroccan city 

64 Ms Winfrey 

65 the Top" 

66 Antelopes 

67 Burke oi TV 


82 Stoerian plains 

83 Obfets d'art var. 

88 Evening party 
87 Wise obi man 
68 Converts into 

money 

89 Wghtendar 

92 Has a meal 

93 Con game 

94 be fci 


11 Ascended 

12 Adroit 

13 Consume 

14 Kitchen utansSs 

15 Patter 
IB Bring up 

17 Actress Baxter 

18 Youngsters 

24 Fotnd hi lodes 

25 Walter or 
Eastwood 

30 Twirls 

doorkeeper 

40 Former Poteh 
cavalryman 

41 tospoednq 

42 Detects 

44 "AukJ Lang — " 
46 SHntng 

49 Label again 

50 Founder of Troy 

51 Gab 

54 Poftite 

55 Curmudgeon 

88 Worked as 
a mote 

69 FOBS behind 

70 Expansive 

71 "— Macabre" 

72 Charger 

75 Avifauna • 

76 Pound and 
Benson 

78 Conner genus 

79 kultetkxi 

80 Tsuntera 

(BiwnlngJ 

95 Speak te s way 

96 A Guthrie 

97 Touches 
■flhtty 

98 Apportion 

99 Btuadye 

100 Hero 

102 Wednesday'' 

103 Kind ol music 

104 One — nflen 

105 Hhuus 

Dugramless ia x 21 , By ju» Baniek 


-VMh-nNutegjug 

24 Neil the 
playwright 

26 Wasop 

27 Tempest 

28 Representatives 
30 Luau tare 

32 Brbu&sLbr. 

34 One who betrays 
associates 

36 Have a bite 

37 Cany 

39 The present time 
41 Felt shoe 
43 Flddtar or 
horseshoe 
45 Cleaning doth 
47 Teacher 
52 Wasttington or 
Shore 

56 Rise on the hind 
tegs 

56 Aquatic mammal 
58 Rub out 

59 Conductor 
Klemperer 

60 BrlOiance 

62 Shan tetters 

63 Minerals 

64 Plants ol mbted 
origin 

67 Type assortment 

68 PoSon 

69 Graven Image 

70 Dir. tetters 

71 — Moines 

DOWN 

1 Mnd ol orange 
Z Unwind 

3 Large tour -tooted 
animate 
6 CtaMm 

8 Very flpJst wood 

10 Because' 

11 Looks tor 

12 Insect teecSng on 
wood 

13 Sudden end 
forcible entry 

14 Ant 

15 Beast of 
burden 

17 Poe‘8 'The — 
and the 
Pendulum” 

18 On the summit of 

ISHoadey song 

21 Kind oi bear 

2S Hbnatayan 
tengdom 
29 Outfit 
33 GotHon 
36 Human trunk 
38 Works in the yard 
40 Squander 
42 Cfty In Egypt 
44 Bungle 

46 Smff bWng taaect 

47 Read tor errors 

48 Kind ol racket 

49 Made of a certain 
grain 

50 Fume 

51 Depend 

53 Ibsen character 

54 Mate ones 

57 Synagogue VIP 
61 Exchanged 
85 Hate — (tea) 

68 Removes 
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Lost Week's Cryptograms 
1. Be very careful with anyone wbo may solve a baffling cryptogram Turing a 


2. Bailiff listened as gBb Felon Mew his own dubious alibi with one Heal foul 
gibe. 

3. Freeh- laid eggs, placed by frog hi shallow pond, hatch into baby 
poUywoff. 

4. Leafless wintry trees aren't always lifeless. 


CRYPTOGRAMS • 

I. SNEER UCWCYIHY STUCHCEY ENTO I 
ETN88B ONOT SAK KNOTBTEE YA I 
WI0H - —By Lola EL donee 

LTKPJ F8XSHWJ BSCJB ISCJD XJBOJFY 
BLDYLT F B J 6 I XKJ OLB BJDY XSW. 

—By Karl Ireland 

3. HAM, UO BAM. BUGHL EG H TUFRL CBLF 
CALF OAM TROUGH CAM UG TAM. 

— By Ed Huddleuou 

4. Z L WO YLWEFT WTWDZZQ UBLOWHA 
ROEWLWT AH FLAT RBLY AYUEQ FADOT. 

— By Barbara J. Bngg 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



ai genetic sequences for 
potential strains of HIV, but 
do not know yet whether they 
actually correspond to living 
viruses. 

Only a vaccine which stimu- 
lates antibodies against all 
strains of the virus could he 
relied on to protect against 
AIDS. 

“If we find there are as 
many strains of the virus as 
we have genetic sequences , 
we won't be able to produce a 
vaccine. We can't make a 
vaccine with 250 strains, " Dr 
Girard told Reuters. “But we 
could make one with five, or 
seven, or 10.” 

Dr. Girard said a World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
study to identify the various 
strains is expected to be com- 
pleted in 1993 and will make 
the researchers' task easier. 

“In about 18 months, 
which means mid-1993, we 
should know bow many 
viruses are circulating. But 
we're still nor about to make a 
vaccine because of the prob- 
lem of variability, ” he said. 

Luc Montagnier, first to 
identify the HIV virus , re- 
centiy drew the public eye to 
yet another puzzling dfocov- 
cry. He said HIV was for more 
widespread in the body than 
previously thought. 

“We have found that the 
virus is not only present in 


the blood, but it is in the 
organs, the lymph nodes and 
the mucous membrane , ” Dr. 
Montagnier said on French 
television. 

In an about-turn from early 
statements. Dr. Montagnier 
said it was indeed possible for 
AIDS , to be transmitted by 
saliva and recommended oral 
contact be avoided with HIV- 
infected people. 

Dr. Montagnier's research 
team has also identified new 
cells in patients with adv- 
anced AIDS which attack the 
infection-fighting white cells 
of the immune system. 

He said these killer cells 
multiply and attack even if 
the AIDS virus is no longer 
present, indicating that a co- 
factor — bacteria or other 
viruses — works with HIV to 
bring on AIDS. 

The Pasteur Institute and 
France "s National Agency for 
AIDS Research (ANRS) are 
due to start testing a potential 
vaccine on humans next year. 

The vaccine consists of two 
injections administrated a 
few days apart, the first alert- 
ing the immune system, the 
second activating the anti- 
bodies. 

The 60 volunteers needed 
for the tests must be HIV- 
free and between 18 and 50 
years old because immunolo- 
gical reactions break down in 


later years. 

These experiments will be 
used to show whether a vac- 
cine that has been tested on 
chimpanzees can be tolerated 
by die human body, not to 
see if it protects against 
AIDS , Dr. Girard said. 

Doctors conducting the , 
tests say volunteers run no 
risk of contamination be- 
cause the two components of 
the vaccine — genetically en- 
gineered substances and the 
empty “envelope” of the 
HIV virus — do not contain 
any toxic matter. 

*The biggest danger in all 
of this is that a volunteer 
could say “ah I’ve been vac- 
cinated, rm protected, I can 
go for it,'” Dr. Girard said. 

ANRS President Doctor 
Jean-Paul Levy said one of 
the vaccine's major draw- 
backs is that even if success- 
fully tested , its effectiveness 
win only have been proven 
against AIDS caught from 
infected blood, not via sexual 
intercourse. 

“What we don't know is 
whether the preparations we 
are testing also protect 
against a virus which enters 
the body through the mucous 
membrane ,” Dr. Levy told 
.Reuters. 

“If not, we'll have to de- 
velop another treatment to 
prevent the virus from cros- 


sing the membrane. Peopk - : 
don't usually cat cb AIDS' 
through the bloodstream, bw 
while making love. Either 
the mucous membrane tifthti 
cervix or the rectum r ” hi z 
said. . . . )Z' 

But Dr. Girard insists.,^ ' 
vaccine is the only mahstic.: ■ 
solution. 

“Chemical therapy is oat- - 
of the question because — 
too expensive. Condoms alsq : 
cost too much and go qgain^r- 
the customs of most inbabfr 
fonts of the Third World,” 
said. 

“We can't ask them to* , 
have only one sexual paitne^SJ) j 
because in much of Africa I 1 
is perfectly acceptable liL 
have two or three mb£rMSH^|l| 
So what's left? Only fee vac- 
cine,” be said. 

Meanwhile, AIDS is raging " 
through the developing 
world. Who predicts th$S ' 
number of fully developed^/ 
’AIDS cases in fee world . 
now estimated at 1.5 rmOkm C.' 
— will have multiplied 
times by fee year 2000.' , \ ^ 

“If everything worked weif^ 
we could have a vaccinei^ ~ 
1997. But nothing goes:jnI\\ 
straight hoe in life. ' \ 

why, even if I say fee ye&Z^l 
2000, 1 can only hope .wife at : 
my heart, but we can’t bc> - 
sure,” Dr. Girard said. 


Indonesia finally realises it has AIDS 


By Jonathan Thatcher 
Reuter 


JAKARTA — lswati takes a 
mix of pills to keep AIDS at 
bay , though Lia says she 
heard horse meat works. 

Both work in Jakarta red 
light areas, one for locals and 
one for foreigners, where fee 
government has finally told 
Ihdonesiajis they can catch 
acquired deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS). 

“Yes, 1 am afraid. I take a 
mix of pills and antibiotics so 
I don't catch it,” says lswati, 
a 26-year-old prostitute in fee 
huge brothel complex of Kra- 
mat Tunggak near Jakarta’s 
port. 

Indonesia has, until now, 
officially tended to overlook 
its tens of thousands of 
prostitutes of both sexes and 
two million foreign tourists a 
year and regard AIDS as an 
essentially foreign problem. 


But fee government gave 
its people a jolt late last 
month, just before World 
AIDS Day , by announcing 
feat three women in a red 
light area in Surabaya in East 
Java bad fee disease. 

Before fee announcement 
fee average Indonesian, if he 
or she thought about it at all, 
appeared to consider AIDS 
as something impossible to 
catch from having sex wife 
another Indonesian. 

“ The government was al- 
ways secretive about it. They 
didn't check blood property. 
They were worried about fee 
tourists, ” said a local journal- 
ist. 

“We should have been 
ready from the beginning to 
fight AIDS ... the govern- 
ment belittled AIDS because 
it considered we had good 
morals Dede Oetomo ,• a 
university professor and head 
of Indonesia's only Gay and 
Lesbian Action Group. 


A Health Ministry official 
said 13 people have died from 
fee disease in Indonesia while 
another 36 have caught it. 

“I think there are 10,000 
AIDS carriers in Indonesia. 
That is a rough figure be- 
cause in Thailand fee number 
has reached 400,000, while 
Indonesian behaviour is just 
the same as Thais,” Prof. 
Oetomo told the weekly 
magazine Editor. 

The government, now tak- 
ing fee threat more seriously 
this month began handing out 
500,000 condoms in Kramat 
Tunggak to encourage prosti- 
tutes to make their clients use 
them. 

It is not dear it is having 
much effect. 

“No, AIDS is no problem 
here,” said a smiling barman, 
as he poured a glass of warm 
beer at one of fee 220 houses 
that pack the muddy lanes of 
the eight-hectare (20-acre) 
brothel complex. 


“ Some do, some don't,' 
shrugs when asked if bk 
women use condoms. 

One of them, 24-year- 
Sundari who charges 25, 
rupiah ($12) ~ ' 
is less gfib. 


“I like people to 
condom but some ' c 
refuse. J have no chc 
to accept it because 
the money to supp 
family, ” she says over 
of chicken and rice m 
dor by fee private n 

Like most of the 2 
so women working 
brothel, almost a tm 
comes from centra 
where there aie fai 
people than the land c 
‘ port. 


tested the women her&(% 
that Kramat Ttmggak ix f& 
of AIDS, but; Ms. 

Said no one. has checkedJ& 
Mood yet •'••'SSS 
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it (( u 'v .Hie Associated Press 

^ fJ&ELRAHMAN Munif is 
■n>? Aflib wodd for writ- 

.. taboo subjects like cor- 

and' human rights. For 
' e G^wdecades he has paid the 

>aodi Arabia took away his 
^ rgsport.- "Iraqi authorities jailed 
jpf *° r ’months. Many Arab 
Wsfa/Yjasstcs bau'his navels, which 
ic iwfWdn what Vfr. Munif sees as the 
e^iim shared trait of Arab na- 
y^^Gc^ .a lack- of democracy and 

Arab countries, resemble 
c ^. Eh .other yi their prisons." the 
e/J i ia. ^ear-old writer said in an in- 
e c/uj 0 ^view'at h is home./There are a 
pimple differences in the 
life; Huber of prisoners and the 
^^^ihiber of prisons. There are just 
&' governments who believe in 
knocracy : ” . 

Prisons, corruption and the 
infusion caused- by trying to. 
tapt to westernere. especially 
» after jmericans, are the main themes 
4 j£^two- Munif novels just pub- 
one in Arabic, the. other 
'ere ,b English . translation of an ear- 


eve work- 

' importance is that he 
fgrtj^jrites abom sensitive topics." 

Aqil Awit, a poet and liter- 
^ Wtj y critic for the newspaper Sharq 
“He’s, well-known for 

^j^fXhe book in Arabic deals with 
torture, beatings and pet- 
h imiitiarions experienced by 
)£a | ttjro men who are moved from 
filial i^nson to prison. For Mr. Munif s 
eo tes^drposeSf the various jails repre- 
. life in. different Arab coun- 

'cag».n^- ' ; 

mS ‘“There-tS rio means to realise. 
J//° Serybne’s dream of enjoying 
^jasic rights: in a democratic 
irmosphere ’because the systems 
j^^ji-tl^jregidn are either feudal 
■^^Hbal or mUftaty," he told an 

6 016^*61:. 

The book jn English translation 
itled The Bench, is the second 
jart of a quintet written over the 
3gsi decade. It chronicles the 
3K- fapettKng changes . in a slow- 
filcb b&zd desert society corrupted by 
dslre^ril- wealth. - 

fifc JjVhile the first volume revolved 
jQMmd ah oQ town, the second 
focuses on hfe in the capital, with 
xa ™' he Jang increasngly beholden to 
, he oil companies as the ruling 
ird asisfatniiy acquife&'vqast wealth. 
wfy red Other volumes m the quintet 
WJow the country through a ma* 
aapy ifa. political crisis, when a king is 
j^agSeposed and internal problems 
0fl ^ M ^pant under die torrent of petro- 


repression 


dollars. 

Like Mr. Munif s earlier Cities 
of Salt, the novel was translated 
Peter Theroux and published 
by Random House. 

Although the Arab kingdom he 
wntes about has no name, the 
parallels with Saudi Arabia are 
u nmis t ak a b le. Mr. Munif was 
born in Amman to Saudi parents. 
His family is from Ayoun, a town 
in the Nejd. the highly conserva- 
tive desert heartland of Saudi 
Arabia. Saudi officials lifted his 
passport without explanation 
while he was abroad in 1963. Mr. 
Munif believes it was for political 
reasons. 

He ruefully acknowledges one 
benefit of inter-Arab squabbles: 
He may be ostracised in the Gulf, 
but travels on a Yemeni passport 
and has lived for five years in 
Syria, which also lacks the free- 
doms he writes about. 

He also has lived in Lebanon, 
France and Iraq, where his out- 
spoken opinions on the need for 
greater democracy landed him in 
jail. 

Mr. Munif bas a doctorate in 
oil economics from the University 
of Belgrade and has been director 
of marketing for Syria's state-run 
oil company; he once edited an 
oil journal in Baghdad, but now 
devotes all his time to writing. 

“I’m first and foremost a novel- 
ist, but 1 have political prob- 
lems," he said. "Political books 
sometimes focus on lifeless 
things, frozen things while the 
novel reflects life." 

The Gulf war provoked agony 
for Mr. Munif and many other 
Arab intellectuals, because the 
Arabs could not find their own 
solution and the outcome did 
little to alter the repression in 
Iraq. 

He sees a bleak future unless 
there is change: “After each crisis 
in the region, the governments 
promise elections, parliament, a 
constitution, when the storm pas- 
ses they forget everything. Prom- 
ises are one thing; implementa- 
tion is something else." 

Mr. Munif finds fault with the 
West, especially the U.S., for 
lacking the will to goad Arab 
governments to reform, much as 
they pushed Eastern Europe. 
How can Americans talk of con- 
stitutions, fair trials and free 
speech in Eastern Europe, he 
asks, while ignoring the fact that 
Saudi Arabia, for example, has 
none of these? “The West knows 
all this and ignores it because 
these ruling regimes are friends 
with the West,” Mr. Munif says. 


irfu.S* economic 
islump reveals Bush’s 
drawbacks as leader 


By Gene Gibbons 

Renter 

fDSi? • 

^WASHINGTON — Day by day, 
rerig ft* ^ ..economic, picture grows 
^jgjQOfflier,. highlighting President 
L mrffeoft’ C ® n ^’ s greatest short- 
ly Wreotamg managing domestic 

1 presenting h to the 

ru/DpSSpebple. 

V M 1° striking contrast to his bold, 
.assertive style in die Gulf war, 
JW®TMr. Bush seems to be groping for 
§ wtfffljsweis to the slump, shaking 
y Confide nce in his leadership and 
life throwing him into a free-fall in 
ay ikr 1 ® P°bSc opinion polls. 

gjj, An apt iflastration of why Mr. 


f Wednesday when he travelled to 
' Texfls to sign a bQl supposed to 
.pot hundreds of thousands of 
;/ P co pi c to work building highways 
mass transport projects. 

The same day. General 
ftotonc, once unsurpassed in the 
iorid car industry, shocked the 
wuntry by announcing massive 


^TjflrajDffe and a. score of plant do- 
nees. 

.One factory believed to be a 
ft? ETOtontial target for closure was 
ntf w down the road from where 
Bush spoke. But instead of 


jhained sflent. 

#10* The next day the Dallas Mom- 
jff News described a presidential 
to a roadside cafe after the 
^^U-signing under the headline 


^ time -out to eat with 
3 B7^.*wters.” 

gpffd Although the White House re-' 
^ talk at the suggestion, there are 
‘.^eerie parallels between Mr. Bush 
300 gti H^ber t Hoover, who left the 
^ibresidency in disgrace because of 


tike Mr. Bush, Hoover was 
i#J8nowjed as a dobal statesman, 
followee a|^ar president 


nstory pamts as lazy and ineffec- 
nal — Galvin Goolidge, coin- 


ddentally Ronald Reagan's 
favourite predecessor. And be 
came to office after an era of 
financial frenzy and economic ex- 
cess. 

Mr. Bush wants to avoid Hoov- 
er’s mistake of saying “prosperity 
is just around the comer" and 
letting things drift. 

“Yes, these are tough times 
and yes, there are layoffs and 
many families are having a tough 
go of it,” Mr. Bush said during 
his visit to Texas. “I want every 
American to know that getting 
the economy back on track is my 
number one priority.” 

But the adzninistration is deep- 


Rjght-wing Republicans press 
for general tax cuts despite a $375 
billion federal deficit this year, 
but moderates say adding to the 
deficit would raise interest rates, 
killing prospects ‘for recovery by 
making borrowing too costly. 

Mr. Bush bas wavered between 
opposing camps. He has prom- 


ised to unveil a new economic 
plan before his later January 
State of the Union address and in 
die meantime Republicans have 
been floating all sorts of trial' 
balloons, none inspiring much 
excitement. 

One was a proposal to spur the 
economy by giving Americans a 
$300 tax rebate, prompting one 
television commentator to snort: 
“A dollar a day keeps the reces- 
sion away.” 

Mr. Bush's handling of the 
n ym ^ny ■ reminiscent of his per- 
formance in last year’s budget 
battle with Congress, establ ishing 
a budget agreement that finna 
op tions in today’s crisis , Mr . 
Bush abandoned the main p rom - 
ise of his 1988 presidential cam- 
paign — “read my lips: no new 

M 

When reporters asked him ab- 
out this retreat, Mr. Bush said 
flippantly, “read my hips” and 
pointed to his backside. 


Sad Christmas tinged with hope for Palestinians 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

BETHLEHEM. Occupied 
West Bank — The crescent of 
the moon bangs eerily over the 
Mosque of Omar. It is a cool 
night and the town square is 
empty — except for the Israeli 
soldiers; about five or six sit in 
their jeep parked under a tall 
tree against the Church of 
Nativity. On top of the New 
Tourist Shopping Centre, a 
permanent Israeli presence has 
been established. A machine 
gun-totting soldier, wrapped in 
a heavy coat with a cap and 
gloves, keeps a watchful eye 
over the square below next to a 
listless Israeli flag. 

The night is quiet except for 
the occasional laughter of the 
soldiers. 

A taxi pulls into the city 
square, bringing back residents 
working in Jerusalem and 
Israel proper; the passengers 
quickly disembark and dis- 
appear into the maze of alleys 
that meet into the parking lot. 

The courtyard of the Church 
of Nativity is quiet. The outline 
of a star sitting on top of a 
cross can be made out. A little 
farther to the left, on top of the 
entrance to the church, 
another cross can be seen. But 
the church and its surroundings 
are uncharacteristically dark 
for this time of the year. 

Christmas come, Bethlehem 
is usually a festival of lights and 
activity. But this year, as in die. 
previous four, all celebrations 
will be subdued. The intifada, 
the Palestinian's struggle 
against the Israeli occupation, 
rages on. 

“Since 1987, with the start of 
the intifada, the Municipal 
Council, has stopped decorat- 
ing the city with lights, decora- 
tions and Christmas trees,” 


said Hanna J. Nasser, deputy 
mayor of Bethlehem. 

Many families in Bethlehem, 
as in many other cities in the 
occupied Arab territories, suf- 
fer for having fathers, sons and 
daughters in jail or in hospit- 
als. “It's not easy to have all 
these feelings and have decora- 
tions,” Mr. Nasser said. “But 
this year, because of the peace 
initiative, we wii make a few 
decorations, very few. 

The grim atmosphere is- 
characteristic to all aspects of 
life under occupation. Reces- 
sion is deep, inflation soars, 
economy suffers. Although ab- 
out 2,000 tourists visit the town 
everyday, sales are well below 
previous years. Merchants can 
be seen approaching tourists in 
the town square inviting them 
to visit their stores. 

As buses pour into the city 
square and tourists disembark, 
stragglers sitting on the sides 
instantly spring to attention, 
approaching, even accosting, 
the visitors with their wares. 
“Twenty shekels,” a chain 
smoking, unshaven man in his 
mid-40s says as he walks along 
with a tourist. “Okay, give me 
UUXqok its good quality. Give 
me eight shekels.”* 

A gray haired 60-year-old 
man, shoeshine box in hand, 
approaches the tourists. In 
broken English, he tries to find 
a customer as the visitors 
ignore him and follow their 
guide into the church. 

Standing on the edge of the 
church's courtyard, watching 
all this activity, is Mike Rock. 
Huddled in his long beige over- 
coat, he keeps a sharp eye for 
any unfamiliar faces that are 
not in a group of tourists. A 
tour guide, Mr. Rock has 
found it hard to make a living 
competing against Israeli tour 
guides that come with every 


bus. “I stay here all day look- 
ing for people to guide,” he 
says. “Sometimes, I stay here 
one week and I have no one to 
guide. 

“(The tourists) think we're 
going to rob them,” he con- 
tinues. “They're afraid of us. 
They (Israeli officials) tell 
them at the airport ‘don't go to 


the West Bank and stay away 
from Arabs.”* 

Although able to speak Ara- 
bic. French, English, Spanish 
and German, it is hard to find 
employment, Mr. Rock said. 
He has tried to get a job with 
one of the agencies in Jeru- 
salem where most of the tours 


are organised. 

“They say all right and take 
my name and number to com- 
municate with me and nothing 
happens...” he says. “It's ■ 
terrible. Became this is in the 
occupied territories, there are 
no jobs.” 

Gloomy as it is, life goes on 


and hope for a better Christ- 
mas finds its way in people's 
hearts. 

“All 24 years during the 
Israeli occupation, the Palesti- 
nians have paid a lot and have 
suffered a lot,” said Mi. Nas- 
ser. “And always, this suffer- 
ing inspires people to hope for 
the future.” 
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‘Church of Nativity in BetMrhnd 


Candidates use 6 America first’ to mean whatever they want it 


By Jill Lawrence 

The Associated Ptcss 

WASHINGTON (R) — “Amer- 
ica first” is the new shorthand for 
presidential candidates trying to 
exploit domestic discontent. But 
the phrase can mean almost any- 
thing a politician chooses. 

For Republican commentator 
Patrick Bnchanan, “America 
first" is a conservative retort to 
President George Bush’s avid in- 
ternationalism, a modern-day 
echo of the isolationists of a 
half-century ago. 

But for Democratic Gov. L. 
Douglas Wilder of Virginia, it’s a 
slap at Mr. Bash's alleged neglect 
of domestic concerns — and it bas 
little to do with America’s role on 
the world stage. 

Mr. Bush’s self-professed fas- 
cination with foreign affaifs has 
encouraged challengers in both 


parties to question his commit- 
ment to his own country. 

Three of them are using expli- 
cit America first slogans — Mr. 
Buchanan, Mr. Wilder and for- 
mer Ku Klux Klansman David 
Duke, running as an unwelcome 
Republican. 

Mr. Duke promotes an Amer- 
ica first world policy that would 
require Japan and Europe to 
mount their own defences “with- 
out the money of the United 
States of America or the troops of 
the United States of America.” 

Mr. Buchanan takes a broader 
view, to him, “America first” 
means phasing out foreign aid 
and preserving "our Judeo- 
Christian values.” It means re- 
jecting a leadership role in “some 
vague new world order” and 
embracing instead "a new 
nationalism” leading to U.S. vic- 


tory in every trade and arms 
negotiation. 

His vision is closest to the one 
espoused by Conservative isola- 
tionists who formed the America 
first committee before World 
War II. The committee grew to 
800,000 before the Japanese 
attadeed Pearl Harbour — and 
disbanded within days of the 
attack. 

“Buchanan can be seen as an 
ideological descendant of the 
America first people," said histo- 
rian Michael Kazin, a professor at 
American University. “He really 
believes at this point the United 
States should take care of itself and 
pall away from foreign commit- 
ment. He really does want to 
wash his hands of what’s hapen- 
ing to other countries." 

Mr. Bush, a navy pilot during 
World War II. has unsettling 


memories of the America firsters 
and a firm view of a superpower's 
responsibilities. 

“I don’t want to see this coun- 
try go back to America first and 
to protection that will shrink mar- 
kets and throw people out of 
work,” the president said last 
week. "We need to stand 
together against that call... to 
stay within ourselves.” 

Historians say the new incarna- 
tion of the America first move- 
ment lacks the intellectual musde 
and credibility of the original. 
The premise, however, evidently 
still appeals to some Americans. 
“If it didn’t, the Democrats 
would not be talking in these 
terms,” said Mr. Kazin. 

1 

Hie Democratic presidential 
candidates are calling for in- 
creased investment in America 
and cuts in foreign aid, particular- 


ly military aid to Japan and Ger- 
many. Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin 
also has suggested protectionist 
measures to safeguard American 
jobs. 

Many of the candidates^ 
however, are trying to make it 
dear that they are not isolation- 
ists. 

“We need a government will- 
ing to lead in the world,” Nebras- 
ka Sen. Bob Kerrey told students 
at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology last week. 

“(Sven the problems we face at 
home, we do have to take care of 
our own people and their needs 
first,” Arkansas Gov. Bill Clin- 
ton said the next day at George- 
town University. But be added 
that “if we withdraw from the 
world, it will hurt ns economically 
at home” and set back the cause 
of global democracy. 


Even Mr. Wilder, with his up- 
front “put America first” slogan, 
says that simply means he wants 
to reduce the federal deficit, cut 
middle-class taxes and help com- 
munities deal with crime and 
drugs- The theme “in no way 
conflicts with our nation’s inter- 
national standing or obligation to 
help friends in need,” be said last 
week. 

Most of the Democrats are 
talking about opening interna- 
tional markets to U.S, products 
and making U.S. industry more 
competitive, and in those ways 
assuring that the country will 
continue to influence world 
events. 

As former Massachusetts Sen. 
Paul Tsongas said in a speech last 
fall, “power will increasingly 
gravitate to those who cannot 
launch an army but can write a 
check." 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREK5H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN FtoYAL WEST AMMAN 


real estate 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT iN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 
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AMIN K A WAR A SONS 

Pw, rtL. 604 67E 604696 ^ 
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Just call NIDAL. 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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Jordan Times !! 



The fifstft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

?sf Cirde. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00’3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL §39969 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 



mmm 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 


Open I L JO-J JO Jt b-tU-lt 30 duly 


Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 





On The Oecanoa Of Christmas 


offers a 40 % discount on 
SWAROVSK1 
Austrian crystal items 
The offers last until the end of 1991. 


Jaba! Amman - Second Circle, 

tel: 641816-642397 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% laryar 
« From JMottf Frmmm 
13 x TO mi 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank: Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The Regency flaktee Had 


L»Y:I£HINGE 

s SipBIL 

DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12.H0 - 15.40 & im- 23*0 

Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAICOTEL 

,|^ 2 i|l|ls 


Amman - Tel 668 1 93 
P O Bo» 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For RtM'rvaixt'n. Jcbd Anmrtin 
Third Cirdt' TV.'. 0 f?0o0 ■ tiljOfil 


819564 -Abdoun 
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A1 Wihdat — champions again 


_ Alecn Bannayan 

Spe&aj to £fce Jordan Times 


; — A1 Wihdat Soccer 

Un ° “^a tot to be proud of this 
Sft^ 8 to its P®* 8*°ry, 

*£*V P 0 * has won the premier 
®VMon title this year again whfle 
the final of the Jordan 
soccer tournament. 

AI Wihdat had not lost a single 
gapie this season until their sur- 
pnse 2-1 defeat by Al Hussein. 
Tlmy still have a match against Al 
Faisali (an all time rival that has 
its own impressive record of six 
feague titles in the 80s). Al 
Wihdat secured the title early in 
th e fourth week of the second 
round with only five pwh enter- 
ing their net. 

Al Wihdat fens also love to set 
records. A record 25,000 
attended Al Wihdat-Al Faisali 
match in the first round. 

“Whenever Al Wihdat is play- 
ing there’ll surely be a big crowd 
following. I mean, big in 
thousands like over 15,000,” 
said Al Wihdafs head coach 
Mohammad Mnstafa. 

Al Wihdat had to dear some 
hurdles in order to get to the top 
this year, namely against 1990 
tidebokler Al Faisali and Al 
Ramtha, who will now struggle to 
secure the number two spot. 

‘*We expected a tough rivalry 
. and competition at the outset of 
die championship, but as you 
know every good team sets its 
eyes on the trophy and we were 
determined as ever to win it this 
year,” Mustafa told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The 1991 season was good in 
general. I think all the teams 
were in better form in the first 
round. However, the second 
round took a lot of time to 
complete, with matches con- 
tinuously postponed and resche- 


A1 Wihdafs 


Premier League 


1980: Winner 
1981: Third place 
1982: Runner-up 
1983: Runner-up 
1984: Third place 
1985: Runner-up 
1986: Runner-up 
1987: Winner 
1988: Third place 
1989: Fifth place 
1990: Third place 
1991: Winner 


Federation Shield 


1981: Runner-up 
1982: Winner 
1983: Winner 
1987: Runner-up 
1988: Winner 
1989: Runner-up 
1991: Runner-up 


Jordan Cop 


3982: Winner 
1985: Winner 
1988: Winner 


Cup Women? 


1981: Runner-up 
1983: Rtmner-np 
1986: Runner-up 
1989: Winner 


doled. This is one thing that 
shouldn't happen because it 
affects the players and everyone 
involved," he said. 

“S urpr is in gly, the teams which 
were not expected to perform 
weti improved a lot in the second 
round. But I expected a tougher 
competition from the more ex- 
perienced teams, especially Al 
Ramtha, Al Faisali and Al AhH,” 
said Mustafa, nHriing “inconsis- 
tancy is part of our athletic tradi- 
tion I guess." 

Al Wihdat recently beat Al 
Faisali 2-1 in the semifinals of the 
Jordan Cup and will meet the 
winner of Al Ahli-AI Ramtha 
match in the final, set for Jan. 3. 

The team has come a tong way 
since the establishment of the 
dab in 1956. The dub has many 
other activities, but soccer has 
been the predominant one. Be- 
fore coming under the supervi- 
sion of the Ministry of Youth, Al 
Wihdat won the Jordan Youth 
Centres Soccer Cup nine times 
from 1959-1968. The volleyball 
team has also dominated the 
scene, winning the title five times 
and hoping to add this season’s 
title to their record. 

Al Wibdat’s soccer team first 
won the second division title in 
1975 and dimbed to the first 
division (now premier league). 
They played the 1976 season in 
the first division losing all their 
matches and being the recipient 
of 28 goals. They were relegated, 
but won tiie second division title 
in 1977 without losing a angle 
match. 

The team played the 1978 sea- 
son in the first division ... tins 

timft finishing thir d. 

However, 1980 is the year Al 
Wihdat will never forget. 

Losing only one match, Al 
Wihdat clinched the premier 
league trophy for the firet time. 
They topped the overall standings 
well ahead of the runner-up, Al 
Ramtha. 

From that time on, Al Wihdat 
was always one of the best and 
most consistent teams in Jorda- 
nian soccer (see table) winning 
the premier league and the Jor- 
dan Cup titles as well the Federa- 
tion Sneld three times each and 
the Cup Winners Cup once. 

Al Wihdat has always provided 
Jordanian soccer and the national 
team with outstanding players 
like Ghassan Jmna’a, Wafid Kan- 
dfl, Ghassan Bal’awi, Khalid 
Salim and more recently Ibra- 
him Sa’dieh (one of the 25 top 
athletes in Ionian), Jihad Abdul 
Mun’em (the lease's top scorer 
this season), Ra'ed Assaf, 
Hisham Abdul Mun’em and 
many others. 

Coach Mustafa has semi his 
team develop from the modest 
be ginnin gs to winning die Jordan 
premier league tide. 

Although he never played in Al 
Wihdat soccer team when be was 
young, as his favourite game was 
volleyball, be nevertheless chose 
to pursue his studies in physical 
education, graduating from the 
Umvcrsty of Alexandria in 1980, 
specialising in soccer. 

He became assistant coach at 
Al Wihdat in 1981 and became 
head coach in 1986. Since then bus 
team has won five major tides. 

Coach Mustafa attended adv- 
anced training courses in Egypt in 
1986; in Iraq in 1988 and in 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HERSCH 

01831 TitJuna Ham Santas. He, 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*10843 ?6 i'EJ4 4X8052 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond What do you respond? 
A —Don't raise partner’s minor 
with only three-card support. That 
leaves a choice between one no 
trump and one spade. Since one no 
trump with a singleton is ouf of the 
question when there's another op- 
tion available, one spade becomes 
automatic, despite the poor quality 
of the suit. 


QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

410843 ?6 0KJ4 4K8652 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pas b 1 4 Pass 

3 NT Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — Don't let your singleton heart 
panic you into retreating to four 
dubs or four diamonds — both those 
actions would be slam tries. Pass, 
and be prepared to rack up another 
rubber. 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold' ' 

4AKQ83 9J7 0AQJ6 4A6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A — Despite partner’s minimum 
response, the hand still has slam 
possibilities if there is a diamond 
fit. Signal your strength with a 
jump shift of three diamonds. 
Three no trump is a lazy bid — that 
contract could be defeated when six 
diamonds is cold 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQS7 vKQ9 072 4AJ83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hokt 

46 7K1095 0KJ9 4KJ752 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

14 2 0 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — East’s interference has made 
your lot easier. The hand could be a 
misfit and despite bully high-card 
strength, you might not be able to 
make game. Now you have a rea- 
sonable alternative— double. We 
would be most surprised if it didn't 
net at least 500 points. If a double 
by you would be negative (for take- 
out), pass and await developments. 


1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner has a balanced hand ' 
of no more than 15 points, while 
you have a balanced 16. There is no 
particular fit anywhere, and we 
cant see the combined holding 
stretching to 12 tricks. Bid three no 
trump and give partner an easy 
hand to play. 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K72 vVoid OAQ6 4J1 095432 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 17 2 0 

7 

What action do you take? 

A. — A poor opening has been made 
worse by the auction. Your long suit 
is topless and you’re void in part- 
ner's suit. Three clubs could be the 
winning action if partner were to 
raise or pass, but a heart rebid or a 
spade bid is more likely to be forth- 
coming. Pass. 


Amman this year. 

He is rightfully happy and con- 
tent with what be has achieved 
for his dub but never forgets to 
mention the fact that the team- 
work, determination and efforts 
of all those involved (assistants, 
managers and players) enabled 
Al Wihdat to reach the top. 


** ■ . »>• yr 




“My players have been very 
determined and committed. I can 
say I had a 99 per cent attendance 
at training sessions since the the 
beginning of tiie soccer season ... 
which is a vety important factor,” 
Mnstafa said. 

“In preparation for the 1991 
season, we trained daily, except 
Fridays. We also bad two training 
camps, one in Aqaba and the one 
in Syria. We also played seven 
friendly matches in addition to 
the Federation Shield matches (in 
which only premier division 
teams compete)," the ooaefa said. 














“Once the premier league be- 
gins, training is of course re- 
duced. Players take a day off 
after a match but train prior to 
the next match," be added. 

‘“Training grounds are one ma- 
jor problem we face. There are 
only three soccer stadiums in 
Amman which are used for train- 
ing by 25 to 30 dnbs, in addition 
to the youth teams of these dnbs. 

“The other major problem fee- 
ing soccer players in general and 
hindering the future development 
pf soccer in Jordan, is tiie lad: of 
incentives whQe playing in the 
league and an uncertain future 
after quitting soccer,” be added. 

In addition to the soccer com- 
petitions organised by the Jordan 
Soccer Federation, Al Wihdat 
organises the Wihdat Arab Soc- 




At Wihdat ’s 1991 soccer team 


cer Tournament in which teams 
from neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries such as Lebanon, Palestine, 
Egypt, Iraq and Syria participate. 
Al Wihdat won the event in 1987. 

Outside Jordan, Al Wihdat par- 
ticipated in a tournament in Tonis 
in 1984 and finished third in the 
1988 Arab Clubs Championship 
in Syria. 

The dab now awaits the Arab 
Soccer Federation’s decision on 
holding the Arab Clubs Cham- 
pionship in which they will repre- 
sent Jordan as holders of the 1991 
season title. 

Many players from Al Wihdat 


will be part of the Jordanian 
national team which will partici- 
pate in tiie Arab sports tourna- 
ment due to be held in Syria in 
Sept. 1992. Jordan will also play 
in the Olympic preliminaries. At 
least five Wihdat players are part 
of the team which has not yet 
begun its preparations. 

“Our national teams in general 
are unfortunately formed shortly 
before the events, and everyone 
expects the teams to ' perform 
miracles and achieve good re- 
sults,” commented coach Musta- 
fa. “National teams win not bring 
the proper results if they are not 


given sufficient time for prepara- 
tion. It is as if our national teams 
are event-oriented and are re- 
grouped for the tournament or 
championship itself.” 


Al Wihdat now anxiously await 
the few matches toft in the pre- 
mier division to be crowned tins 
season’s champions as well as 
their Jan. 3 match in the final of 
the Jordan Cup, hoping to add it 
to their impressive results this 
season, as weD as their achieve- 
ments since they asserted them- 
selves as <me of the top teams in 
Jordan. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 27, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER 26, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In- 
culcating yourself with the finest 
mental and spiritual tenets and 
principles that are available wfll 
stand you in good steed to deal 
with the delays and obstacles of the 
day. 


advice or information go straight to 
the most influential person you 
know who has thp answers and ask 
him. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have so many errands to do 
that you may fail to keep an 
appointment which is vital to some 
plan that means a great deal to you 
so be watchful. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Now you are able to find the 
financial means by winds you can 
improve your present condition 
and have something left over for. a 
pet wish. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
out, meet and be with everyone 
whfle is able in anyway to salsify 
some soda! or personal need that 
means considerable to you and 
please friends. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have so many interesting 
new ideas that yon hardly know 
which one to start on but so long as 
you use your best judgement and be 
outgoing all can be fine. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You now find it possible to 
convince others yon are an inge- 
nious and intelligent person who 
can perform whatever needs to be 
done with case. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
less one is careful, all the chit-chat 
that is going on today and tonight 
is apt to disintergrate into disputes 
over minor and less important 
issues. Avoid getting into old 
issues than never settled. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have every need now to add 
your assets and subtract you 
..obligations so that you get a better 
idea just where you stand with all 
in material interests. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can busy yourself 
fenpting out the information and 
the data you need in order to 
qmedy make some vitally impor- 
tant dreams come true. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Sit down and discuss 
with partners how you can both get 
along better but you associates are 
apt to be pretty wily now so keep 
on your mental toes. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have 
duties to do at home, at the office 
or any other place of business may 
it be on the road, this is you day for 
consistancy. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Look (rw some very new methods 
or appeard by which you can bring 
your charm or attra cti venes s to the 
fore and make a point to show your 
most magnetic qualities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your time to make sure you 
quietly analyse just where you 
stand In any situation regarding a 
very mundane approach at them 
and keep objective. 


business by carrying through with' 
whatever chores requiring meticu- 
lous precision by you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Your need for a better under- 
standing with a partner is yoon now 
but its necessary for you to com- 
plete whatever tasks you have 
agreed to do for him. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your interest in finding a 
better way to handle all those 
details is natural and the right 
manner in which you can now act 
so show you are a good and thor- 
ough worker.. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Make sure you get 
your health on a much more sound 
and vital basis now and go out and 
search for the apparel that can add 
to your wardrobe. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 


January 20) You can have a ball 
where ft counts the most for you so 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you find that you are able to get 
together with East thinking and 
logical minded friends who have 
your interest at bean and will help 
you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don’t let anyone put anything 
over on you but if you need some 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you are able to find 
the many good tunes (hat mean so 
much to you as a gregarious 
Aquarius so get in touch with your 
friends and have fun. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You feel your family are bold- 
ing out on you and should support 
ami back you more and if you sit 
down quietly and explain yoor 
views now, you can gain their help. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think over how you can 
gain some unusual but down to 
earth advice from a bigwig who has 
expect knowledge that you need 
very ranch. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you would like to do that 
means getting in touch with per- 
sons yon have not known before 
tins but who have very different 
ideas from yours is great now. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now are able to gain the 
respect of those who know their 


where ft counts the most for you so 
don’t be so serious but lighten up, 
smile and have a good time at fee 
outlets that delight you. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have lots of good ideas 
but you had best listen co what 
your family have to say now in- 
stead of trying to force them to see 
tbinjp your way. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now find your usual allies 
are eager to make some long range 
plans that arc important, that have 
already been discussed but need 
final approval. 


Peanuts 



THE BINPER WONT COME 
LOOSE, SIR.. IT'S ALL TANSLEP 
k UP IN YOUR HAIR... > 



ANYWAY IT'S RECESS 
TIMEJ'LL BE BACK LATER 


/WAV' TOE TETOERBALL 
WRAP AROUNP YOUR NECK ! 



Andy Capp 



Mutt ‘n* Jeff 


I’M GOINS TO BAKE 
MoRF Pl&S, LOTS MORE) 
ALL KINDS -AND I LL 
WANT YOU ToTASTE 
EVERYONE I BAKE! 




JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25,1*91 ‘ 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 25, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation j 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
trine of the Moon to the Sun. 
Being the only aspect today assures 
an enjoyable holiday with -the 
Moon hr wed ordered Virgo, keep- 
ing most of our fee Engs and think- 
ing easily aligned. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
involved with as many persons as 
possible today and let them know 
of your affection for and devotion 
to to create a more lasting 
rapport. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can enjoy your surroundings 
more Hik Christmas' 

Day so have about you as may of 
the conditions and things you en- 
joy the most 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) One 
from the outside world can be the 
means by which your happiness at 
this holiday season is greatly en- 
hanced so do something special in 
return. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day for happiness and a 
sense of wellbeing and security 
should envelope yon today and 
tonight to take frill advantage of 
tins good Eeefing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t 
only be with and mate those about 
you happy by your presence now 
but also communicate with those 
who five nearby and let them know 
of your affection for them. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now have a chance to 


show those who have been he^j 
to you in practical and nmndanj 
ways that you value and appreriat^ 
their support. j 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October! 
22) You are endowed with soped 
warmth and magnetism and 
be wise to express it -freefyto! 
whomever you come in contact! 
with and have much love in return" 
SCORPIO: (October ZT 
ber 21) Pur yoor dose 
at ease by showing them 
takable terms of your de*vu 
them and willingness to -purl 
self our for them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novembr- ’** 
December 21) Extend your 
greetings to whatever friend; 
acquaintances come to your 
and be more lavish in 1 b 
know of your interest Li uco. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
January 20) Now you have 
chance to let those who are m 
outside world be more aware 
your interest in them and 
tion for their abilities. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- : 
ary 19) Bring some new associates 
into the pictarc this Christmas Day 
and let them know of your love for , 
mankind generally and specific 
persons. J 

PISCES: (February 20 to Man* 
20) You are able to make an even 1 
deeper impression upon fee cine i 
who means the most to you today . 
and tonight so don't hold back wife 
personal fevour. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris' 



'For some people marriage is a 
piece of cake. Our piece 
needs more spice." 


ifl 


Unscramble these fourJumbtaa, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOROGAME'j 
v by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 1 * 
a* '1 1 11 " 1 Vi 


RATTI 


SLEBS 


Z 


PHISAR 


MIGHT BE THE 
BEGINNING OF A 
ROMANCE. 


LASSIA 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer a 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: HUMAN BUDOD ADJUST CONVEX 


Answer. A cowpoke who’s always watching the dock 
oeneralv remains this— ONE OF THE HANDS 


THE Daily Crossword byDo^ 


B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Check 
5 Sec. units 
9 Construction 
beam 

13 Sandusky's 


HH SJJJ 


14 Harvests 

16 Excellent 

17 Mountain lake 

18 Chou — 

19 Basks 

20 Start of quote by 


aHiigHuaw 



23 Black gold 

24 Emissary 

25 Luminous ring 
28 Speck 

30 Opportune 

33 What happened 

34 Gypsy 

35 Fr„ Gar., etc. 

36 Siestas 
37 Panicles 

38 weedy plant 

39 Sautt — Marie 

40 Composer 
Dvorak 

41 Deck In finery 

42 Sniggler’s catch 

43 Rlpener 

44 Plumes 

45 Bungle 

48 Numero — 

47 Mora of quota 

58 Forbidden thing 

56 End of quote 

57 And others: Lat 
abbr. 

88 Volume 

59 Get the lead out 

80 Kbwtd role 

81 "Green Gabies" 

aw 

62 Poor me! 

S3 “Peter Pan" 
pirate 


jbi 

■MBB 



OISST TrtBun* Mtdk 


7 Become 
wearisome 
8WWI plane 
9 Toothsome 

10 Contest 

11 — Domini 

12 Legal point 
15 Afternoon 

naps 

21 Inking 

22 Imitated 

25 Perfume in a 
- 


Yesterday's Panto Sohm t 
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DOWN 

1 Explorer 
Hernando de — 

2 Com pa rat i ve 
word 

3 Ireland 

4 Wind systems 

5 Ring of color 

6 Bn of fare 


27 Beat back 

28 Engine 

29 Arabian 
suttanate 

30 Gem 

31 Of the ear 

32 Low cards 

34 Memo 

37 Unappreciative 
one 

36 Some poems 

40 Swiss 
stream ‘ 
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41 Relative : 

44 Ctes 

45 Bring to 
mind 

47 DMng bird - 

48 LM— (Up off) 
48 "Thfo Man" 

Wife 


50 “Let’s Mate v 
a— 1 - . * 

51 Astronauts gp 

52 Detail „ , v 

53 Rower- J'- 

holder. 
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White House suggests room 
for even lower interest rates 


Currency 


Staffing Ponad 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Camay Unit 


iwr 25/12/9/ (Mr 24/21/91 


1J6753 



Currency 
U.S. DoHar 

1 MTH 
4 . 93 

3 MTHS 
4.3 7 

6 MTHS 
4,25 


Sterling Pnad 

17.00 

10.93 

10.8 7 

10.75 

Deutsche Mark 

9.S1 

9.62 

9.50 

9.50 

Swiss Franc 

8.5 0 

£.25 

£.0£ 

7.87 

French Franc 

10.2S 

10.25 

JO. 25 

10.12 

Japanese Yea 

6.2 5 

6.00 

5 .66 

5.37 

European Currency Unit 

10.50 

10.50 

10.37 

10.25 


latafcuk Ud raw far i 


i ™if*n i'.V Uattart IJMMMOor cqunoicw. 

Date: 24/T2/9J 


USD/Oz 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

359.47 

0.80 

Silver 

3.92 

0.085 


C en tral Bank of Jordan Exchange Bate BnBatiln 

Dan: 24/12/91 


Currency 


U.S. DoSar 


Staffing Pound 



Japanese Yen 0 


Dutch Guflder 


Swedish Krooa 


Italian Lira 0 


Bdgian Flnmc 




Sawfi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 
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Omani Riyal 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 0 


Cypriot Pound 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
an the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


uaOTa 


1.8750/70 

1.1575/85 

1.5185/95 

1.7080/7100 

1.3480/3500 

31.23/27 

5.1750/50 

1148/1147 

327.00/10 

5 .5470/5570 

5.9800/9900 

5.9100/9200 

35935/359.85 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


COMMANDO 

SQUAD 

Shows: 3:30, 6:75. 830. 10:30 p m. y/ 
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A1 Mashini Theatre 


Haret Abu Awwad Family will resume to performances of 

SEAMAN AL SHAKLABEH 
<c SOMERSALT TIME” 

on Thursday Jan. 2, 1992 
Advance reservation needed 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House said Monday there 
was room for lowering interest 
rates, suggesting that the Bush 
administration thinks the U.S. 
central bank, to stimulate the 
economy, could slash rates even 
further than last week's dramatic 
cut. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fiizwater also said the admi- 
nistration still believed there was 
a need for a package of govern- 
ment measures to boost the eco- 
nomy out of recession, despite 
the Federal Reserve's (Fed’s) sur- 
prisingly large rate-cutting move 
Friday. 

The Fed is "on the right track,” 
Mr. Fitzwater told a news confer- 
ence when asked whether the 
administration thought the Friday 
reduction in the discount rate to 

3.5 per cent was sufficient to get 
the economy moving again. 

“We believe that there is room 
for declining interest rates,” Mr. 
Frtzwater said. “Bui we won’t try 
to dictate that at this point.” 

“As wc have said many times 
in the past, inflation is low and 
under control.” he said. 

Low inflation is a pre-condition 
for the central bank to make 
stimulative rate cuts like its Fri- 
day move cutting the discount 
rate it charges on loans to banks 
by a full percentage point to 3.5 


per cent. 

The Fed also lowered its target 
for the critical federal funds in- 
terest rate to four per cent from 

4.5 per cent. 

President George Bush and 
otter officials repeatedly have 
sought to “talk down” interest 
rates to help the country out of 
recession this year and the Fed 
has responded with six cuts, of 
which Friday’s was the largest. 

It was the first full-point cut 
since 1981 and brought the dis- 
count rate to its lowest level in 27 
years. 

But it was also the first cut 
inlbe discount rate since nov. 6, 
and administration officials wor- 
ried by the economy’s inability to 
bounce back from a recession 
that began in July 1990 said it had 
been high time for the Fed to act. 

'The Fed’s (Friday) move to 
extremely importnt, extremely 
helpful and long overdue,” one 
senior official said. 

He also made dear that while 
the administration welomed the 
action, it believed there was room 
for interest rates to fall further. 

“Anybody who tells you that 
this is as low as the Fed is going to 
go may well be wrong,” he said. 

Wall Street stocks soared Mon- 
day on a frenzied wave of buying, 
sending the key Dow index 
through the 3,00 level for the first 


time in sax weeks. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age was up 80.20 points to 
3,014.76 at 1845 GMT, just 15 
minutes before the dose of trad- 
ing on the New York Stock Ex- 
change. 

Volume was a strong 184 mil- 
lion shares, with gains swamping 
losses by a 3-1 margin on the big 
board. 

Traders said the market was 
encouraged by the sharp cut in 
interest rates Friday by the 
Federal ReseiVb, buying on the 
hopes that it would be enougrb to 
turn the economy and profits 
around. 

“Lower interest rates have al- 
ways had a positive impact on 
stodcs,” said Joseph Bartbel. a 
market analyst at Fahnestock Co. 
“They make bonds less attractive 
and stocks more attractive.” 

The market also gained from 
the traditional year-end tendency 
to rally, analysts said. 

Lower rates can spur 
businesses and consumers to bor- 
row, boosting economic activity 
and lifting stock and bond prices. 

But as rates fall, bonds and 
other fixed-rate investments, like 
money market accounts and cer- 
tificates of deposit, tend to be- 
come less attractive. 

In addition, the “Christmas ral- 
ly” showed the expected signs of 


Dyamu percentage point to 3.5 through the 3,UU level ror tne nrst ly snowed me expected sign 


Irish economy stumbles 
after four go-go years 

DUBLIN. Ireland (API — Ire- Business Post, found that 58 Der exnand a modest two ner a 


DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — Ire- 
land's economy, hurt by recession 
in Britain, weak farm prices and 
double-digit interest rates, is 
stumbling after four years of go- 
go growth. 

The economy compounds the 
difficulties of Prime Minister 
Charles Haughey. 

Unemployment exceeded 20 
per cent in September, up from 

16.5 per cent in May 1990, and is 
expected to keep rising until mid- 
1993. 

“The state of the economy has 
worsened quite a bit this year.” 
says Kieran Kennedy, director of 
the indepedent Economic and So- 
cial Research Institute. “We're 
not getting the kind of growth in 
jobs we need.” . ... 

; Mr. Haughey’s position has 
been shaken by scandals in 
businesses, including the state- 
run telephone company and the 
recently privatised sugar com- 
igny. 

survey of executions of the 
Euntry’s 200 largest companies, 
conducted in September and pub- 
lished recently in the Sunday 


Business Post, found that 58 per 
cent were dissatisfied with the 
government's performance — 
compared to 18 per cent three 
months ago. 

Because of a dearth of jobs in 
recession-hit Britain, net emigra- 
tion for the year ended in April 
was zero, compared with an aver- 
age of 27.000 a year in each of the 
previous four years. 

Britain also consumes a third of 
Irish exports, so a recession in 
Britain has a double impact. 

The economic slowdown and 
the resulting rise in unemploy- 
ment and other benefit payments 
is expected to push the budget 
deficit 50 per cent above target at 
685 million Irish pounds (Sl.l 
billion) this year. 

-.. That sets off alarms in a coun- 
try that suffered a public finance 
crisis in the early 1980s. 

The country’s debt amounts to 
26 billion Irish poinds ($42 bil- 
lion), 10 per cent more than its 
enure annual output of goods and 
services. 

Ireland's economy will not 
grow at all this year, and will 


Islamic bank finances 
projects worth $107m 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The 
Jeddah-based Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) agreed to fi- 
nance projects worth $107 million 
in its member states following a 
three-day meeting in Dubai, in 
the United Arab Emirates. 

The 46-member IDB said 
Tuesday it would finance foreign 
trade operations worth $64 mil- 
lion and development projects 
worth $42.95 million. 

Pakistan would receive $15 mil- 
lion to import crude oil from 
Saudi Arabia and another S8 
million to finance imports of ferti- 
liser from Jordan, Turkey and 
Saadi Arabia. 

In its statement the IDB said it 
would finance imports of copper 
and lead for Egypt from an IDB 
menpber state worth $5 million. 

Algeria would get $8 million to 
finance cement imports, $5 mil- 
lion to finance the import of 


cotton from Mali and Syria and 
another S3 millio n to finance 
imports of aluminum from 
Egypt. 

Tunisia would receive $10 mil- 
lion and Turkey would get $10 
million to finance imports of 
goods. 

A Pakistani firm would get $15 
million to pay for the import of a 
plant to manufacture ammonia. 

Bahrain-based Arab Shipbuild- 
ing and Repair Yard would re- 
ceive $9 million to help finance 
expansion programmes. 

The IDB said it would extend a 
$7 milli on loan to Mauritania to 
finance an agriculture project. 

Turkey would receive $5 mil- 
lion to cover exist of equipment to 
a university, Mali mold get a 
$5.18 million loan to build a 
hospital and Burkina Faso would 
receive $1.57 million to build a 
road. 


"Cinema Tel: 634144 
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expand a modest two per cent 
next year, said Jim O'Leary, chief 
economist at Ireland’s top 
brokerage firm Davy Stockbrok- 
ers. 

Mr. Kennedy is more optimis- 
tic, forecasting two per cent 
growth this year, and 3.25 per 
cent in 1992. 

Ireland had basked in average 
economic growth of 4.5 per cent a 
year from 1987 and 1990. During 
. these years, Irish businessmen 
like U.S.-based H.J. Heinz Co.’s 
chief, Tony O’Reilly, became 
stars at home and abroad. 

But Ireland was riding on the 
back of economic growth in big- 
ger countries, and as those econo- 
mies turned down. Ireland fol- 
lowed. 

Although many Irish recognise 
that Ireland's problems result 
partly from geographical acci- 
dent, they still expect the govern- 
ment to improve their lot, Mr. 
O’Leary said. 

Irish interest rates, now above 
10 per cent, may be at the mercy 
of German rates, for example, 
but the government could help 
the country by providing tax in- 
centives for getting off welfare, 
Mr. O’Leary said. 

“Irish people have a fair capac- 
ity for cynicism, fatalism, call it 
what you will,” Mr. O’Leary 
said. “But at the end of the day 
people will look for a scapegoat.” 

But not ail the economic news 
is bad. 

Helped by national programmes 
that limit wage increases in both 
the private and public sector, the 
inflation rate is steady at an envi- 
able three per cent. 

The merchandise trade surplus, 
predicted at 1.7 billion pounds 
($2.7 billion) this year, is ex- 
pected to continue to grow, to 
two billion pounds ($3.2 billion) 
next year. 

Interest rates, however, are 
above 10 per cent not because of 
government policy, but because 
Britain and Germany are keeping 
their rates high. 

Ireland suffers from being a 
small, thinly populated island on 
the edge of Europe, with a birth- 
rate 50 per cent higher than the 
European average. 

Ireland is the third poorest 
country in the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Community, richer only 
than Greece and Portugal. Its 
average per capita gross domestic 
product is $8,984 compared with 
a European average of $13,401. 

“I think we're still under- 
achieving by a very large margin. 
We’re underachieving in terms of 
our aspirations to get closer to the 
same living standards as 
Europe,” Mr. O'Leary said. 

High taxes are a discouraging 
factor. Although the basic in- 
come tax rate is 29 per cent, die 
threshold for a single taxpayer to 
qualify for the highest income tax 
rate of 52 per cent is an income of 
12,986 Irish pounds ($20,778) a 
year. 


“You have a seasonal bias that 
really takes bold at year end, 
where in the last week or so the 
market has an upside bias 80 per 
cent of the time,” said Mr. 
BartbeL 

“There’s nothing at tins point 
in time that’s likely to change that 
profile,” he pointed out. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Com- 
merce Department predicted 
Monday that U.S. industry, both 
manufacturing and services, will 
revive and grow stronger next 
year after two years of weakness. 

“The overall picture is one of 
moderate growth," Michael Far- 
ren, undersecretary of commerce 
for international trade, said at a 
briefing on the annual forecast of 
some 350 industries. 

“Although a few industries will 
show rapid growth, most will 
grow moderately while exports of 
both manufactured goods and 
services would contribute sub- 
stantially to the growth,” Mr. 
Farren said. 

Manufactured shipments for 
the industries in the outlook 
should grow by about 2.6 per cent 
in 1992 after adjusting for infla- 
tion, he said. This compares with 
an estimated decline of 1.9 per 
cent this year and a drop of 0.1 
per cent in 1990. 

The estimates are based on a 



China to stop pay 
rises for workers at 
losing enterprises 


PEKING (Agencies) — Millions 
of Chinese workers at loss-mak- 
ing state enterprises can no lon- 
ger rely on automatic pay rises, 
the official China Daily has said. 

The government, desperate to 
trim a huge budget deficit, plans 
to offer pay rises based on merit. 

Since the communists took 
power in 1949, Chinese workers 
at state firms have been able to 
bank on receiving pay increases 
regardless of their effort or their 
companies’ profitability. 

“The uniform pay system is 
being abolished because it is 
eqoalitarian and hinders the 
workers' enthusiasm,” a ministry 
of labour official was quoted as 
saying. 

only automatic part of 
thenew wage system is that those 
who work for enterprises that 
aren't turning a profit won’t re- 
ceive a raise at all," the newspap- 
er said. 

About a third of China's state 
firms run at a loss, he said. The 
end of automatic pay rises will 
afreet 39 million workers, or 
53 per cent of the workforce 

This new rule does not apply to 
military-related industries, it 
said. 

Meanwhile, an official report 
revealed that wage increases 
given to Chinese workers were 
outstripping inflation, even as 
some enterprises went into the 
red. 

By September, urban state em- 
ployees were getting an average 
monthly salary of 177 yuan ($33), 
an increase in real terms of six per 
cent, the China Daily reported. 

In the first three quarters, the 
state paid out 224.15 billion yuan 
($42 billion) in basic wages, an 
increase of nearly 14 per cent 
over 1990. That compared with 
an eight per cent rise in prices 
over the same period in 35 large 
and medium-sired cities. 

The state also gave out 85.3 
billion yuan ($16 billion) in 
bonuses and allowances, in- 
creases of 18 per cent and 10 per 
cent respectively, the report said. 

The report said the raises often 
were given at the expense of 
technological improvements. 
Many state-owned firms were giv- 


ing out pay hikes even though 
they were running at a loss, the 
paper said. 

The wages in China were kept 
artificially low for decades, and 
everyone was given virtually the 
same pay regardless of skill or 
experience. 

But in 1985, the central govern- 
ment began allowing employers 
to increase pay by 0.7 per cent for 
every one per cent increase in 
productivity. At about the same 
time, employers began handing 
out bonuses in an attempt to 
encourage and reward good 
work. 

By 1989, however, wages were 
going up by 1J2 per cent for every 
one per cent growth in productiv- 
ity, and the rate of pay hikes shqt 
up to 3.26 per cent last~yer~ v 

Bonuses became institutional- 
ised, and were simply added to 
each worker’s pay without con- 
sideration for his accomplish- 
ments. 

The report said officials at the 
labour ministry were concerned 
that “eating from the same com- 
munal pot” has choked creativity 
and enthusiasm and was contri- 
buting to the poor efficiency of 
the nation’s state-owned enter- 
prises. 

In another area, the China 
Daily said that China's major 
weapons maker wants foreign 
help in the economic war it is 
waging to transfer military tech- 
nology to the making of civilian 
goods. 

China North Industries Group 
(Norinco) is eager for joint ven- 
tures and technology transfer at 
home as well as partners to help it 
break into the Third World mar- 
ket, the newspaper quoted Depu- 
ty General Manager Tian 
Rnizhang as saying. 



Marlin Fitzwater 

forecast of overall US., economic 
growth of 3.0 per cent, which 
commerce officials concede is 
optimistic. They. have made 
adjustments in their calculations 
as conditions weakened in past 
months. 

Overall, most economists esti- 
mate the U.S. economy will grow 
by 2.2 per cent next year, which 
the department said was not 
different enough to affect the 
overall result for most industries. 

Unlike previous years, the de- 
partment said, no particular set of 
industries is likely to do excep- 
tionally well and serve as leader 
for the overall economy. 

The only possible exception 
was health care-related industries 
which continue to do well regard- 
less of the business cycle, the 
department said. 

Service industries should out- 
perform manufacturing indus- 
tries, led by a spurt in informa- 
tion services, it said. 


UAE aims 
to attract 
investment 
by arms 
suppliers 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) hopes to 
attract millions of dollars of 
.European and American high 
technology investment from com- 
panies winning lucrative arms 
deals, a senior official said. 

Amin Badr El Din, chairman 
of UAE offset group formed by 
the government to organise the 
programme, told Reuters con- 
tracts would not be signed with 
weapons suppliers who refused to 
invest in the country. 

He did not give details but 
described as exaggerated U.S. 
reports that the UAE was seeking 
$10 billion of investments from 
arms manufacturers. 

Industry sources said the esti- 
mates were apparently based on 
reports that the UAE was deman- 
ding arms suppliers invest 60 per 
cent of the total value of their 
contracts back in the UAE. 

Mr. Badr Ai Din said that the 
UAE programme was flexible 
and may not involve more than 
four per cent of the value of a 
contract. 

No official figures are available 
but arms industry sources esti- 
mate the UAE is likely to spend 
np to S3 billion a year on arms 
purchases over the next five 
years. 

Mr. Badr El Din said that 
companies unwilling to enter into 
offset arrangements would not 
get the contracts. 

“The UAE does not want the 
West to supply the weapons and 
then walk away," he said. 

In exchange for the lucrative 
contracts, they had to contribute 
towards the economic develop- 
ment of the country, be added. 

He said the UAE was seeking 
investments in a wide-range of 
.private sector projects . 

“Apart from the oil sector, 
everything is open,” he said. 

Projects on offer ranged froth 
petrochemicals and construction, 
to date packaging, he said. 

The Middle East’s most talked 
about offset programme is in 
Saudi Arabia where U.S., British 
and French companies have 
undertaken to invest in Saudi 
industries, mostly to support the 
arms programmes themselves. 

The American offset program- 
me, for example, indudes an 
advanced electronics and aircraft 
parts and other plants in which 
the Boeing aircraft company is 
investing more than $300 million. 

British investments iududes a 
missile engineering plant, a posa- 
ble aluminium smelter and a 
synthetic yarns plant. 

Mr. Badr El Din said some 
three dozen American, European 
and Japanese firms should be 
involved in the UAE offset but. 
only 12 had so far signed agree- 
ments. 

He dismissed fears by U.S. 
companies that the UAE's re- 
latively small sector could not 
absorb such offset arrangements, 
saying the opportunities for in- 
vestment were many and varied. 

He would not name companies 
involved, saying an official 
announcement would be made 
in March. 



One of biggest textile 
fabric exporter in Am- 
man. Any buyer in- 
terested please contact 
at Jerusalem Hotel, 
Room 514. Tel. 665121 
AtL Mr. Man chanda 
Frm: M/S. Sri Gurdev 
Co, Ud, 

Bangkok, Thailand 




GMC super barf, 1990 model, full options and specifications. Car 
in excellent condition and price can be defined after full 
examination. Plena call teL 694166 or 694177 


The Bulgarian Embassy In Amman invites 
all Bulgarian ladies’ children for a New Year's 
party on Dec. 30, 1991 at 4:00 p.m. at the 
embassy’s premises. 


25.12.1991 

NEW OPENING... 

Come and share Christmas dis 
on color prints and color Films 


33 % dis. on color print 

Kodak J.D. J.D. 

Gold 100 36 EXP &2SCL 2.900 
Kodak ^ 

GddlOO 24 EXP jfc&SCL 2.300 
Kodak ^ _ 

110 24 EXP £25Cl 1 .900 


This promotion is till 31.12 . 1991 


Merry Christmas and Happy New year 
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Gorbachev to quit today 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev will 
announce his resignation 
Wednesday In a televised 
address, a Kremlin spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

‘"The president will make a 
televised broadcast in which be 
will announce bis resignation,*' 
spokesman Vladimir Tumarkm 
said by telephone. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s resignation 
has been widely expected since 
last weekend when 21 republics 
formed a Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States to replace the 
Soviet Union. 

TASS News Agency said a Mr. 
Gorbachev speech would be 
broadcast at nine p.m. (1900 
GMT) Wednesday. 

Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
last week announced that his re- 
public was taking over Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s official assets, as well as 
his Kremlin headquarters. 


Mr. Gorbachev took leave of 
his official staff Tuesday, one of 
his aides said. 

“I wish you all great happiness 
and success," the official quoted 
Mr. Gorbachev as telling the 
staff. 

He toM them they had no need 
to worry about their future em- 
ployment and shook hands with 
them, said the official, who asked 
nos to be named. 

They drank soft d rinks and ate 
cakes. 

Russia Tueday presented its 
radical economic reform plans to 
prime ministers of the other 10 
members of the new Common- 
wealth of Independent States, In- 
terfax News Agency said. 

Hie proposals wfl] be debated 
arid, if approved by the prime 
ministers, presented to a meeting 
of heads of state on Dec. 30 in the 
Byelorussian capital Minsk, it 
said. 

Some participants m the meet- 
ing. the first council of heads of 
government since the new com- 
monwealth was expanded last 
Saturday, expressed doubts that 
agreement could be reached or. 
the Russian plans so quickly. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Yegor Gaidar told the meet- 
ing that Russia would go ahead 


with its plans, inducting the liber- 
alisation of prices on Jan. 2, 
Interfax said. 

Some republican leaders have 
criticised the plan, which is likely 
to force them to take similar 
measures to avoid destabilisation 
of their own, smaller economies. 

Participants expressed fears 
that the price liberalisation would 
cause a scarcity of banknotes in 
their republics, the agency said. 

Russian Fust Deputy Prime 
Minis ter Gennady BurbuKs — 
Russian President Yeltsin holds 
the title of prime minister himself 
— said a committee of republican 
representatives set up in Septem- 
ber to coordinate economic poli- 
cy would cease to exist on Dec. 
30, Interfax said. 

The inter-state republican com- 
mittee was chaired by Soviet 
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev, 
named by Mr. Yeltsin last week 
as Russia's permanent repre- 
sentative to the European Com- 
munity. 


The republican prune ministers 
also discussed economic coopera- 
tion in the first quarter of 1992. 

Meanwhile, the National Sup- 
reme Soviet legislature met for 
two hours Tuesday but failed to 
decide its future or formally ack- 
nowledge the demise of the 
Soviet Union. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
did not attend the session despite 
expectations he might speak. 

Without taking a formal vote, 
lawmakers agreed to hold what 
would be their final session fol- 
lowing the next meeting of the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, scheduled for Dec. 
30. 


Only about one- third of law- 
makers attended the session of 
the Council of Republics, the 
upper chamber of the national 
legislature. The lower chamber 
has effectively been shut down by 
the refusal of several republics to 
send representatives. 

Before adjourning, lawmakers 
debated a resolution recognising 
“the USSR as a subject of inter- 
national law and geopolitical real- 
ity has ceased to exist." 

The head of the Soviet Central 
Bank, Viktor Gerashchenko, 


offered his resignation, the chair- 
man of the Soviet parliament's 
upper house said Tuesday. 

But the Chamber of the Re- 
publics put off a decision on 
whether to accept the resignation 
until after this month. 

In a letter to House Chairman 
Anaurbek Alimzhanov explain- 
ing his decision to resign, Mr. 
Gerashchenko cited last Satur- 
day’s agreement by 11 republics 
to form die new commonwealth 
to replace the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Alimzhanov said the Cen- 
tral Bank chief had also offered 
the resignation of his deputy, 
Valeryan Kulikov. 

The resignations are seen as a 
formality because the Russian 
parliament's leadership 
announced on Dec. 20 that the 
Central Bank would be abolished 
in its present form. 

Mr. Gorbachev met with Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin for 
eight hours Monday to discuss the 
transfer of power, including com- 
mand over the Soviet Union's 
27,000 nuclear weapons. 

The issue of who controls the 
nuclear “button" has been one of 
the most pressing questions since 
Mr. Gorbachev's central govern- 
ment collapsed in the wake of the 
attempted August coup. 

Mr. Gorbachev late Monday 
gave British Prime Minister John 
Major “a great deal of reassur- 
ance" that the weapons were 
under tight control and would 
remain that way," Mr. Major 
said. 

In a newspaper interview pub- 
lished Tuesday, Mr. Gorbachev 
reiterated his criticism of the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, saying it was unclear 
whether it was "a unification or a 
fragmentation." 

Mr. Gorbachev also warned of 
unrest if the economy and living 
conditions continue to worsen, 
but said be (fid not expect another 
military coup. 

“The only danger comes from 
the street, if discontented people 
will take to the street arid political 
prostitutes and political profiteers 
posh them into action," he was 
quoted as telling Romsomolskaya 
Pravada. 

In Washington, a Bush adxni- 


Norway, Bulgaria recognise Byelorussia 


OSLO (R) — NATO-member 
Norway end Bulgaria, onetime 
close ally of the Soviet Union, 
both announced their recognition 
of Byelorussia as a sovereign 
state Tuesday. 

Norwegian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Bjoern Blokhus said 
his government was recognising 
both Byelorussia and Ukraine. 
Norway became the first Western 
nation to recognise Russia last 
week. 


The three republics of the for- 
mer Soviet Union form*, the main- 
stay or a newly-established Com- 


monwealth of Independent 
States. All but one of the 12 
republics that made up the disin- 
tegrating Soviet empire have said 
they are ready to join. 

In Sofia, officials said Bulgaria 
now recognised Byelorussia’s in- 
dependence. Formerly the Soviet 
Union’s staunchest ally, Bulgaria 
had already recognised Ukraine, 
a major supplier of coal and oil, 
on Dec. 5. 

“Bulgaria also expressed readi- 
ness to establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with Byelorussia and in the- 
next few months a meeting be- 
tween both foreign ministers will 


be held,” government press offi- 
cial Ivailo Danaiiov said. 

In Oslo, Mr. Blokhns said Nor- 
way was deciding whether to rec- 
ognise the remaining republics. 

“But it is not certain that we 
will recognise all,” be said. 


Switzerland Monday recog- 
nised the independence of the 12 
Soviet republics with immediate 
effect, a Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. 


However, it made recognition 
of Georgia’s independence. con- 
ditional on a resolution of current 
upheavals in the republic. 


T&sngas fops poll of Democrats 


CONCORD, New Hampshire 
(Agencies) — Former Mas- 
sachusetts Sen. Paul Tsongas led 
all other Democratic presidential 
candidates in a poll of New 
Hampshire party members taken af- 
ter New York Gov. Mario Cuomo 
announced he would not enter 
the primaries. 


On the Republican side, the 
poll commissioned by the Con- 
cord Monitor and published 


Monday found President George 
Bosh leading conservative com- 
mentator Patrick Buchanan 58 
per cent to 30 per cent. Twelve 
per cent of the Republicans sur- 
veyed said they were undecided. 

Mr. Tsongas was the choice of 
25 per cent of the Democrats 
surveyed who said they were like- 
ly to vote in New Hampshire’s 
Feb. 18 presidential primary. 
Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton was 
next at- 17 per cent. While Neb- 


raska Sen. Bob Kerrey was third 
among the democratic hopeful, at 
14 per cent. 


Rounding up the democratic 
field, Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin was 
picked by 8 per cent of respon- 
dents, former California Gov. 
Jerry Brown by 6. per cent and- 
Virginia Gov. L. Douglas Wilder 
by 1 per cent. Twenty-nine per 
cent (rf the Democrats surveyed 
said they were undecided. 


RDAN VALLEY ARABIAN STOP 


ea The Jordan Valley Arabian Stud announces the beginning of the 
course for the cross-country riding to Ma’an. The round trip is 500 
kilometres. Those who are interested must be at the Jordan Valley 
Arabian Stud every Friday at 5 o’clock in the morning. 

•® The first test will be 50 kilometres to test the rider and the timing will be 
four hours of riding, trot, cantor, gallop. Participants must call Thursday 
morning to confirm their arrival unless the weather does not allow the 
trip. 

•© The course will start on Friday Dec. 27. Timing is essential. Anyone 
who does not show at the designated place and time will be 
disqualified. 

☆☆ The trip will be lead by the Ret. Col. Nasser Mirza and Mr. Sa’ed Taha 
the retired administrative manager of the Royal Stables who has 40 
years experience in cavalry and riding. This course is open for 
Jordanians and non-Jordanians. 

•• There will be a polo field for the locals and for the foreign and 
diplomatic community so they can establish a polo team to compete 
with local teams. 

•• There is a special programme for the handicapped children free of 
charge. 

The club is open all day to the public to see the activities and also the 
pure Arabian horses registered with World Arabian Horse Organisa- 
tion (WAHO). Entrance is free for the public. 

•• For further information contact the office of the club, 
telephone number: 829882, Fax 829883. Jaber Trading Centre 
» - Mecca Street 


aistration official said the United 
States will extend diplomatic rec- 
ognition to Russia as an indepen- 
dent country this week and sup- 
port it for the Soviet Union's seat 
on the United Nations Security 
Cotmdl. 

The United States will also 
eventually recognise the inde- 
pendence of the other former 
Soviet republics that have broken 
away from the Soviet Union and 
formed the new commonwealth, 
said the official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 


Illustrating the problems facing 
the country's new leaders, mean- 
while, a third day of fighting 
raged in the former Soviet Re- 
public of Georgia, where the 
elected president is battling 
opposition forces who have 
branded him a dictator. At least 
30 have died in the clashes in 
Tbilisi, the capital, according tro 
the Georgian Health Ministry. 

Georgian President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, who has been en- 
gaged in a sometimes bloody 
power stroggfo with the opposi- 
tion since September, reportedly 
was holed up in the parliament 
building. 

The TASS news agency said as 
many as 50 may have died in 
several days of battles. Indepen- 
dent confirmation of the toll was 
impossible due to the level of 
fighting. 


On Saturday, 11 of the 12 
former Soviet republics proc- 
laimed a new Commonwealth of 
Independent States to replace the 
Soviet Union. 

Lawmakers in Kazakhstan rati- 
fied the agreement Monday. Rus- 
sia, Ukraine and Byelorussia 
already have signed the pact, and 
ratification was expected soon by 
parliaments in the other seven 
republics. 

Fiercely independent Georgia 
was the only former republic, 
along with the Eaitics, that re- 
fused to join, although its. presi- 
dent told the British Broadcasting 
Corp. be was considering joining. 

The alliance wul assume con- 
trol over the Soviet military while 
letting other central government 
functions die or be handed over 
to republics. 


to establish 
ties with 


new 


republics 


PEKING (Agencies) — China 
said Tuesday It was ready to 
establish relations with the newly 
independent republics that re- 
place its old Communist neigh- 
bour the Soyiet Union. 

“Qiina hopes that the setting 
up of the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States will be condu- 
cive to stability of the situation 
and economic development,” the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

“We are ready to develop rela- 
tions with republics of the former 
Soviet Union cm the basis of the 
five principles of peaceful coexist- 
ence," it said. 

These principles call for no 
interference in each other’s inter- 
nal affairs, mutual non-aggres- 
sion, mutual respect for territo- 
rial integrity and sovereignty, 
equality and mutual benefit in 
relations and peaceful coexist- 
ence. 


'Cuba to recognise 
republics 


Cuban President FideJ Castro 
wants to establish foil relations 
with the republics that used to 
constitute the Soviet Union, the 
official Cuban news agency Pre- 
nsa Latina quoted him as saying 
Monday. 

The end of the Soviet Union 
“hurts and saddens all of ns" 
because of its long friendship with 
Cuba, Mr. Castro said, adding 
that he sought the “greatest 
political and economic stability" 
for die constituent republics. 

Mr. Castro spoke Sunday night 
at a conference of educators and 
scientists, Prensa Latina said. 
The report from Havana was 
monitored in Mexico City 
Monday. 

Mr. Castro said Cuba is moving 
to establish diplomatic, commer- 
cial and political relationships 
with each of the former Soviet 
republics. 


IRA calls 
ceasefire, 
Protestants 
refuse 


Croats prepare for 
bomb-shelter Christmas 


DUBLIN (R) — The IRA, fight- 
ing one of the world’s longest- 
ranning guerrilla conflicts, called 
a Christmas cease fi re from Tues- 
day but Protestant extremists said 
they would not follow suit. 

Officially calling a halt to vio- 
lence for the second Christinas in 
a row, the IRA said:. “As of 
midnight Monday, active service 
units of the Irish Republican 
Army will be instructed to sus- 
pend hostile military operations 
for 72 hours.” 

The IRA, whose announce- 
ment in Dublin followed a 
weekend orgy of sectarian killings 
in Northern Ireland, said the 
ceasefire would cover Dec. 24, 25 
and 26. 

The Ulster Volunteer Force. 
(UVF), and outlawed Protestant 
group battling to keep die pro- 
vince British, said in a statement 
released in Belfast it would not 
do the same. 

“The UVF will not respond to 
the IRA ceasefire. We view the 
IRA announcement as hypocri- 
tical and cymcaL If any IRA 
members venture out of their 
bunkers, they will be dealt with,” 
it said. 

The halt to the IRA's two- 
decade-old guerilla campaign 
coincides with the release on 
Christmas parole of 130 gunmen 
serving long jail sentences for 
terrorist offences. 

British security authorities, 
who tend to dismiss IRA traces as 
media stunts, will be keeping 
troops and police on full alert 
throughout the holiday. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Minister Peter Brooke said he 
welcomed the IRA trace but 
added it would be little comfort 
for families facing Christmas 
without a loved one “ killed in the 
name of a cause which has no 
relevance for the Ireland or 
Europe of today.” 

He called on the IRA to give 
up violence for good and said that 
if they did not “the people, north 
and sooth, can only conclude that 
the IRA’s real Christmas message 
came earlier this month in Belfast 
and Graigavon.” 

More than 100 people were 
injured in ERA car bomb attacks ; 
in the centre of Belfast and the 
border town of Craigavon. 

The IRA has planted up to 300 
firebombs across Northern Ire- 
land and spread its “economic 
warfare” campaign to the British 
mainland, where firebombs have 
been planted in stores and fire- 
bombs and bombs used to halt 
London's rail network. 

The guerrilla group, jubilant 
over what it considers to be a 
major propaganda success, has 
promised to “hit hard’ with more 
attacks in Britain over the New' 
Year. 

After weekend carnage in i 
Northern Ireland that left five 
people dead, the IRA distanced 
itself from the Protestant and , 
renegade Republican gunmen re- ' 
sponsible for the shootings. 

The IRA, eager to be por- 1 
trayed as a liberation army and 
not a sectarian killer gang, took 
the unusual step of issuing a 
statement in Dublin dissociating 
itself from the killings. 1 

Police in Belfast have arrested 
eight Republicans and Protes- 
tants for questioning about the 
killing s, winch gave Northern Ire- 
land its bloodiest weekend of the 
year and brought the death toll 
this year to 54, the worst for a 
decade. 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Hopes of a Christmas ceasefire in 
Yugoslavia's embattled Republic 
of Croatia died in a rain of 
artillery shells Tuesday. 

“Bombs are falling all over the 
place," a police spokesman in 
Osijek told Reuters by tele- 
pbone. 

As shelling on the Croat-held 
town continued through Monday 
night and into Tuesday, Croatian 
radio urged people not to leave 
their basements and shelters. 

Bat the police officer said the 
spirit of the town was not broken. 

“People are decorating trees 
and baking cookies in their base- 
ments and we won’t let the bomb- 
ing rain our Christmas,” he said. 

There was no information on 
casulaties and Tanjug News 
Agency, reporting dispatches 
from the Serb-led federal army, 
spoke of Croatian artillery hitting 
a nearby Serb-held village, but 
did not mention Osijek. 

Croatian radio said fire on 
Osijek was coming from all the 
surrounding Serbian positions 
and the nearby villages of Valpo- 
vo, Bistrind and Bjelisnica were 
also hit. 

It said the village of Nnstar had 
been completely flattened, with 
not a single house left standing, 
but that Croatian troops were still 
holding it despite a combined 
infantry and artillery assault by 
federal forces that began Monday 
night. 

Nnstar lies just west of Vuko- 
var, the Croatian border town 
that fell to the army last month 
after a three month siege. 

In the central Croatian battle 
zone, Sisak and Nova Gradiska 
and surrounding villages were 
also under fire, with each side 


affmang the other of starting the 
attacks and ignoring the agreed 
ceasefire there. 

But there were no fresh reports 
of fighting along Croatia's long 
Adriatic coast or in the area south 
of its capital Zagreb. 

Talks between the warring 
sides were cancelled Tuesday fol- 
lowing what the Croatians railed 
the “otter failure" of negotaitions 
arranged for last Sunday between | 
the army, the Croats and United 
Nations and European Commun- 
ity observers. 

The federal army said the 
Croats had set impossible pre- 
conditions to new talks. 

U.N. envoy Herbert Okun j 
however managed to meet Croa- ' 
tian President Franjo Tudjman at | 
the weekend and Tuesday was i 
having separate talks with Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and federal Defence 
Minister Veljko Kadijevic. 

In view of the upsurge in fight- 
ing, there seemed little prospect 
that Mir. Okun would advise that, 
the time was right for sending in a 
U.N. peacekeeping force, as cal- ; 
led for by both sides. i 

Gen. Kadijevic was also to 
meet later Tuesday with Alija 
Izetbegovic, president of the Re- 
public of Bosnia-Hsrzegovina, 
which fears an extentioa of the , 
Croatian fighting into its tern - 1 
toiy. 

As in Croatia, Bosnia's Serb 
Minority has said it will break 
away rather than become part of 
an independent state. 

Mr. Izetbegovic has formally 
asked the U.N. to send troops to 
-bis republic regardless of what it 
does in Croatia, but It is now 
known whether a reply has yet 
been received. 


Friends, family mourn 
Chinese political activist 


PEKING (R) — Friends and 
relatives of a political activist who 
died last week of cancer used his 
funeral Tuesday to quiedy re- 
member the 1989 military crack- 
down that ended massive pro- 
democracy protests. 

About 100 people, including 
several well-known dissidents, 
paid their last respects to Wen 
Jie, 28, who died Friday after 
being hospitalised since January 
with colon cancer. 

■There were no banners, slo- 
gans or speeches, but a single 
white paper wreath with six black 
flowers and four red flowers sym- 
bolised June 4, 1989, the night 
soldiers marched into Peking and 
opened fire on pro-democracy 
protesters. 

It was unusual for the govern- 
ment to allow-, a funeral for Mr. 
Wen, because it has banned 
memorials for the hundreds or 
even thousands who (tied in the 
crackdown. Nonetheless, it did 
not appear that the government 
was softening its stand towards 
die protesters. 

Two student activists were put 
on trial in recent weeks. No 
verdicts have been announced. 

It seemed more likely that Mr. 
Wen’s funeral was allowed be- 
cause high-level officials were un- 
aware of it. 

Friends said Mr. Wen began 
developing health problems while 
in Qincheng, a maximum -security 
prison outside Peking where 
many of the key figures from the 
1989 movement were held. 

Mr. Wen was in charge of 
propaganda work during the mas- 
sive protests, and was arrested 


Bangladesh forces on alert as 


Surma starts military build-up 


CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh 
(R) — Bangladesh put its border 
forces on high alert Tuesday after 
intelligence reports said Burma 
had started a huge military build- 
up along the border, security 
officials said. 

The mobilisation of forces on 
the Burmese side was clearly seen 
from the Naikhyangchhari, 
Ukhia and Teknaf border areas, 
officials told reporters in south- 
ern Chittagong. 

“Bunkers ami trendies being 
built by the Burmese ... are also 
visible from these areas,” an in- 
telligence official said. 

Bangladesh Rifles border 


guards had stepped up patrols, 
deployed more soldiers to man 
camps and were building a net- 
work of trendies and bunkers, 
intelligence officials said. 

Residents were being told to 
evacuate border villages, they 
said. 

The build-up followed several 
recent frontier incidents, includ- 
ing an attack by a Burmese bor- 
der force on a Bangladesh Rifles 
ramp Saturday in which one 
Bangladesh soldier was killed and 
three were wounded. 

A resident of nearby Rezupara 
.village died when a bomb be- 
lieved planted by the Burmese 


ate compensation for the losses, 
inducting loss of life.’* 



Feminists want 
‘mother Christmas 1 
alongside Santa 


HELSINKI (R) — Feminists i& j 
F inlan d are demanding that San- 
ta Claus should be accompanietr 
by a woman on his Christmas ~ 
sleigh rides around the mid. : . 
The man in red robes is trsg. ' 
tionaDy depicted in Finland, as ’ i 
'being married. Paid Santa 7 
Clau se s who visit homes to bring' 
presents and sing carols often 
bring a ‘"wife” along. But the 
league of Finnish feminists would' ’ 
to see mother Christinas 
gai ning international istatas. : 
“Why rant Santa ride with ha 
wife on his reindeer around the ' 
world?” asked Leena Rnusa- ■ 
vnori, an official of the League of 
finnish feminists. “Mother 
Christmas would be a sign at , 
greater sexual equality." * 


Father Christmas 
robbers hold up 
Swedish bank 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Two rob- 
beta, both disguised as Santa 
danse, held op a Swedish bank 
at gunpoint Monday and escaped 
with Christmas sacks bulging with 
cash, police said. The pair sur- 
prised the bank, at Taby North of 
Stockholm, by descendmg raphfiy 
from a bole in the ceiling, draw* 
mg gnns and commanding staff to 
fin their sacks with money. One 
employee sounded the alarm, but 
by the time police arrived the tnu 
had vanished with their loot' 
“We've scoured the whole shop- 
ping centre but they are sot 
here,” said police Chief Inspector 
KjeH Engstrcm. 


released a year ago. 

About 70 of Mr. Wen’s friends 
and relatives attended a brief 
memorial service at People’s 
Hospital. They included Hon 
Xiaoti&n, wife of jailed dissident 
Wang Juntao, and Chen Xiaop- 
ing, a lawyer who had worked 
with Mr. Wang. 

Those who attended the service 
first had to sign a register. Offi- 
cials from the Peking Fashion 
Institute, where Mr. Wen taught 
classical Chinese literature, tried 
to keep reporters out 

Plainclothes police filmed die ser- 
vice, and dragged away a foreign re- 
porter who tried to photograph 
the body, witnesses said. 

About 30 other friends who 
gathered outride the hospital with 
white funeral wreaths were stop- 
ped at. the gate. One later said 
they had reserved a time for a 
separate memorial service at the 
hospital but hospital officials re- 
fused to allow them to hold it, 
claiming the slot had gone to 
another family.' 

They followed the body to 
Babaoshan, a cemetery on the 
outskirts of Peking, where it was 
to be cremated. Cemetery work- 
ers whisked the body away after 
family members paid their last 
respects, and many of the friends, 
were not allowed a final viewing. 

Instead, they bowed deeply to 
a photogrpah of Mr. Wen carried 
by his nephew, and then pinned 
their black armbands to a wreath 
with black and red flowers. 

Two white streamers with 
black borders bung from the 
wreath. A friend explained that 
they were purposely left blank 


’.Robbers or^r clerk 

losing 

JingS® Bells 


HUNTINGTON BEACH, Catiforria 
(AP) — Two masked youths 
forced a grocery clerk to sag 
Jingle Bells while they robbed the 
store, police said. The robbers, 
described as 16 to 18 years old, 
entered the Key Market and 
Showed derk Wayne Beans a 
knife and what appeared to be a 
handgun, said Police Lti patrick 
Gfldea. They ordered Reams to 
lie down and sing the fliiptiMs 
tune while they robbed the store, 
fleeing with 188 in rash, said 
Gfldea. A third person was seen 
running with the pair through the 
store parking lot. Reams, 44, was 
uninjured, police said. 


U.S„ space comm 
centre to track 
Santa’s Journey 


exploded hours later. ' 

The Foreign Ministry called in 
Burmese Ambassador Soe Myint 
Sunday to deliver a protest note 
and demand compensation for 
the losses. 

Foreign Minister Mustafizur 
Rahman told Soe Myint the inci- 
dents violated a 1978 border 
agreement and demanded urgent 
steps to defuse tension. 

“We have also urged Myanmar 
(Banna) to urgently return all 
aims and ammunition, to stop 
troops build-up and other pro- 
vocative actsr and arrange adecnx- 


COLORADO SPRINGS, (R) - 
The North American Aerospace 
Defence Command Centre. 
(NORAD).. — usually on the 
lookout for rocket launches and 
any unknown aircraft 
approaching" North America — 
said Monday it will track Santa 
Clans 1 ride from the North Pole. 
NORAD. which operates from 
the interior of Cheyenne Moun- 
tain, says it will provide U.S. and 
Canadian media with “Santa 
tracking” reports fen- radio and 
television broadcast on Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24. The Christmas 
tradition started in 1955'wben a 
local department store adverbs- 
meat of a phone number for 
Santa mistakenly printed the hot* 
fine phone number of NORAD’S 
commander-in-chief. On Christ* 
mas Eve that year calls came fatto 
the NORAD centre from cbfl- 
dren who were wondering about 
Santa’s progress. 

Christmas tree 
breaks in two, 
Injures 
2 passers-by 


FRANKFURT (AP) 
metre Christmas tree 
two on a downtown s< 
day, slightly injuring t 
by. Strong winds i 
caused the tree to 
spokesman for the fi 
said. Two men waflti 
fered minor cuts and t 
the mishap. The tree 
by a Frankfurt hotel, 
m an a g e me nt said it hi 
to replace the tree. 


Folisti parliament approves new government 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's deep- 
ly divided parliament finally 
voted in a new government Mon- 
day after eight weeks of wrang- 
ling over economic policy since 
the country’s first free post-war 
general elections. 

The Sejm (tower house) voted 
235 to 60 with 139 abstentions for 
die government of Prime Minis- 
ter Jan Olszewski, even though 
the Solidarity lawyer backed 


down from earlier promises to 
ease the unpopular austerity mea- 
sures of the past two years. 

Most of the parties elected in 
the Oct. 27 elections campaigned 
against the tough market reforms 
of the previous two Soldiarity 
governments, which have tamed 
inflation at die cost of hi g h unem- 
ployment and felling output. 

“I had dreamt it would be a 
cabinet of breakthrough, but such 


a government was not fanned ... 
There ran be no breakthrough in 
the economy,” Mr. Olszewski 
told deputies before the vote. 

. “We face dramatic and painful 
problems, social patience is run- 
ning away and protests spread 
throughout the country, but no 
Polish government would now be 
able to fulfil demands requiring 
an increase in public sp ending ” 
be said. 


The parliamentary vote gives 
the government a 17-vote margin 
under the system which requires 
the support of more than 50 per 
cent of those taking part. 

But Mr. Olszewski’s program- 
me and cabinet line-tip have 
come underfire 
The liberal Democratic Con- 
gress of outgoing Prime Minister 
Jan Krazsztof Bidecki and the 
Democratic Union led by Mr. 


Bieledti’g predecessor Tadeuff 
Mazqwieda indicated tfarirl** 
of support for Mr. Olszewski by 


They were joined by itkb 


dependent Poland, while the e*: 
Communist Democratic".-,?^® 
Affiance, which the second 

largest number of seats after ft? 
Democ ratic Union - , vote#- 
a g a inst the new gaveturaont.' ■ 
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